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May 31. XReceived appointment New York City, departed 
for Seattle, Vashington. 


June 14-25. Seattle, VYashington. 
June 26-July 20. Enroute Sydney, Australia. 
July 20-27. Sydney, Australia. 


July 28-August 17. Enroute. Kieta, Bougainville Island. 
Territory New Guinea. 


August 17. Disembarked Kieta. 
August 29. Schooner 'France' arrived Kieta. 
September 2. Moved aboard schooner 'France.' 


September 3. Sailed for Paisi, Shortland Group, Solomon 
Islands. 


September 6. Anchored Paisi. Some collecting done. 
September 14. Sailed for Choiseul Bay. 


September 15. Anchored Choiseul Bay, Choiseul Island, 
Began collecting. 


September 17.Hamlin departs for Senga. 

October 2-4, To Faisi and return for ship's supplies. 
October 6. 'France' sails for Pulagi. 

October 9. 'France' at sea; overhauled by Hamlin. 
October 10. '‘France' anchored Luti plantation. 


October 11. 'France' shifted a few miles to Sumbi an- 
chorage. Hamlin and Eyerdam depart for Bambatani. 


October 13. Mayr and I leave 'France' for interior of 
island (Mount Gourdin). 


October 18-26. Collecting in interior with some success. 
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Oatober 26. Returned to 'Prance.' Hamlin and H#yerdam 
have returned to the vessel and gone on to Tauro, 
leaving instructions for us to join them. 

October 29-30. Mayr and I broke camp and returned to ship. 

October 31. ‘'Prance' sails for Tauro-Choiseul island. 


November 2. ‘France' anchors Tauro. Hamlin and tyerdam 
aboard with duffle. 


November 5. ‘'France' sails for Tulagi. 


November 16. 'France' anchors Tulagi harbor for slipping 
and repairs. 


November 25. Mayr, fyerdam and self take passage on 
Government steamer ‘'Ranadi' for Kira Yira, San 
Cristoval Island. 

November 27-28. At Kira Kira. 

November 29-30. Enroute interior island. Jstablished camp 
at village Huno-Galdaha approximately 1900 feet 
elevation. 

November 30-December 21. Collecting interior. 

December 22-23. Enroute Kira Kira. 

December 24-28. At Kira Kira. Some collecting. 


December 28. Mayr, Eyerdam and self to Santa Anna Island. 


December 29-431. Santa Anna Island. Some collecting. 
1930 


January 1-8. At Santa Anna. Some collecting. 

January 9-11. Party aboard /V Hygeia enroute Tulagi. 

January 11-23. At Tulagi aboard 'Prance' dispatching 
specimens making preparations for ‘'alaita cam- 
paign. 

January 24. 'France'’ enroute Auki, Malaita. 

January 25-28. Anchored Auki. A little collecting. 


January 29. 'France' enroute Auki to Su'u, Malaita. 


January 30-February 16. Collecting Su'u and environs. 
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February 17. 'France' Tulagi after overnight run from Su'u. 
February 17-24. ‘Tulagi. 
February 24. Dr. Mayr leaves expedition to return to Germany 


February 25. Anchored Su'u, Malaita after a night's run 
from Tulagi. 


February 25-Mareh 1. Collecting at Su'u. 


March 3-1%. &nroute Mount Torambusu interior of island. 
Party comprising Hamlin, lByerdam and self. 


March 13-20. Camped and collected top of Mount Torambusu, 
elevation 4000 feet. 


March 16. Hamlin leaves party to take vessel to Ulava and 
Gower Islands. — 


Mareh 20-30. Camped at Yanga fu fu short distance down the 
mountainside. <3 


March 2D. Camp shifted to Aurola. 

April 1-16. Collecting at Aurola. 

April 11. Hamlin reqgches camp. 

April 16-17. Enroute to 'France', anchored at Ulimburi. 
April 18-19. Aboard 'Prance' enroute to Tulagi. 
April 20-May 12. At Tulagi. 

May 13-16. 'Prance' enroute Rennell Island. 

May 16-June 2. Collecting Rennell Island. 

May 29. A trip was made to Bellona Island. 

vine 2-5. '‘Prance' enroute Vulagi. 

June 5-16. At Tulagi. 

June 16-2%. 'France' enroute Samarai-Papua. 


June 23-August 14. At Samarai, Papua. ‘'France' undergoing 
repaits, etc. 


July 7. Capt. Burrell Ifaves vessel. 


July 16-August 2. Hamlin and Riddall collecting 
Missima Island. 


July 26. Capt. Lang joins ship. 
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August 5. iyerdam leaves expedition. 

August 8. Hamlin * z ° 
August 14-September 1. 'PWrance’ enroute Tulagi. 
september 1-17. 'Prance' anchored Tulagi. 
September 18. ‘rane’ enroute Gower Island. 
September 19-23. Collecting Gower Island. ) 
September 24-25. 'Prance' at “oncador Reef. 
September 26. 'France' enroute Ongtong Java. 
September 27-October 10. Collecting Ongtong Java. 
October 11-26. nroute Ponape,Caroline Islands. 
1. Collections Bougainville Straits and Faisi, Shortland 
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4. Santa Anna Collections-------~------------- pages 237-238. 
5. Beuna Vista (Hamlin)---------------------- pages 238-239. 
6. Malaita Collections----------------------- pages 239-250. 
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8. Henmnell and Bellena Collections----------= pages 252-257. 
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JOURNAL AND LETTERS 


During the course of a visit to the American 
Museum of Natural History on April 23, 1929, at which 
time Mr. Walter J. Eyerdam and I were seeking assis-~ 
tance for a proposed collecting venture in Hast Siberia, 
Dr. Robert Cushman Murphy suggested to me that there 
were positions, as collectors, available with the Whit- 
ney South Sea Expedition then operating in Australian 
Papua and the British Solomon Islands Protectorate. If 
we were interested in this undertaking in lieu of Gast 
Siberia, he would place our names before the Whitney 
Committee and recommend us to those posts. Mr. Eyerdam 
and I readily consented to this change in our plans and 
were indeed pleased and surprised to learn later in Chi- 
cago by letter, that, at a meeting of the Committee on 
May 6, we had been accepted as members of the Expedition. 

I was instructed ,by letter, to let Mr. Eyerdam 
continue on to Seattle while I should return to New York 
to receive "one week of intensive training” before de- 
parting for the expedition. This I did. 

May 21-31. In New York City, Dr. Murphy ex- 
plained to me the object of the expedition, some of its 
history and relatively what would be required from the 


field in the future, vis. a thorough and conscientious 
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survey of all of the areas in which we were to work. 
Dr. Chapman and Dr. Sanford gave me such advice and 
suggestions as they deemed practicable, while Dr. 
Chapin schooled me in the preparation of specimens. 

One weekwas hardly sufficient to assimi- 
late all of the instructions and suggestions given me. 
Barely Had I left the city before I began to think of 
scores of little problems I should have discussed with 
experienced men. There were petty irritations and 
worries which eropped up later, in the field, dealing 
with collecting and the preparation of specimens which 
had to be worked out by patient experimentation. 

As time went on, in the field, I recalled 
these New York conversations and profited by. them. A 
Single remark of Dr. Sanford, "Coultas, learn to work 
the natives," became an obsession with me and proved 
to be one of the most helpful suggestions I received. 

On May 31, I obtained the following contract 
and instructions from Dr. Murphy and departed for 
Seattle, Washington, to take passage to Sydney, Australia, 


and later the schooner 'France' of the Whitney Expedition. 


May 31, 1929. 


Dear Mr. Coultas: 
In accordance with preliminary arrangements 
made between you and the Whitney South Sea Expedition Com- 


mittee of the American Museum of Natural History, we pro- 





.wrow of etTen OF jetan ci geete ot *o Ile to Yovrs 
fue eoivisa foes of OVER p<ottist .1¢ bas cengqedd 4.30 
oe efidw ,oldreotiosiq Bbemesh yond en snoldeesare 
~ademfoe7e te dolisisqeta edé oi om be loodos nigecdd 
~-faleos of tnofpittvn yilirted ase doow ond 
om Wevie enolieepnce fine enottertt unt edt to Tie eel 
$5 dill? of aonsd 1 exoted vito ect Mel F Sst ytewsd 
dgix Bebecoats ovat Binode 1 emefdorg efdeit 16 conde 
Sue enoliedisxt Wtec orem exedT item booms fteqxe 
guifseh ,fieit eit ci ,reisl qa beqgote doidw cee} xtow 
deldw snomtoeqs to notietaqets ocd tne yadteellos daw 
 (nolistaemizeqxe taeitsq yd to bestow eo “— 
 feliscet I ,pfelt ed? nt ,n0 teow omit Bh ~2) 
A .mod? yd beditoxq bee auetieaieva0o 
Yaow of steel ,agsiso0" jbrotasé 20 to rome: otgmme Ze 
" pevorq bos om sit iw motescado 8 ermoed * ‘ eevites: “om 
_,bovievet I exottaergie Iitafed teom edt to ene ed oe 
Poetics Brinoliot etl? berteddo 1 8 yal oO = 
ot Dotseqeh bas ydqww! a cost eto Mesttest bas 
an -Youbye cd Spesena exe? ot ,notpotias® .9f9dees ~ 
“hOtdifeax! ~ontidv ote to ‘const?’ rendodtes ent total Par 


.0geL . fe yee a | 








einomenietiw yicuimtileig dtinx secnh sagen ee 
=20D poliibeqs® asl Kivee yenvidy ong bas 0% A “0 
-627 Or ,vrosele Lease T6 noosmiuaseieell eit 30 


pose to employ you and Ir. Walter Hyerdam for two years' 
field work in the South Pacific Ocean, commencing with 
the beginning of our fiscal period on August 1, 1929. 
You and Mr. Eyerdam are to be employed on equal terms, 
but the responsibility of leadership, which involves 
management of the Museum Schooner 'France' and direction 
of all undertakings in the field, is to be centered in 
you. You will doubtless find it advisable to delegate 
various duties in accordance with the tradition of the 
Expedition, which has been in the field for ten years. 
Thus the management of the vessel and crew will be under 
the immediate charge of the vessel's captain, who is in 
turn responsible to you. 

The terms of employment involve the usual con- 
ditions of all permanent American Museum employees as re- 
gards pension, insurance, and employers' liability. If 
you should become incapacitated through ill health, acci- 
dent, or otherwise, from carrying on the work for which 
_this appointment has been made, the Committee agrees to 
pay you two months' salary from the date on which you are 
incapacitated and the equivalent of your personal travel- 
ling and living expenses from the field to the United 
States. In the event of accident, you will receive, fur- 
thermore, the full protection of the New York State Com- 
pensation Act. In view of these provisions, it is agreed 
that you will release the Museum ani the Expedition from 
any further liability due to accident or ill health, which 


might necessitate the termination of your services. 
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We shall defray all necessary living and 
travelling expenses of you and Mr. Eyerdam from the 
date of sailing until your return at minimum first- 
class rates to the United States. We shall also sup- 
ply all essential equipment for your field work and 
defray the costs added to your living expenses be- 
tween the date of your return from Chicago and the 
date of sailing, which we understand will be by the 
Ganadian Pacific Steamship NIAGARA, leaving Vancouver 
on June 26, 1929. The salary of yourself and Mr. Eyer- 
dam will be at the rate of $50 per month each from 
August 1 to December 31, 1929, and $100 per month each 
thereafter. 

Mr. Hannibal Hamlin, the present -field leader 
of the Whitney Expedition, will be notified by cable of 
your arrival at Sydney on July 22, and will be asked to 
communicate with you by cable or wireless, so that you 
may carry out any business he wishes done at Sydney and 
join him with the least possible delay. Steamship trans- 
portation is available at short intervals between Sydney 
and Noumea, Samarai, Rabaul, and other ports of call of 
the Schooner 'France.' You are to report to Mr. Hamlin 
in accordance with his instructions, and put yourself un- 
der his leadership until such time as he relinquishes the 
command to you and leaves for the United States which, 
we anticipate, will be on or before September 1, 1929 . 


Before his departure Mr. Hamlin will arrange to transfer 
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the entire responsibility to you, including the Museum's 
financial credit with the Bank of New South Yales, the 
agencies of Burns Philp & Co., and other local organiza- 
tions. 

From Mr. Hamlin you can learn more fully than 
has been possible here of the recent field work of the 
'France,' the feasibility of beginning operations in es- 
pecially desirable fields, and the necessary steps re- 
quired by the various governmental, mandate, or local 
authorities. I may say that our first wishes are to 
complete work among the Solomon Islands, of which the 
most important remaining locality is the large island 
of Malaita, which has never been visited by naturalists. 
Ve wish to have Malaita worked as thoroughly as possible, 
including particularly the highlands. The island has, 
however, been previously avoided because cf hostile na- 
tives, and you are to undertake no operations there 
without the full authority and protection of the govern- 
ment representatives. The same applies, naturally, to 
any other field. 

After completion of work in the Solomons, we 
think that New Caledonia, which is also a very large and 
important island, should be an early objective, particu- 
larly Since deforestation is now reported to be proceeding 
there at a rapid rate. New Caledonia is wnder French con- 
trol, but we think that an approach through the local 


authorities, including the managers of the mineral and 
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agricultural undertakings, is more feasible than one 
through ordinary diplomatic chamels. Mr. Hamlin will 
have visited Noumea, the principal port of New Caledonia, 
before your arrival, and he can doubtless advise you. 
Phere remain in the New Guinea region the islands of 

New Britain, New Ireland, and the Admiralties, but the 
question of working these and of proceeding northward 
into the Japanese Mandate islands may be left for future 
consideration. 

You already know that the primary object of 
the Expedition is the collection of bird life and that 
we wish to have every locality worked as thoroughly as 
possible, so as to obtain examples of the entire avifauna 
in full series. We wish to acquire specimens sufficient 
not only for the study collection of the American Museum 
and the exhibits in our new building, which is to be de- 
voted mainly to island and oceanic bird life, but also 
duplicate material suitable for exchange with other in- 
stitutions throughout the world. At the same time, we 
wish you to make your investigations as broad as is con- 
sistent with conscientious ornithological work, and all 
other zoological specimens will be Si ieee 4 particu- 
lar we are agreeable to Mr. Eyerdam's plan that he col- 
lect mollusks as opportunity offers, and if he finds it 
possible to make subsequent studies in this field which 
will supplement the systematic and distributional work 
in ornithology, he may be assured of our enthusiastic 


encouragement and cooperation. We understand that Mr. 
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Eyerdam possesses an extensive personal collection of 
shells of the world, and the Committee will gladly ac- 
cede to his request to obtain subsequently a duplicate 
series of Whitney Expedition mollusks in exchange for 
his material from other regions. This may be left to 
future arrangement, with the assurance that the Com- 
mittee will take a generous and cooperative attitude. 
It is understood, however, that all collections of 
whatever nature, as well as photographs, notes, and 

all other records are to come to the American Museum 
and to be the property of this institution. As regards 
the personal use of such records and photographs, you 
may be assured that the usual privileges extended by 
the Museum will hold. It has always been our wish to 
have naturalists connected with the institution make 
use of their experiences in ways that are beneficial 

to themselves, provided only they are likewise creditable 
to science and education. Nothing is to be published 
without the express approval of the Whitney Expedition 
Committee. 

I must call your attention particularly to 
the need of economy and efficiency in carrying out your 
work. Our appropriation is barely sufficient for con- 
ducting such extensive operations, and at the present 
time we have fallen seriously behind, owing to the heavy 
expense of rehabilitating our vessel. The Schooner is 


now in first class condition, with a new Diesel enzine 
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and many improvements which have made life on board 
more comfortable. Mr. Hamlin reports ‘shat the en- 
gineer and the two best trained Polynesian collectors 
have agreed to remain for another year. The same is 
probably true of the captain, who is a gentleman and a 
good companion, as well as a man of long experience in 
the Melanesian region. Everything points, therefore, 
toward an auspicious beginning for your enterprise. We 
know of no finer opportunity for two well prepared young 
men of your apparent spirit and determination, and we 
fully believe that you can make it the begiming of a 
career to your liking. As regards your own ornithologi- 
cal work, it is our hope that you will continue after 
the conclusion of the field experience, and you may 
count upon all facilities, including such direction as 
I can give, in reporting upon special problems, perhaps 
in connection with future university work. 

Since it is to our mutual advantaze for you 
to keep as closely as possible in touch with the Museum, 
I request that you report by letter regularly every two 
weeks, as nearly as possible, even if your communications 
are very brief. The field notes made by you and Mr, 
Eyerdam should likewise be sent in frequently by regis- 
tered mail, so that they may be copied promptly. These 
will further serve to ep us in weds touch with the 
progress of the work. The original manuscripts will be 


preserved and returned Subsequently to the writers. It 
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is especially important that you notify us frequently 
of the movements of the vessel and of all periods in 
port, because in this way we are sometimes enabled to 
obtain rebates on our insurance premiums. The policies 
are held at the Museum and any matter calling for ad- 
justment, repairs to the vessel, ete., should be re- 
ported by cable, addressed merely to "fuseology,” New 
York, 

You will, I an sure, remember your heavy re- 
sponsibility to the Museun, and to the American flag, 
under which the Schooner 'Prance' is registered. Your 
tact and courtesy in dealing with government authorities 
and private individuals will not only determine in large 
measure the immediate success of your field work, but 
also have a far-reaching effect upon the attitude taken 
toward scientific investigators from the United States. 
You will be working as a guest in foreign territories, 

a relationship which must never be forgotten by any mem- 
ber of your force. 

With our best wishes for a campaign which may 
equal or excel the high standard of the past, I am 

Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) Robert Cushman Murphy 


I hereby accept the terms of the foregoing 


letter. 
(Signed) William F. Coultas 
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June 14-26. Two weeks in Seattle gave Mr. 
Eyerdam and me sufficient time to assemble all of our 
gear and effects. Our instructions were to take only 
the bare necessities as everything required in our work 
would be found on the Schooner 'France' when we arrived. 
Like most other people, though, we accumulated far more 
of odds and ends then we had need for later on. 

Eyerdam had made, for his conchological work, 
a long heavy cone-shaped dredge and two small flat-topped 
dredges which he hoped to use in dragging the bottoms of 
harbors. His idea. being to fasten a long line to each 
of these, carry them in an open boat to the center of a 
harbor, where the 'France' was anchored, re them over- 
board and later, with the use of the windlass aboard the 
vessel pull the dredges to the ship and thereby obtain 
examples of the marine life from the bottoms of narbors. 

Ye had made, also, a number of wooden boxes 
in dimensions of 4' x 2' x 2' which were cut to uniform 
Size, knocked down and crated into small compact bundles. 
These were to be assembled later as cases and used in 
the field for Shipping specimens to the Museum. ‘The 
_ general idea was a good one. We found many uses for these 
cases aboard the ship. In the future, though, I should 
prefer to wait until I reached some port or gettlement 
‘Dene the field. of operations and there have a reliable 
Carpenter make up a number of uniform cases all tin-lined,--~- 


ready to be soldered after the Specimens are in the case. 
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Ornithological specimens which are to be shipped from 
South Sea Islands should all be placed in water-tight, 
unlined cases. 

Several communications reached me in Seattle, 
from Dr. Murphy in New York. Iwas nleased to learn 
that Dr. Ernst Mayr, then working in New Guinea, would 
join us aboard the Sehooner 'France.' Likewise a copy 
of the minutes of the meeting of the Whitney Committee 
of June 6 was forwarded, which urged the completion of 
the Solomon Islands and,nvarticularly,the relatively un- 
known island of Malaita as the first and most important 
Objective of the expedition. 

On June 26, after cabling Dr. Murphy of our 
departure, Mr. Hyerdam and I sailed from Vancouver, 5. C., 
aboard the Canadian-Australian Steamshin NIAGARA, for 
Sydney, Australia,via Honolulu, Suva, Fiji, and Auckland, 
N. Z. In Sydney, we were to get in touch with Mr. Hanni- 
bal Hamlin, the leader of the Expedition, and ascertain 
where we might join him. 

June 26-July 20. Aboard the S. S. NIAGARA. On 
July 9, I received a radio from Hamlin, advising me to 
"report to Jack Sharp of Burns Philp & Co. for instruc- 
tions." 

July 20-27. Sydney, Australia. A radio and 
letter from Hamlin were received upon our arrival in 
Sydney. He advised us “6 join him at FPaisi in the 


Solomon Islands. The closest we could come to that was 
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Kieta on Bougainville Island. I informed him by radio 
accordingly, also reported our arrival in Sydney, to 

the Museum, by letter. Made a number of purchases for 
Hamlin as instructed. Obtained passage aboard the 5S. S. 
MARSINA, Burns Philp S. S. Co., for Kieta, Bougainville 
Island. 

July 28-August 17. Aboard the S. S. !ARSINA, 
enroute Sydney, Australia, to Kieta, Bougainville Island, 
via Brisbane, Samarai, Rabaul, Kavieng, Witu, Salamua, 
Sorikan and Numa-Numa, a roundabout course, but the 
quickest available. On August 15, we found the Schooner 
'France' ,with Hamlin and Mayr on board, anchored in the 
harbor at Sorikan, Bougainville Island, where they had 
put in with engine trouble. Because of customs regula- 
tions on our freight and baggage, we all agreed that it 
would be better for Hyerdam and me to go on to Kieta and 
await the arrival of the 'France' there, a few days hence. 

August 17. Disembarked from S. S. MARSINA at 
Kieta, Bougainville Island, Mandated Territory New Guinea. 
Mr. Eyerdam and I took up quarters in a copra shed be- 
longing to Mr. Tom Ebery. We arranged later, by com- 
promise, to take our meals with him also. Informed the 
Museum by letter of our arrival at destination. 

August 17-29. Mr. Eyerdam and I, not having 
bird collecting equipment, spent our time gathering con- 
Ghological material of all kinds. We obtained some 250 


pounds of shells representing about 200 species of which 
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Eyerdam thinks about 20 are new forms. All of these 
shells were collected in Kieta harbor, either on the 
reefs or along the sandy beaches. Wednesday, August 
28. Hamlin arrived in Kieta, having come down from 
Numa-Numa by canoe and road. He apvears badly dis- 
turbed over the engine and propeller, which must be 
repaired before they can be used again. I believe 
that Mr. Izod, the engineer who installed this en- 
gine in the ‘France! rm Samarai, neglected to secure 
the propeller to the shaft with a locking nut before 
the 'France' was returned to the water from the sLip. 
AS a consequence, the tail shaft is out of alignment 
and the main bearings of the engine worn badly. 

As matters now stand, the vessel must be 
Sailed to a slip-way where it can be pulled up and 
repairs conducted. Hamlin does not care to return to 
Samarai, but is cabling Rabaul and Tulagi, asking 
prices on the slipping job. 

August 29 (Thursday). Kieta. With Everdam 
_for shells in the morning. At 3 P. M. the Schooner 
"Prance' arrived with Dr. Mayr and Robert Crookshank, 
Commander R. N. (the captain) aboard. Dr. Mayr down 
with a dose of fever. Hamlin assured us that, since 


he must await replies to his cables, we would have 
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plenty of time to tidy up the ship before embarking our 


effects. 


August 30 (Friday). Kieta. There are now 
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four members of Beck's 014 Polynesian erew aboard the 
'France.' Teora, temporary engineer, David and Charley, 
Sailor and bird skimners, and Manuel, the boatswain of 
the ship. These men came ashore this morning and embarked 
our heavy stores which they arranged in the hold. Eye rdam 
and I along the sand beach for shells. 

August 31 (Saturday). Kieta. Hamlin received 
a Satisfactory reply from Chang Chang slip-master at 
Tulagi, advising that the 'Prance’ could be Slipped if 
the tide were suitable. There ig no reply from the New 
York cable. Hamlinis without funds. Everdam and I 
‘brought only enough money to enable us to reach our des- 
tination. The cabin boys were engaged cleaning out bunk 
Space for Hyerdam and myself while the crew were employed 
repairing stay sail and fitting new foot ropes to foresail 
and mainsail. It will be necessary to nurse our old sails 
along now that we must depend upon them entirely for our 
transportation. Eyerdam for shelis. Myself aboard ship. 
Dr. Mayr much better. He deplores the lack of reading ma- 
terial in this pvart of the world, as do all of us. He also 
asked me to send a note to the Museum requesting more 
scientific publications covering the area in which we are 
working. This I did. 

September 1 (Sunday). Kieta. No radios to-day. 
Crew engaged embarking our stores, much against their 
wishes. HKyerdam and I ashore for shells. We extended our 
range away from the beach and visited small fresh water 


streams and mangrove swamps. 
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September 2 (Monday). Kieta. Hamlin was en- 
gaged with customs and health clearances, purchases at 
Tom Hbery's seth and sundries. I can see right now 
that a small task with the Govermment, such as a clearance 
for a ship, that would ordinarily require an hour, can 
and does consume a day's time. I am sure that, were we 
to attempt bird collecting in this spare time, we would 
waste a week obtaining vermits. Eyerdam and I did, though, 
comb the beaches again for shells and have, as a result, 
five Benzine cases of material from this locality. 

September 2 (Tuesday). Kieta. Hamlin ashore 
with Government affairs. He has decided not to wait for 
a reply from New York but will have that forwarded to him 
at Tulagi, Solomon Islands. Crew watering ship. 

At 2P. M., Mr. Tom Zbery came alongside the 
'France' with his little ketch, 'Saucy Polly,' and towed our 
vessel out of the harbor. We are forced to tack back and 
forth inside a long reef against a S/E breeze. Enroute 
Paisi, Solomon Islands. 

September 4 (Wednesday). September 5 (Thursday) 
(At sea). Slow progress southeasterly direction azainst | 
light and variable winds accompanied by occasional rain , 
Squalls. A few terns and a Sula leucogaster were collected 
at sea. No petrels, though one example of what we took to 
be Pterodroma becki was sighted just at dusk on the night 
of the fifth. 


September 6 (Friday). Paisi. Vessel anchored 


in FPaisi harbor, British Solomon Islands, at 6 A. M. Mr. 
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Willer, the district officer off to clear ship. He re- 
ports that the 5S. S. MATARAM will arrive Sunday. Hemlin 
is expecting ship's supplies from W. S. Tait and Co., 
Sydney. All of us at work skinning sea birds. I am 
astounded at the speed with which Hamlin and the Poly- 
nesians skin and prepare their specimens. To see Hamlin 
or Teora remove the skin from a tern and make it up into 
a bird-skin in eight or ten minutes is almost too much 
for me. 

I have been trained in the slow, careful labora- 
tory methods which do not attempt quick work. My first 
task will be to learn speed. i#yerdan will have to wait 
until he finds easy specimens before he begins work. Dr. 
Mayr is in a class with me, slow in his methods. 

Sentember 7 (Saturday). Faisi. No collecting. 

Eyerdam zot out his long cone-shaped dredge, attached a 

rope to it, lowered it into the longs boat and carried the 
thing about 20 yards astern of the 'Trance' and dropped 

the dredge into 17 fathoms of water. He returned to the 
vessel, attached the rope end to the windlass and began 
winding. At the first tauzht pull the rove parted and | 
“Zyerdan lost his deep sea dredge. It is just as well that 

he did for #yerdam will now have to delegate some of his 
interest to bird collecting and skinning. 

September 8 (Sunday). Faisi. S. S. MATARAM in 
port at 9 A. M. A radio from Dr. Chapman to Hamlin ad- 
vising the dispvaten by cable of $1500.00. EKyerdam and I 


along the reefs for ghells. In the evening, the ship's 
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complement went aboard the MATARAM for dimmer. This 

is the accepted custom among island peoplez-to go aboard 

every over-seas vessel (once every 6 weeks) for a meal 

of fresh vegetables, cold storage meat and cold beer. 
September 9 (Monday). Paisi. Eyverdam and I 


engaged packing the specimens obtained by Mayr and Ham- | 


lin on Nissan or Sir Charles Hardy Island. Got them all 
into one case and aboard the MATARAM for shipment to New 
York via Sydney (the only route available). 

Hamlin and Mayr engaged with correspondence. 


Myself one letter to Dr. Murphy explaining our movements. 


————— 


Crew engaged cutting firewood and fresh water, are the 
most important requisites aboard ship and oftentimes the 


most difficult to obtain. very opportunity should be 


seized to replenish the supply aboard. 


September 10 (Tuesday). Faisi. Hamlin has 


| 


learned that the cargo, which he ordered transhipped from 
Tulagi to Faisi on the MATARAM, did not arrive with the 
vessel though he has received the bills of lading for the 
same. Burns Philp and CO.'s store manager has advised him 
that possibly the cargo will arrive on board the H. M. S. 


‘Ranadi' due in Faisi on September 1%,.or perhaps at a 





later date on the little schooner 'Myopa' belonging to 
Burns Philp and Co. 

Hamlin has, in the past, enacted quite a saving 
by purchasing provender and ship's supplies through Y. S. 
Tait and Co., Sydney, who will deliver such staple articles 


much more cheaply than the island firms do. Unfortunately, 
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for this arrangement, the Sydney purchases must be car- 
ried to the islands in Burns Philp’s ships, who are com- 
petitors of W. S. Tait and Co. Quite naturally Burns 
Philp and Co. do delay such shipments and otherwise im- 
pede the delivery of Sydney cargo. 

This is the problem confronting Hamlin at the 
moment. He does not have funds to duplicate his Sydney 
order, nor would he care to with several months' supply 
of commestibles somewhere in the group, He has decided 
to await the arrival of the 'Ranadi,' though he has no 
radio facilities at hand with which to check up on the 
vessel. 

Three natives, two from Malaita Island and one 
from San Cristoval Island who have finished their con- 
tracts on a neighboring cocoanut plantation, came on 
board and asked permission to work their way back to Tu- 
lagi. This was a piece of good fortune as we will re- 
quire extra hands to help handle the ship in the long 
beat to windward to reach Tulagi. 

Hamlin went ashore to the Lo Fung plantation 
for birds. Eyerdam and Mayr along the reef for shells. 

I am afraid I incurred the displeasure of Ham- 
lin by purchasing jails;saws, hammer, brace and bits to 
make bookracks, chests of drawers and benches in the cabin 
aS well as a series of bird racks in the main hold. 

I don't think the bird skins should be left ex- 
posed to cockroaches, etc. in the main hold, though I must 


admit that bird skins kept inside a cotton gauze enclosure 
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do not dry out as quickly as those left out in the open. 

September 11 (Yednesday). Paisi. Hamlin and 
Mayr collecting sea birds. The harbor and environs are 
so surrounded with mangrove swamp that a penetration into 
the interior is an almost impossible feat. What little dry 
land there is, is taken up with buildings or cocoanut plan- 
tations. iyerdam ashore for his blessed shells again. He 
certainly is a shell collector; no one can dispute that 
fact. Myself aboard ship making bird drying racks in the 
hold. 

The crew employed scraping woodwork, the decks, 
and the masts with bits of broken glass. I, personally, 
deplore the idea of scraping masts or deck of a wooden 
ship. The scraping was Beck's original idea and has been 
carried on ever since. It is well enough to oil decks and 
masts but never scrape them. 

All of us at work skinning birds to-night. 

September 12 (Thursday), Faisi. Hamlin, Mayr 
and uyerdam away at daylight in a pinnace to collect birds. 
They returned rather late, hungry, wet and tired, but with 
a good bag of material. ‘Ye work very late working up the 
Specimens. 

September 13 (Priday). Paisi. Cavtain Crook- 
Shank and [ to Sariga Island along with Charley and David 
for birds. The H. M. S. ‘Ranadi' arrived in port without 
Hamlin's supplies. This puts us in a rather awkward po- 
Sition. What are we to do without Supplies? Hamlin has 


concluded to purchase a few absolute necessities and sail 
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over to Choiseul Island to work there a short time in 
quest of Microgoura meeki before continuing on down to 
Tulagi. Mayr and I suggested that perhaps it would be 
better for him to drop us with Eyerdam somewhere along 
the coast and continue on with the ship to Tulagi while 
we were engaged in collecting. Hamlin contended that 
it was not practical to split up the party when we were 
dependent upon sail power only and now in the season of 


light and variable winds. 


September 14 (Saturday). Faisi. Hamlin ashore 
to purchase as many stores as he had funds for. Hove up 
the anchor at noon and departed for Choiseul Bay at the 
north end of Choiseul Island, with the wind abeam,. 

September 15 (Sunday). Choiseul Bay. Anchored 
at the northern end of the bay at 2 P. M. Teora and I 
ashore for birds. Much to the amusement of Hamlin and 
the chagrin of Mayr, we brought back a beautiful collec- 
tion of the most common material on the island, to wit: 
sun birds (Cinnyris), starlings (Aplonis), beach king- 
fishers (Halcyon saurophaga), megapodes (Mezapodius), and 
pigeons (Ducula rubricera). This is a good average con- 
tribution for one's first trip ashore. The more desirable 
material is acquired after one becomes better acquainted 
with the area in which he is working. 

September 16 (Monday). Choiseul Bay. Hamlin 
explained the nature of his return visit to Choiseul Is- 


land, the capture of Microgoura meeki and Turdus choiseuli, 
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neither of which Beck's party obtained on their visit 
to this island in November 1927. There is other good 
material on the island to be collected as well. 

Seven hunters ashore from the ship at 7 A.M.-- 
Hamlin, Mayr, Hyerdam, Teora, Charley, David and myself. 
We rowed a mile and a half to the small village of Poro 
Poro at the extreme north end of Choiseul Bay. There 
three more single barrel twenty-gauge guns were given to 
the most intelligent-looking natives in the village, with 
instructions to them to collect the microgoura, hawks, 
rails, pittas, owls, bush kingfishers, ete. Guides were 
also obtained for the white complement. 

We all agreed to return to the village at 5 P.M. 
to take the boats to the ship. Lunch was provided for all 
of us in the form of two ship's biscuits and a tin of sar- 
dines each. This is an 014 standard ration dating back 
to the days of Beck's leadership. 

After questioning the natives regarding trails, 
likely hunting areas, native gardens, swamps, ete., each 
of us took off in a different direction for the day's work. 

I drew a native named Misacki for a guide, who 
had worked in Tulagi previously, and who retained a fair 
knowledge of the English language. He was very natient 
with me, a new comer, who knew Scarcely one word of this 
South Sea jargon that is used exclusively in these islands. 
Ye communicated our ideas by signs, grunts, and a few 
Scattered words. Before the day was over, I discovered 


that my new vocabulary was increasing in size, though it 





tiety Yleel ao fenleards ydteg e'steed Hole to gene eee 
bose seus et sted? sTSCl, t¥ dosyall at taele) eidd of 
[fer es betee(los ed ot Sunfet add ne le ltetam 


“=,U,A ° #2 aids edt mort etoden avetaent gege8 


Flesys hrs hive? ,yelrsd0 ,s108T ,tepRBeS erysM (nlfmen 


OtOT FO exc litvetfeae edt oz tledve Sor eftm’a Berot oF 
read? .vei [reeion) to fae ddtog enettte” edt te oteT 
Of EVIE otTew eany eRuaE-ytiiens levtsd ole te stom cede 
Bite .steiltv edi nti ssviten .citool-stes tf fetal dem ene 
;aiwad ,siuogoto!i« sty JoeLloo of ned? of eno tt ouvdent 
STeM eODINe Loto ,credeltarit devd ,efn6) jeatdlg” jel tee 
_«dvemefgeoe otidw edd tot Keatetee oels 

WS sae (civ oat of niuiet ot beergs (fs oh 


Eis ot ‘Bedtvor eax Meats L -jide cid oF etpod edt exes of 


eae to 02 s bus. et wondd e'qide om Yo wot et af au ‘to 
em nolgat fishnets fio ‘nus Gf eta?) sesso mente 
RRR os 

009842 x ttxose1 Geviden edd painottecop teste 


foes ,.o%s .eq ene .Sasties evivec +8801 gatvand ylewti -~ 


Hton ef ued one ot wottces Hh cane: Sao 


Od@ ,eblie 2 tot ivoeot! heman evider 6 weit — 
sist 2 hewtezo: odw tas ,¢fesolverd eetot on ieavewined 
wHObIae Vey eas sii .opecenet netigas ed? to epbelwoad 
eladi to Dtow sie clectsea wens odw ,tecoo wen s ,om ddle 
popelal epoud of yleviauloxe bess #8 todd noptat see dee08 
wet a fas ,strorg »faopte te eae hb ace detec lasmes et 
fetevoog ib I  »revo saw yeb edd etoted -ebrow bere’ dace 
¢i aguoid ,ov!e ni wileseton] saw vreiodsocy tomlin amit 


will take me months to become proficient in this new 
tongue. 

Misacki, the guide, took me through the 
secondary bush, and native gardens near the village, 
thence on into the interior of the island where we 
found some true forest and great areas of mangrove 
swamps. If there was no path, he cut one through the 
underbrush with nis long bush knife. Though I heard 
numbers of ducula, doves, crows, graucalus, and small 
birds calling in the trees and shrubs, I saw very few 
of them. Countless times my guide tried to point out 
some specimens to me. I could not locate it no matter 
how hard I strained my eyes. Misacki became disgusted 
with me. I became dreadfully discouraged before evening. 

There is only one remedy for this PLight > I 
must spend long hours in the bush in the future, until 
I learn to recognize the calls of birds, find their 
habitats, their movements, and their flights. Fortu- 
nately, for me, I have had a good training in North 
American ornithology in the field. This knowledge will 
be of use to me here. 

The area around Choiseul Bay is composed of 
mangrove swamps, which cover large areas, some secondary 
buso and a like amount of true forest. The ground is of 
coralline formation with its accompanying heavy under- 
brush. Small streams ani seepages are found in abundance. 
There are no hills or upland zones except to the south 


of Choiseul Bay and those are Only a few hundred feet in 
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height. From Choiseul Bay one can walk seven or eight 
miles in an easterly direction, through lowland scrub 
and thickets, to the east coast of Choiseul Island. 
There are no hills or raised plateaus to the north and 
west of this bay as the maps would indicate. 

The whole area of Choiseul Bay is sparsely 
populated. A cocoanut plantation, with a white overseer, 
Mr. Everett, and a line of 86 indentured natives, is lo- 
cated on the southeast side of the bay. Poro Poro, a 
native village of about a dozen houses and approximately 
30 dirty, scraggly, Choiseul Island natives, is situated 
at the northern end of the bay. There are, to the best 
of my knowledge, no natives in the interior nor along 
the gea-coast for a distance of ten miles in any direction. 

The northern end of the island is supposed to 
be almost devoid of natives. The whole of the population 
of Choiseul is dying out rapidly and what natives are left 
are to be found along the seacoast in the center and 
southern end of the island. 

Missionaries have encouraged the natives. to 
abandon their mountain homes and reside near the seacoast 
where the former can establish mission stations more 
easily. As a consequence, vast areas of the interior are 

devoid of all human life. Those individuals, who come 
down from the mountains or hills, oftentimes succumb to 
the heat and malaria along the seacoast. This is a 
sorry plight,indeed,and should be discouraged by the 


Government. 
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Choiseul Bay is one of the first known lo- 
ealities in the Solomon Islands, having been visited 
as early as 1768 by Bougainville in the course of his 
round-the-world voyage. Yet even at this date scarcely 
anything has been added to the brief knowledge of the 
island itself. From a hydrographer's standpoint the 
coast line of Choiseul is marked off in a series of 
dots and dashes with no definite areas or harbors lo- 
cated except the aforesaid mentioned bay. 

It is true that there are a few local man- 
grove navigators throughout the group who can pilot 
Small pinnaces and power boats along the coast in the 
daytime though none of them ever try it at night. 

Without local knowledge of the reefs and areas, it is 
a risky business piloting the 'Prance! through this 
area under sail only. I presume Hamlin took these 
matters into consideration when he chose Choiseul Bay 
as an anchorage for the vessel, although this place is 
not a satisfactory hunting-ground,. 

All of us returned to the Ship at 5 P.M. with 
a moderate number of birds. Enroute to the ship I rode 
in a Choiseul canoe without an Outrigger, They are not 
difficult to handle when one learns to paddle continuous, 
as one must do, to keep from Capsizing. These dugouts 
without outrigeers are Similar to our American birch bark 
canoes but far more treacherous. There are advant ages in 
learning to handle a native Canoe; one can get to places 


where the averaze Ship's boat cannot penetrate. 
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Aboard ship, and all of us into the main hold 
to work. The complement of the 'France' has always used 
the hold in preference to the deck in Skinning specimens. 
The hold has its disadvantages in that it is hot and 
stuffy, especially at night with a gasolene lamp burning 
and seven or eight men working. Had a system of ventila- 
tion been worked out with ventilators forward near the 
windlass, some of this discomfort could have been overcome, 
Work is carried on at a long table rigged fore and aft of 
the ship with all of our gear, cotton, bamboos, corn meal, 
and wrap cotton near at hand. The arrangement is neat 
and compact and tends toward Speed and good workmanship 
at the expense of discomfort. 

On deck, skinning has its disadvantages. The 
breeze or wind is very apt to blow the feathers of a 
Specimen about and get them messy, while one is working. 
This does slow down the work. Ag there is not room 
enough for the long table on the deck, each preparator 
must carry all of his gear with him or walk back and 
forth to the main Supply. Time is lost here also. 

There is always the danger of rain squalls which no 
amount of canvas awnings can keen from wetting the speci - 
mens exposed. About the only advantage in the latter 
method is the comfort derived. 

Hamlin was very discouraged with the first day's 
collecting at Choiseul Bay. The quantity was there but 
not the quality. When Mr. Everett of the plantation came 
for dinner, Hamlin made up his mind to go with one of 


the former's Chinese engineers, per gas boat, to the other 
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side of the island and there look for Microgoura meeki. 
September 17 (Tuesday). Choiseul Bay. Ham- 
lin, with Charles and David, departed at 9 A.M. for 
Senga down the coast. They obtained passage on a small 
pinnace that is going that way to collect Trochus shell 
and copra. Mayr, Eyerdam and I will carry on here until 
such time as Hamlin and party return. The three of us 
ashore hunting after Hamlin's departure. Our bag for the 
day showed no startling results. lLIyerdam is learning to 
remove the skins of specimens but takes to it very slowly. 
September 18 (Yednesday). Choiseul Bay. Mayr, 
Eyerdam and I, with Teora and Manuel up the Mulamabuli 
River to the south, as far as the rapids, in the ship's 
boat. We returned to the ship at dusk without Manuel, 
thinking he had gone home another way. Later, about 7:30 
P.M., we heard the reports of his shotgun and returned for 
him. Manuel, supposedly, had shot a wild pig and wounded 
it; at the Same time a companion to the wounded one charged 
him and drove Manuel up a tree. There he remained until 
Teora found him. I might add that it was not until after 
dark that we could hear the sound of Manuel's shots (two 
of them at a time, agreed upon, to attract attention). 
September 19 (Thursday). Choiseul Bay. Mayr 
With Teora and Jack (San Cristoval) departed in the small 
boat for the highlands south and east of Choiseul Bay, there 
to establish a camp and remain several days. Hyerdam and 
two local natives ashore for specimens, myself aboard 


labelling skins. Our party returned early. We spent the 





.tdeeq stwoxotel 10% Yoel ened? das bagled off to BRIE 


~cni sxe Seed .fysbben?) Ss sedmeeaes 

| 1G? M.A @' te Bettaash ,fiveif Brus eéixeand diffe alt 
[lemg ep «0 Sgesueq teaistda yedt dead od? avoh egreé 
(fodm esdoowt toelfoo of yew Jeu? Radog eb ided’ eomumiy 
ittas ered ao ytiso [ilw 1 boo medrese eel ieteeo Bos 
ei to estit sd? .cwwter yi1e0 Bae offimed es emf? dode 
Sit not aed wo .ctutusqel c'ntinel t]ests wosaed o1odde 
Of arioree al miteva .23 (veer gtttisate on erode Yab 
MEW le yu 34 of cox 204 anémtooge to enliei edd evel 

tybl® .wet fseetord .{yshecaber) or teumetqee | > 
Madereti's od3 qs fovne't bas-ex08T vee ot mua “ae8vevs 
Baide-ed? ot ,abtqat ‘ot Se 48% ope. dtv0e ont OF Teyts 
. Teena”! ‘tuodt in devs do qt etd o8 bectster et .fe0d 
ORY Ywode Vrednt  wyen 10-2018 etiom cape bed ef yattaldd 
Ret Nerqoder Sno muytGde ard to 22 cuge% Bat “papott on ant 
Debasowtns ata biiwe code ded \yfieseagbe .femial said 
Seiede: ono bidnwow oft 03 coinoamoe a) omit ened et? Bp yF2 
Lise Peatemer ad ered .oond 6 gi eons ovorb Bas mid 


869% Litow ton esx t+ tate bog tipter T oid Arey stpoet 


ont) Bode e«* fones *o Sagoe ed? tweed Stooe ew 2ocd ABD 
(aotsietés tosrtse od aoe boosge ohh? «: ta meds To 
myeHe .vaE fuertortd: +iyshsauelt) ef xodmetqee ae 
[fem ecint betxs ob | Levodese® pee) aeet sap-aeeen aa ty 
ede ye Ivertods to tbee 5ha ituo8 whtuet ae bi ods ‘tod deod 


bea Sefiow® .aye! fevevee oiegser Fae amo # tensdetee!o9 


fhisote “hissy ,eteriseds tot erodes febot awe 
} ineqe oY 6. ( ites botinter ytteg Gia oe 









* 


- 


—————— SL << LU lc 


afternoon and evening preparing specimens. 

September 20 (Friday). Choiseul Bay. Hyerdam 
in his bunk with fever. Myself ashore with Misacki and 
two other local natives. We tramped the bush faithfully, 
but with poor results. At work all evening on specimens. 
Considerable rain to-day. The Captain is able to do very 
little about the ship with only one sailor and two helpers. 
He keeps these busy at paint work ani repairing sails. 

September 21 (Saturday). Choiseul Bay. Hyerdam 
and I ashore hunting with natives. We were engaged in the 
same area with the same results. The natives did obtain 
a few desirable specimens. Mayr returned with his comple- 
ment from the bush camp. He reports a wet trip and poor 
results. ‘The birds, apparently, are not in that area. 

September 22 (Sunday). Choiseul Bay. Mayr and 
Eyerdam to the reefs for shells. Myself into the bush for 
birds. 

September 23 (Monday). Choiseuwl Bay. Mayr, 
Eyerdam and I ashore for birds. One of the native hunters 
returned with a splendid hawk which Mayr believes to be a 
specimen of Accipiter eichhornj. This addition to the col- 
lection gives us hope. We feel that, at last, the hunters 
are beginning to find material. Mayr has proven to be a 
great help to Hyerdam and me, both with bush lore and birds. 
To have someone with us who can identify material and di- 
rect the activities of the hunters is far more expedient 
than just trusting to luck. Natives have no sense of 


values as far as ornithological research is concerned. 
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They look upon one bird much the same as another, unless 
it be one whose feathers can be used for a tribal dance. 
In that case he will undoubtedly keep the bird for himself. 

September 24 (Tuesday). Choiseul Bay. Mayr, 
Eyerdam, Teora and I ashore collecting. The ship's crew 
were employed cutting fire wood. The results for the day 
were encouraging. Teora obtained a beautiful example of 
Accipiter eichhorni. Mayr was able to identify the speci- 
men without difficulty. The quantity of our day's bag 
kept us occupied until well after midnight. 

September 25 (VYednesday). Choiseul Bay. All of 
us ashore hunting early. I returned to the ship at noon 
to help the Captain with some carpenter work. Our skipper 
is not a tradesman; he is a navigator. 

September 26 (Thursday). Choiseul Bay. All 
of us ashore hunting with fair results. Eyerdam, whose 
"strength. is as the strength of ten", managed to pull the 
head off an eagle (Cuncuma leucogaster) while trying to 
skin it; no mean feat. HEyerdam is slowly improving in his 
bird skinning. He will not be ready to make up specimens 
for many days yet. 

September 27 (Friday). Choiseul Bay. The two 
Polynesian members of the crew and the three Solomon Ts- 
landers engaged in a free-for-all fight this morning be- 


fore we could get on deck to stop them. Outside of a “ew 
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split lips and a couple of black eyes, no damage was 
done. Mixed crews of this kind will not cooperate. 

We must dispose of either one or the other of them. 
Mayr, tyerdam and I ashore hunting with our local com- 
plement. We had a miserable time of it with rain and 
mist. A few good specimens were procured. 

September 28 (Saturday). Choiseul Bay. All 
of us ashore hunting. A day of a continuous downvour 
of rain. Mayr and I, hunting together, took shelter in 
an old native lean-to in a garden area and spent our 
time there. Despite the deluge, we were able to obtain 
and make up eighteen Specimens for the day. 

We all feel,at the end of the week,that we are 
wasting time in this locality. The area does not harbor 
the desirable material that we should like. Hamlin shoulda 
have taken one or more of us with him, for the sake of 
training, if for no other reason. 

September 29 (Sunday). Choiseul Bay. All of 
the white complement to Mr. Everett's plantation for 
Sunday dinner. White men, who are stationed alone on 
outlying plantations, are lonesome individuals, who seize 
every Occasion to foster acquaintanceship. Sometimes they 
overdo their hospitality to the detriment of their guests. 

September 30 (Monday). Choiseul Bay. Rained 
all day. Mayr and iyerdam to a small reef island near the 
Ship where they procured a few examples of Monarcha 


inornatus and quantities of shells. Myself aboard ship 
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engaged in making another cockroach-proof bird rack in 
the hold. 
Hyerdam has filled the ship with shells that 
he has not bothered to clean properly. The stench from 
them is terrible. The rest of us have complained bit- 
terly about his carelessness but to no avail. From now 
on, if the material is not cleaned we shall throw it 
overboard. Another favorite trick of Eyerdam's is to 
bring a bag full of shells aboard with hermit crabs in- 
side the hosts. At night we hear these crabs walking 
about the floor of the cabin dragging their homes after 
them, or, at times, listen to them dropping from beams 
and ledges where they have been crawling. The answer to 
all this is a cabin littered with shells; others drop 
down into crevices where the hermit crab dies and adds 
to the odor of other marine life in the forward hold. 
Little matters like these bring on ill-feeling and later 
quarrels. Heaven knows,there is enough of this cropring 
up on any vessel of this type where men live in a small 
confinement without much outside intercourse with others. 
October 1 (Tuesday). Choiseul Bay. Mayr, 
tyerdam and I hunting with our native assistants. Rain 
drove us in at noon. We managed to make up 21 skins for 
our effort. A visit from Mr. Everett. He is in distress. 
One or more of his natives have broken into his Storerooms 
and have stolen trade goods and money to the extent of over 


9300.00. He has asked us to helr him, but we feel that 
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he had better go to Paisi and engage the services of 

the Government, whose business it is to attend to such 
matters. Mr. Everett spent the night with us. He ig 

a little afraid of his line of boys, eighty-six of them, 
who are a few too many for one white man of his size and 


strength to handle. 


October 2-4 (Yednesday-Friday). To Paisi and 
return. Mr. Everett has decided to go to Faisi, in his 
little pinnace, 'Aroma,' to seek Government aid. We, on 
board, held a conference and concluded to make use of 
this opportunity to obtain much needed Supplies. MWe are 
about out of the essentials; rice, ship's biscuits, 
meats, sugar, etc., that we use every day. With the long 
beat to windward to Tulagi, we must have a goodly quantity 
aboard ship. I was elected to accompany Mr. Everett to | 
obtain such of these commestibles as Burns Philp and Co. 
would credit me with. 

Mr. Everett and I left Choiseul Bay at 7 A.M., 
reached Faisi, picked up our stores, Mr. Miller, the Dis- 
trict officer, and returned to Choiseul Bay Friday évening 
4 P.M. 

Upon my return, I found the rest of the comple- 
ment in open rebellion. Both Mayr and iyerdam have been 
in the bush collecting. Hamlin has not returned, nor has 
word reached here from him. Crookshank, the Captain, is 
anxious to reach Tulagi and be with his wife. Mayr and 
Hyerdam are tired of the place. They informed me as goon 


as I came on board that they were going to take the ship 
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to Tulagi and let Hamlin catch the S.S. MATARAM, which 
calls at Choiseul Bay for copra on the 20th of the 
month. In this way,Hamlin would reach Tulagi ahead of 
us and make arrangements for the Slipping of the 'Prance,.' 
In the discussion that ensued, all agreed to wait one 
more day for Hamlin. 

October 5 (Saturday). Choiseul Bay. Mayr, 
Eyerdam and I ashore for specimens; crew engaged watering 
Ship and cutting firewood. In the evening dispatehed let- 
ters to the Museum, packed up a few clothes, ammunition, 
and requisites for Hamlin to be left in care of Mr. Everett. 
A letter reached us from Hamlin at Lilio village, dated 
October 3. He advised us to procure supplies for the 
Ship and make ready for the trip to Tulagi. He further 
stated that he would be gone another week at least. 

I wrote Hamlin in turn, unwisely for it was 
not my original idea, that we were going on to Tulagi and 
were leaving clothing and supplies for him with Mr. Everett. 

October 6 (Sunday). To sea.-- The 'FPrance! 
put to sea at daylight. There was no breeze. We were 
forced to rely upon the outgoing tide to earry us out of 
' the herber.. Mr. Everett came along with his pinnace and 
gave us a tow. Once clear of the reefs we drifted until 
10 P.M. when a land breeze Sprang up and carried us ina 
southerly direction. 

Our stay at Choiseul Bay from September 16 to 
October 6 was not a profitable one. Something over a 


hundred forms were taken, but not nearly the quantity of 
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desirable material we should have obtained during the 
length of time we were engaged in the field. Looking 
over this period at a later date,I am afraid we were 
not as conscientious in our colledting as we could have 
been. 

October 7-8 (Monday, Tuesday). At sea. Have 
found that ships rats have eaten through the cotton zauze 
around the bird racks and have destroyed the feet of a 
few specimens. This is the first intimation that we have 
these guests aboard the 'France.' I immediately set to 
work to replace the cotton gauze with conper wire screening. 
Several times, while the vessel was drifting, Evyerdam and 
I alternated with the ship's boat and chased after petrels, 
without success. Labeled all specimens in the hold. 

October 9 (Wednesday). At sea. Hamlin, with 
Charley and David, in a big Choiseul war canoe caught up 
with the ship this morning. Hamlin was terribly upset by 
our action and ended un by dismissing the captain. He 
retired to his bunk soon after with a bad does of gastric 
malaria. I am afraid he has had a hard trip. Myself down 
with fever for the first time. 

October 10 (Thursday). Luti plantation. Hamlin 
has decided to put in at Luti plantation, which is abeam 
of us. There we will continue our search par Microgoura 
meeki and other material. Ship anchored off Luti at 12 
noon. Mr. Berry of the plantation off to the ship to nay 


his respects and inquire of our business. He informed us 
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that we would find a beautiful, almost unknown harbor 
and perfect anchorage about 6 miles to the southeast 
of his place. His anchorage, off Luti plantation, is 
not a safe one in any kind of weather. P.M. Mayr and 
I ashore collecting. We found nothing but swamp area 
near the coast. Hamlin and I developed pictures at 
night with some suceess. We are using a Rhodinol solu- 
tion in a tank developed. The process, which requires 
about 30 minutes, is too slow and causes the gelatin of 
some films to run. We are handicapped by the necessity 
of using water at 80° F, Worse luck for us. There igs 
no other material or data at hand to work with. 

October 11 (Friday). Sumbi anchorage. Mr. 
"Dutchy" Kleurek, an island trader, came alongside the 
'France' in his vessel, during the night. Hamlin has 
concluded to split the party. He will take Eyerdam and 
Yavid, go up the coast 20 miles with Kleurek to the vil- 
lage of Sasamunga and remain away 2 weeks. There, he 
will inspect a small black whale which has been washed 
up on the beach, retrieve the skeleton if possible, and 
continue on to Bambatani where he and party will es- 
tablish camp and work the interior of the island. Car- 
tain Kleurek has arrange? to take Hamlin and party up 
the coast, drop them, proceed to Gizo, where he will 
acquire additional stores for our Ship, and return to 
Choiseul to meet Hamlin and return to the 'Prance' with 


him. 
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Mayr, Charley and I will outfit here and push 
into the interior to Mount Maitambi or Mount Gourdin, as 
it is called on the map, which is reported to have an 
elevation of 3000 feet and lie some 12 to 15 miles north- 
east of our anchorage. Hamlin and party got away at 8 A.M. 
The captain sailed the 'France' over to the new anchorage, 
which the natives call Sumbi. On the map of Choiseul Is- 
land, one can locate this spot on the south coast as lying 
just a little to the north and west of where the 157th 
Meridian cuts through the island. 

Sumbi anchorage is a beautiful land-locked har- 
bor, extending inland % or 4 miles. It is ideal for a 
ship but a devil's own spot for bird collecting. Sheer 
cliffs surround the harbor except at the eastern end where 
One finds a dense mangrove swamp. To reach the interior 
of the island,one must go out the mouth of the harbor and 
travel up or down the coast 5 or 6 miles before he finds’ 
the interior accessible. There are sid natives living in 
the immediate vicinity either. The several curiosity- 
impelled natives, who did visit the vessel after our ar- 
rival, came from some distance. Ye urged those to return 
to their villages and procure carriers for our inland trin. 
After a reward of a few sticks of tobacco each, those same 
natives denarted, promising faithfully to return the next 
afternoon with our 20 needed packers. How gullible we were. 

October 12 (Saturday). Sumbi anchorage. Cap- 


tain Crookshank has decided to make a chart of the harbor 












; 4 Eom ne en) 
a pa oa 
deus bwe oted PIT IWo Cite Y bas-yernede 


se ,fiSzsoo tayo! 16 téee? le tno of code 


Jt 8 te yore Jog Ure bas ates oa 


pRB TOsON wer ef2 c2 tevo ‘oonst®' ei? -befieg wtedqes ont 
#1 [r%stodd to qect odd a0 ©. Lémuz flee sevides edt dotde 


AYE ee fee06 fiuce en? ad 20ge <n sea te Sl 
“Sastel ede etedw to Yeow tne dtron ont 02 of - 
— =“ -bostel ea? dsoondd ete ae ae 
mat Dex0ol~bast Ivtivuses sei egexOdenn time aa 

p toh feeht et ay > saetim error bated Lermanicoall 
eens =. pntteclfoo brid elects: 2+ 5 tug qidp 
nde bie ieters ott 38 qe0x0 rodreHd sme 













‘edt Yo dtvom eds wwe og osm eno,hna tet ett Se 
eWIed selIe 8 10 ¢ sends Ode AROS TO as Levert 





ghee! ato [ereves si? .teddie: Mtiatoiv ‘otutsonal ras 
em tetts ({ousev odd ¢ietv bth onw ,cevitea Setreqat- 1 
iutet ef osodt begis ef .copsteld emoe mott emo , Levit a 
td feelnl xs6 tet atelirtss enioote Sag eepall iv riedd of A 
se SB0td , foes ocoedod te erlotte wet s to HeeweTOR sOdA 

teh og? atvioe1 of yilotdiis? pelealmete , bedtime eeviten 
yoweldtitup wo! .etetesa beheom O8 tHe cele xooteedts 2 
‘aD .exerodone tdrné: + (wehtnted) So 1ed0tQ0 = 70 
wisi edd to disto a efen od bebiosbk wot tandetoond 


an... ae. 





46 


for the Admiralty office. Mayr ashore in the afternoon 

to help him set stakes and flags along the reefs and 
beaches. Myself aboard packing materials for a three 
weeks' sojourn into the interior. We are terribly han- 
dicapped for lack of containers and gear for a prolonged 
Stay in the bush. Neither Beck or Hamlin have paid much 
attention to bush camps and their requisites.. They have 
worked almost entirely from the ship. Beek especially igs 
credited with covering an astounding area in one day though 
returning to the ship at night. 

Neither our "friends" nor the promised carriers 
Showed up to-night. Je are in a quandary. 

October 13 (Sunday). To Luti plantation. Mayr 
and I with Charley loaded all of our effects into 2 ship's 
boats and pulled the long 6 miles over to Luti plantation 
where we will camp with Mr. Berry until such time as we 
Gan obtain carriers and get away to the interior. Berry 
promised to help us, but would not rent us his line of 
boys or even part of them, as he is expecting a copra boat 


within a few days and will need all of his staff to carry 


_— 


copra to the ship. A native mission boy, named Tamé, 
promised to help us to-morrow. this day, being the Sab- 
bath, he could not engage in such worldly things as 
hunting carriers. 

I managed to shoot a desirable hawk at sunset 


while looking for nighthawks (Caprimulgwys). 
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October 14-16 (Monday-Wednesday). Luti nlan- 
tation. These two days were spent scouring the vicinity 
of the Wuralata River for carriers. There were several 
isolated villages in the proximity of the river, each 
containing a number of boys. All of those interviewed 
were reluctant about helping. It was a most exasperating 
task attempting to induce people to undertake a project 
they have no interest in. 

To my knowledge, these natives have never been 
called upon to pack cargo for a white man before. Tamé, 
the mission boy, talked himself hoarse, while Mayr worked 
himself into a rage. 

Some collecting was accomplished durinz the 
three days. We used an old copra shed on the plantation 
. aS a base camp. 

October 17 (Thursday). To mountain camp. 
Twelve small urchins showed up at daylight and announced 
that they had been sent, by their chief, to carry ow 
duffle. Looking them over, we found not one able-bodied 
man among them. That is usually the manner of the native. 
The weaker ones do the work of the strong. Mayr and I 
resorted our gear and chose only the bare necessities. 
The rest of the stuff we left behind with Mr. Berry. 

Rain began to fall shortly after we started 
and continued all day. We followed the course of the 
Wuralata River, crossing it numerous times, and made a 


scratch camp about 8 miles inland at dark. Our boys were 
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given a good feed of rice which I think held them for 
the night. They*showed signs of bolting then and there. 

October 18 (Friday). Mountain camp. Broke 
camp at daylight in the rain and followed up a low ridge 
about 4 miles to where a little mountain stream crossed 
the ridge. There the natives threw our packs down and 
refused to budge another inch. We were dumped as the 
Saying goss. Fortunately we were near water. 

Ve refused to pay the boys their shilling per 
day each until they had carried us further (we were still 
a good 8 miles from our objective). The natives were 
adamant. They complained of the weight of the packs, the 
rain, the cold and everything else. ‘Ve compromised fi- 
nally by giving them a feed of rice and no pay, if they 
would help us erect Mayr's tent and build for us a leaf 
house where Charley and I could sleep and cook our food. 
This they did in good time and departed for their villages. 

There we were, in my first bush CGanp, with no 
help and every blessed thing wet from the two day's down- 
pour. Mayr's tent was a godsend. Without it we would 
have been sunk. My bedrobb& did keep our sleeping gear 
partially dry. The rest of our effects were soaked. 

Mayr and I both vowed we would never undertake another 
venture of this type without first procuring some sort of 
waterproof containers. 

October 19 (Saturday). Mountain comp. Mayr 


and [ collecting. Charley remained in camp) to clear 
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push, dig drains, cut firewood and add leaf to our 

house. We adovted a communistic form of camp, all 

of us helping with the cooking so that no one would 
be spared from the collecting and bird skinning. 

October 20 (Sunday). Mount Gourdin. Mayr 
and I away at daylight to locate Mount Gourdin, which 
we ascended by noon. Our aneroid gave this highest 
peak on Choiseul an altitude of 2300 feet. Mayr con- 
cluded, after a survey, that there could be no mountain 
ornis at this elevation. He was right. Reached camp 
about 5 P.M. and worked specimens until dark. Since 
there is no light in camp, the rest must be prepared 
in the morning. Mayr and I found the area through 
which we traversed an average mountain forest with a 
sparse covering of underbrush. One could not call it 
dense, for we did work our way for long distances at 
a time without resorting to the uses of a bush knife 
to clear a trail. The soil on the ridges and mountain- 
side was comprised of sticky red clay with numerous out- 
croppings of chalky coral limestone. It could not be 
called a rich area by any means. 

Another factor which we noted was the scarcity 
of birds' voices. Mayr has the idea, which I came to 
adopt later on, that birds frequent human habitations, 
native gardens and cleared area. One might contend that 
nesting species do not exercise their vocal organs in 


the true forest or elsewhere. This is quite true but 


-sotintle brid hae settee lloo edt omext besege of 

Teal! .ckTeot <tavew .(yebane) OS tededeo 
doise ,albwod s1veM oteool of tdgitypes te Yeee 1 Sas 
Pasdgid sid? evsey btoress 120 ~saoon ud bebasone ow 
«Hos TyeM eet OOFS to-ebstisie ae Leeetodd no xseq 
“@igtavom om ad Diuee ered? todd yyovawe s 16d%s ,debuto 
| qmo Bedosof .tdpit een of. no evele ait 9 elaio 





 Peteqetr od teum doer odd Tso 0) tig on ef ereds 
devoid? sets ed? bavot 7 Se yew -Silntom edd at 
8 ddie geero? aistavem exeteve oe eerevery ew dofdn 
ie ites on tes eno: sdesrdvebas te ytireveo eexdge 
 - Meeasonederd goof sot yew wo stow BES ow to¥ Seneh 
— tied desd 2 to seev edd of pntdtoest gont?iw emts s 
scievnvon fue segh ty eid wo Licw edt * .Pte1d « xeelp of 
“tie evotoost dite velo ber visite to bes tyameo een afte 
ed ton Dives J] .enotaoml Iavoo wiisde To epatqaore 
-ere6m yits 4d sexe doly » belles 

Eliouwse oc3 oer betok or dette <tctost xedaomk ~ vie 
ov emo | doidr ,seht ed® asd tyes!’ .seolev ‘abtid to 
-Buoisetidad aeowd Jcoepert eBald ted no 1e6der Goede 
fadd Bretnoo Jisim ero .sexe Soteele Die aneirey OrIIRER 
si anegto {eoov tied? ealotexe' ton ob seleege gaiteen 


ted evs? edtyp ef oti? eredvepie rolteste) Gime ofa 





_ eonde waked Cttas eaemiceqe bestow hae Meg eae : 








40 


those not nesting do certainly make their presence 
known. 


I 


October 21 (Monday). Mountain camp. Mayr, 
Charley and I collecting. Mayr has been a great help 

in teaching me something of the bush and how to find 
one's way about without assistance. The average novice, 
when beginning his bush work, blazes boy Scout trails 

a yard wide that will soon confuse him in an area if 

he makes enough of them. I have been told that one will 
develop a bush sense in time and will require few if any 
markers. Until that time, Mayr encouraged me to leave 
footprints in soft earth and always break twigs of uni- 
form bushes on my left side as I went along. In that 
manner, I could later on determine the length of time 
Since I had been over this or that trail and the direc- 
tion in which I had been going. OCrosstrails are always 
confusing but this method helped to overcome this dif- 
ficulty. Mayr's early advice was well grounded. I 
never became definitely lost in all of my time with the 
expedition. 

October 22 (Tuesday). Mountain camp. A note 
arrived from Captain Crookshank, who has sent us two 
ship's boys. Hamlin and Eyerdam are expected Thursday 
or Friday. Crookshank laments the fact we are without 
help and has sent us all he has. We are now provided 
with a cook and helper. Those individuals were put to 


work immediately felling trees and clearing brush. By 
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night the sun had dried out our camp for the first 
time in our stay here. Mayr, Charley and I hunting, 
with some good results. 

Mayr has located a skull house un the ridge. 

I went up and took a few photos. This is a small 
house with only four skulls. Probably belonged toa 
chief and his wives. 

October 23 (Yednesday). Mountain camp. Shot 
an owl (Ninox). This was an event. Charley and natives 
gathered a large number of Gallip nuts for our larder. 

October 24 (Thursday). Mountain camy. Mayr 
obtained an ce of the desirous long-tailed pigeon 
(furcoenas crassirostris). The bird flew right into 
camp. All of us collecting. 

October 25 (Triday). Mountain camn. TI have 
learned to imitate the call of the crow (Gorvus). In 
the bush, I make a leaf blind,hurriedly. get out of 
Sight and call loudly for a few minutes. It isn't long 
until the trees in my vicinity are full of crows, all 
trying vainly to locate the source of the commotion and, 
at the same time, advertising their curiosity with lusty 
voices. These individuals attract other Species. By 
this subterfuge I have added to our collection materially. 

October 26 (Saturday). To the 'Prance.' Away 
to the ship at daylight with native Jackie (San Cristoval) 
to obtain much needed Supplies, carry down our specimens 


and ascertain the whereabouts of Hamlin and Eyerdam. 
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Reached the ship at 5 P.M, only to learn that Hamlin 
and Lyerdam had visited the ship and gone on down the 
coast to Tauro, near Manning Straits. Ye are to join 
them within a few days. 

Captain has painted the ship in our absence 
and has completed his chart of the harbor. 

October 27 (Sunday). 'France,' Sumbi. Sorted 
and labeled specimens. Developed photos and packed a 
few supplies to last us several days. 

October 28 (Monday). To mountain camp. Left 
the ship at daylight for the camp, with Teora and Jackie, 
in the small ship's dinghy. We pushed the boat about 4 
miles up the Wuralata River and abandoned it, continued 
on foot with our duffle. At least, we will have the use 
of the boat part of the way to help bring our camping 
gear out of the mountain. Found Mayr in good spirits 
upon my return. He reports that he caught Charley and 
native John sitting under a tree feasting upon pigeons 
(Ducula) that they had shot. We have suspected them of 
this time-honored custom for some time. Unfortunately, 
there isn't much we can do about it except fine them 
and make them more cautious or else take their guns away 
from them. The latter is not propitious; we need Charley 


and he knows it. 
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October 29 (Tuesday). Mountain camp. Mayr and 
I concluded that, without assistants, we had best start 
our staff humping the cargo down to the shin immediately. 
They were advised to stop at the villages and try to ob- 
tain help on the way if possible. Mayr with John, the 
culprit, to carry his hunting coat and bush knife, as- 
ecended Mount Gourdin again'to make doubly sure nothing 
had been overlooked. I collected near camp. 

October 30 (Wednesday). To 'Prance.' Teora 
and co-hosts returned from the 'France' at daylight with- 
out additional carriers. Je broke camp, proportioned the 
duffle, and started for the ship. I took cnarge of the 
specimens in Chapin's bird case, while Mayr carried his 
tent over his shoulders. Scarcely had we gone a mile 
before a heavy storm overtook us and flooded the river 
area. In a terrific downpour, tropical streams are known 
to rise 20 feet in an hour. We were forced to march 
through water up to our necks in depth. Mayr's tent 
soon became water-logged and develoved into a staggering 
load. How the duffle all got through it is a mystery. 
Luckily, the specimens were kept dry. 

Toward evening, as we passed through the vil- 
lage of Gima Gima, the natives rushed out,wringing their 
hands, and explaining in one breath, that if we had only 
told them of our intentions, they would have gladly come 
up to camp and assisted us. If by anv chance 


those boys 


understood profanity, I am convinced that they retained 
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an accurate conception of our lasting impression of them. 
Reached the ship a little after dark. 
October 31-November 2 (Thursday-Saturday). To 
Tauro. Sailed daylight, Thursday, arrived Tauro 3 P.M., 
Saturday. Our time on board spent in labeling specimens 
and drying gear. Nayr with a recurrence of fever. 
Upon reaching Tauro, we sent the ship's boat 
ashore to find Hamlin and tyerdam. They came on board 
at 8 P.M., reporting an unsuccessful search for Microgoura. 
Tauro, by the way, is reported to be the locality where 
Meek obtained his specimens. 
“November 3 (Sunday). ‘Tauro. Hamlin and I 
developing pictures, assorting gear, etc. 
November 4 (Monday). Tauro. Crew cutting fire 
wood and watering ship. Hamlin has decided to leave David 
here to continue the search for Microzgoura while we sail 


et A ae 

to Tulagi. Mr. Frankie Flannelmouth Hazelgreew a recruiter, 
will take David to Gizo in time to catch the next mail boat. 
He will also dispatch letters to the Museum for us. 

iyerdam became hopelessly lost in the swamps 
to-day. This is not his first offense. He is a striking 
example of a man, who concentrates so thoroughly on the 
task at hand, that all surroundings become obliterated 
for the present and future. 

November 5-16 (Tuesday-Saturday). To Tulagi. 
This period spent at sea enroute to Tulagi. Ourselves 
engaged variously: drying birds, labeling specimens, 


writing notes, erecting bird racks, and arguing with one 
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another. 

Looking over the collections made in the 
Mount Gourdin area, I am convinced that Mayr and I 
should have produced better results. Seventy-six 
specimens of desirable (not well represented in Beck's 
collections), species were taken in ten collecting 
days. These were obtained under trying circumstances. 
There were no natives in the immediate vicinity nor 
others to help us ahout camp. I was making my debut 
to tropical camps and was more or less helpless. 

Though the lessons learned there started me on the 
way. Mayr, who was experienced, was lost without 
native cooperation. Lastly, our equipment was of a 
Slap-dash composition. 

Hamlin and #yerdam, on the other hand, though 
not returning with quite the amount of material Mayr and 
I possessed, beat us hands down on the quality of de- 
Sired species. They displayed some very fine contribu- 
tions to our collections. 

No end of controversies arose over the status 
of Microgoura meeki. Natives have insisted that numbers 
of domestic cats have been brought to the island from 
time to time, that these have gone wild, and, as a conse- 
quence, have destroyed the bird or else driven it into 
the interior. 

There is also the probability that this species 


is one of local distribution, which restricts itself to 
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small definite localities where food is obtainable. 

From future observations, I might surmise 
that this species could be similar to Reinwardtoenas 
browni of the Bismarck Archipelago, The latter feeds 
on small white and purple berries of a low tree which 
grows along rocky ledges near mountain streams. 

NS PELVER CERES never varies his diet and, I am con- 
vinced, migrates many miles to procure food. One might 
spend a year ascertaining the habits of the bird, but 
once learned would have no difficulty in obtaining speci- 
mens. 

There is no assurance either that one hunter 
having collected a particular species in a given area, 
another could return some years later ani duplicate the 
procedure. 

November 17 (Sunday). Tulagi. Crookshank 
brought the 'France' into Tulagi harbor at mid-night and 
anchored her at Lillis Cove, preparatory to slipping. Crew 
cleaned the ship and were granted a holiday. John and 
Fairbuttah (Malaita natives) dismissed from the vessel. 
Jack (San Cristoval) to remain. The white complement 
ashore to shake their sea legs and acquaint themselves 
with the local citizens. 

November 18 (Monday). Tulagi. Captain Crook- 
Shank leaves the 'Prance.' William H. Burrell is enroute 
from Sydney to take command. This is my first intimation 


of this. Alfonso and Paulo, two small Malaita boys, who 
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have been acting in the capacity of ship's cook and 
cabin attendant will remain with us a few days, wtil 
others are found to =, them. 

Hamlin ashore to interview Mister Chong, the 
Shipwright and slip master,regarding the vessel. ‘the 
'France' is too large for the Chinaman's Slip way. Af- 
ter some controversy, they agreed to pull the vessel up 
stern first in hopes that they could get her far enough 
out of the water to undertake repairs on the stern tube 
and propeller. 

All hands occupied shifting niggerhead ballast 
and stores from the after part of the vessel to the bow. 
foward the middle of the afternoon, the main hold being 
filled, began piling ballast on deck around the windlass, 

November 19 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Here crew 
employed unshipping rudder which must be removed in this 
vessel while ship is still in the water. Oddly, the 
rudder trunk must be pushed down through the frame and 
not up. This inconvenience has brought on complications 
before. Sails were unbent and booms unshipped and stored 
in the main hold. Anchors and cables arranged as required 
preparatory to slipping vessel. At 5 P.M. an attempt was 
made to haul the vessel up, "on the hard,” but failed, 
vessel drawing too much water aft. 

November 20 (Wednesday). Tulagi. Montoro in 
at 6 A.M. with letters from the Museum. Captain Burrell 
to inspect the ship. Burrell, Crookshank, Capt. Saunders, 


Elder, Hllis, and others to render advice. All agreed 
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that the only way in which the vessel could be brought 
out of the water would be additional weight forward to 
force the stern farther out of the water. 

Crew employed shifting more ballast forward 
around the windlass. This is very risky business. The 
vessel is becoming tender and top-heavy. 6 P.M., the 
stern of the vessel was drawn far enough out of the 
water to make repairs possible. 

November 21 (Thursday). Captain Burrell takes 
command under a two-year contract. He is a man of seventy, 
with long years of experience in sailing ships behind him. 
At his advanced time in life, we find him irritable, 
liverish and exceedingly difficult to understand. 

The 'Prance's' stern is now high and dry out 
of the water with tradesmen at work below. The position 
of the vessel is, indeed, a precarious one. The center 
of the keel is balanced on a coral ledge under the water, 
with the stern clear and the bow weighted down with store 
ballast. The heavy false keel, which Hamlin had fastened 
to the true keel a year or more ago, appears to be the 
only thing that is keeping the vessel from breaking her 
back. 

Heavy lines and kedge anchors have run out 
forward of the ship, to keep her steady. The worst Strain, 
of course, comes at low tide when the largest proportionate 
amount of the vessel is out of the water. All of us, in- 
Cluding Hamlin, are a trifle uneasy over this arrangement. 


This is the only method by which the 'france' 
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could be repaired in this port. Though the rest of us 
criticized Hamlin rather severely for this risk, it 
turned out that he was far shrewder than we were. Ham- 
lin kept his ship centrally located in this group while 
the rest of us were collecting and furthermore Was on 
hand when we were ready to being operations on Malaita. 
Had he gone to Samarai or Rabaul, 500 or 600 miles away, 
in his present financial condition, it is doubtful 
whether Malaita would have been completed by the end of 
1936. 

November 22 (friday). Tulagi. Arose to find 
that the strain on the vessel in her present condition 
had loosened the calking in the sides of the ship forward. 
Water had entered the main hold and flooded it. This ne- 
cessitated the removal of all nerishable material to the 
hulk of the old Sailing ship 'Hawk' which was lying nearby. 

One might ask why we didn't store Our effects in 
a shed or house while the vessel was on the slip. Unfor- 
tunately, there was nothing of that nature available in the 
harbor. 

All of Mayr's effects and notes from his New 
Guinea expedition, our personal things,clothing, Sails, 
bird collecting material, shells, ete. were soaked. There 
was nothing to do but wash all of it in fresh water to re- 
move the salt and hang the stuff in the sun to dry. We 
were disturbed over this adversity and asked ourselves why 
SO many misfortunes should Strike us all at once. John 


Hllis, Tulagi's sailmaker and philosopher summed up the 
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Situation rather aptly, later on, by remarking, "such 
things are sent to try one, William." 

November 23 (Saturday). Tulagi. Ship-wrights 
at work removing stern tube and repairing gland. Crew 
employed cleaning exposed copper normally under the water 
line. 

It is necessary, with wooden vessels in tropical 
areas, to cover that portion of a ship's hull, which is 
under water, with either copper paint or a copper Munz 
metal preparation. This protection guards the hull of a 
Ship against the action of the Teredo worm which attacks 
and bores into almost all kinds of wood. 

Munz metal, though more expensive as an initial 
outlay,will often withstand 15 or 20 years of service be- 
fore being replaced. While copper paint must be renewed 
every 6 months. To quote cash values: a4 $2500 outlay 
will average 15 years'wear, while a $100 job will only 
cover a period of 6 months. 

When Beck reconditioned the 'Prance' in Suva 
Piji in 1925 (?),ne first of all vut a heavy coat of tar 
over the lower hull of the Ship, then nailed a layer of 
felt roofing over the tar. He then painted the roofing 
with another coat of tar and lastly nailed on his Munz 
metal. This process gave the 'France' a sound substantial 
under surface. 

An examination of the hull while vartially on 
the slip showed her to be sound and in good order below 


decks. Above, new rigging and more sails must be added 
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as soon as funds are available. 

Mayr and I engaged drying effects, Hyerdam re- 
packing 19 benzine cases of shells which were taken to 
Burns Philp and Co's bulk store at Makambo to be stored 
for the present. 

November 24 (Sunday). Tulagi. The Resident 
Commissioner of the Solomon Islands, Mr. F. N. Ashley, 
has granted Mayr, Eyerdam and me permission to travel on 
the H. M. S. 'Ranadi' (Government vessel), to San Cristo- 
val while that vessel is engaged in visiting government 
outposts. 

When Beck turned over the expedition to Hamlin 
in 1928, he left instructions for Hamlin to work the 
mountain area of San Cristoval if possible. Beck had pre- 
viously worked only the lowlands of that island. 

Hamlin seized this opportunity to place the rest 
of us in the field while he was engaged in Tulagi with 
the 'France." He planned at this time to join us with 
the 'France'’ when the shipwrights and engineer had finished 
their work. The field party busy all day arranging 
equipment for a one-month sojourn in the mountains of 
San Cristoval. 

November 25-27 (Monday-Wednesday). Enroute 
San Cristoval. Mayr, Everdsm and I with native Jackie, 
a citizen of San Cristoval, dailed aboard the H.M.S. 
"Ranadi' at 9 A.M. Monday. Kira, Kira, San Cristoval, 
the Government post was reached Yednesday afternoon at 


4 P.M. Several calls were made enroute at Government 
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stations on Malaita and Ugi Islands. 

While in Tulagi, some feeling cropped out among 
the personnel over the leadership of the expedition and 
what Hamlin intended to do. I felt, and stressed the 
point, that in as much as my contract with the Museum 
stated that I would take over when Hamlin left the field, 
I was reticent about assuming that role while Hamlin re- 
mained. I preferred to adopt a, "let nature take its 
course," attitude while I continued to feel my way along 
and acquaint myself with conditions in the field. I am 
afraid that this passive manner of mine was misconstrued, 
by others, as pig-headedness on my part though it was not 
intended that way. 

The following letter to the Museum outlines, 


pretty well, conditions at the moment. 


H e M ° 8 e Ranadi e 
Enroute San Cristobal 


November 27th, 1929. 


My dear Dr. Murphy: 

The France, after many days at Choiseul Island, 
has at last reached Tulagi where the Chinese shipwright 
has succeeded in pulling her stern out of water to under- 
take repairs on the propeller shaft. This matter plus re- 
pairs on deck and on the engine, will take perhaps a month 
before their completion. I think it better that I leave 


thése matters to Hamlin as he will cover them thoroughly 
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in his letters. 

In the meantime, Dr. Mayr, Hyerdam and myself 
will collect in the highlands of Bauro (San Cristobal). 
The mountains of this island reach 4000 feet in height 
and have not been worked by this expedition here-to-fore. 
Hamlin plans to bring the France to Bauro upon its comple- 
tion, meet us, and proceed to Malaita. 

Rennell, Malaita and several small islands are 
all that remain of the Solomon Group. It is hoped that we 
can complete all of these by March 1st,1930. Following the 
Solomons, Hamlin and Mayr both urge the Carolines as the 
next objective. They point out that that group is much 
more important but I remember that my instructions from 
you state specifically that New Caledonia should be worked 
after the Solomons. Hamlin has cabled you regarding this 
matter before this. 

Mayr and Hamlin both think that a separate er- 
pedition should be sent to New Caledonia but I insist that 
if that Group is not worked not it probably never will 
be. Two months if but a short time in the life of a ven- 
ture of this size. 

Hamlin is quite right in feeling that the France 
cannot last forever. It should cover the most important 
ground first. The schooner was built of soft wood and that 
alone is dangerous in the tropics. Purther-more, though 
it is such an easy matter to cast stones at Mr. Beck, that 


gentleman ran the vessel for all it was worth without a 
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thought of the future. Consequently Mr. Hamlin has spent 
much time and money on repairs the past two years. 

| The France is not primarily a boat fitted for 
expedition work. It was built to be a eepra carrier, and, 
while it contains; space and bulk, it does not support ade- 
quate facilities for the comfort of the personnel. How 
much better it would have been had Mr. Beck centered his 
attentions upon a lugger of some kind. 

At present the maintenance of the schooner 
quickly eats up the stipend allotted to the expedition and 
does not permit funds for repairs or adjustments. The 
engine too is hardly large enough for the vessel. Though 
it can be considered a fair engine it is an intricate one 
and must be handled carefully. The element of luck must 
be relied upon when dealing with this machine, for it can 
run smoothly for a long period of time or it could be in 
the repair shop all of the time. Engineers in this part 
of the world are not registered in Class "A." 

I am not discouraged about the outlook but I do 
feel that you should plan upon spending a short time with 
the expedition in the future that you might acquaint your- 
self with the working end of the venture. The element of 
time that lapses between communications tends toward laxity 
at both ends of the organization, it cannot help it. Just 
so, I feel that you should have actual acquaintance with 
us in the field. 


Mr. Hamlin has signified his intention of turning 
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the expedition over to me as soon as the vessel is re- 
paired. He also wishes to remain with the vessel if we 
go to the Carolines next. I realize only too well the 
possibilities of friction if a former leader turns the 
reigns over to some one else and continues with the ven- 
ture. I must say frankly that I am not very enthusiastic 
about such a move. 

Dr. Mayr and Mr. Eyerdam are both quite en- 
thusiastic about the expedition. The latter, Mr. Eyerdam, 
has collected well over a thousand pounds of shells and 
has them stored at Tulagi. He requests that you ask Dr. 
Minor whether the shells are to be sent to New York or to 
Dr. Iredale at Sydney Australia. Dr. Iredale at Sydney 
will gladly identify the shells for one series of the same. 
Also the Sydney Museum has consented to store the shells 
for the expedition if Dr. Minor would care to have them 
assembled there. We will do nothing with these until we 
have a communication from you or Dr. Minor. As you will 
remember, I explained that Mr. Eyerdam spent some time 
with Dr. Iredale while we were in Sydney last July. 

There are several items that we would aprreciate 
from New York. First of all the double barrel twenty gauge 
shot guns are about worn out. Daily use tends to bri ng 
deterioration quickly. I wish you would forward three or 
four double barrel twenty gauge shot guns with a half dozen 
auxilliary tubes. The shot guns should be hammer guns 


because the hammerless ones are of too intricate a mechanism 
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for the tropics and besides are dangerous when the safety 
refuses to function. 

| I must stress again the need of publications 

for our work here. Whether we go either to the Carolines 
or New Caledonia we should have publications of the avi- 
fauna of the regions. If you cannot furnish books or pam- 
phliets please let us have lists and descriptions. Further 
more do send us descriptions of the rare forms that you 
desire. 

Hnelosed you will find a descriptive sheet for 
field notes on birds. I wish you would please have a few 
hundred of these printed for the expedition. The average 
notebook is too small for notes and I do not like to tie 
a good label on a fresh bird. Much better to write out 
the good label at some convenient time and give legible 
data. 

One further note of a personal nature. The 
tropics do retard ones mental processes and besides I 
never could je arn to spell properly. So please make al- 
lowances for the ramblings in my letters. 


Best wishes, 
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November 28 (Thursday). Kira Kira, Mr. F, 

M. Campbell, the acting district officer of San Cris- 
toval, stationed here at Kira Kira has graciously in- 
vited our party to live with him at his Government sta- 
tion while we are making preparations for the journey 
into the interior. 

Mr. Campbell, who has been a patrol officer, 
recruiter, district officer and plantation owner in the 
eastern Solomons for a period of 20 years (1929), is 
perhaps better acquainted with the interior of San Cris- 
toval than any other white man living or dead. 

‘We explained our mission to him, an ornithologi- 
cal survey of the highest altitudes of the island. Our 
host forthwith drew a map of that portion of the interior 
which would include the mountains required, marked off the 
location of the villages we would encounter there and 
dispatched police boys into the interior to round un 
Carriers for us. A procedure that required about one 
hour in time. What a contrast this was to Mayr's and 
my experience on Choiseul Island. 

Our party spent the day near the station mek ing 
a collection of lowland material that we might familiarize 
ourselves with that ornis before proceeding into the 
meuntaine. The area around the station was rather ince 
mostly secondary bush with little or no true forest. 

November 29 (Friday). To Do Ra Ra. Away 
with 15 carriers at 7 A.M. We crossed an 800-foot water- 


shed almost immediately. Then followed along a plateau to 
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the village of Rama Rama Bea where we had lunch and 
gave our carriers a feed of rice. Following this, 
all of us descended another ridge to the Ravo River 
which is the largest in this vart of the island. This 
river has its source in southern Side of the island 
where, contrary to the maps, the highest reaches are 
found. It flows in a northerly direction to Wanoni 
Bay, which is east of our Starting point. Our par ty 
followed the course of the Ravo River all afternoon 
and camped at night at the village of Do Ra Ra which 
was situated on a ridge some 400 feet above the bed 
of the river. 

Mountain natives, all over these islands, 
place their villages on some exposed spur or ridge re 
gardless of the distance from drinking water. There 
are two reasons for this procedure, one, to keep above 
the flood line of rivers when those are turbulent, and, 
two, to form, as much ag possible, a natural protection 
against tribal enemies. 

Comfortable quarters were found for the night 
in a Government rest house. We skinned out the few 
Specimens obtained and retired early. 

November 30 (Saturday). To Huno Galdaha. Broke 
camp at 6:00 A.M. and followe1 the course of the Ravo 
River all day. We erossed and recrossed the river some 
60 times during the process of the day's march. As the 


river bed was strewn with all sizes of boulders, we found 














: — 

a cethdeca ber om szoty es 

elds yrtworfo% safe 26 tet ts 

tov lf eves eadt.od enbts vedd one 

ptdk mses 612 to tas elit ni teogtet Sudegh a 

Aantal sit to opie rtediuos nl oouoae oe t eo 3 

: our godaees teedstcd eft ,sanm edd of vasa 280 4 
inoaa¥ og Hotiootlh ylteddt0n B at eroit.ais 

imag m0 fatog galsaete suo Yo denn #1 ite 

noometts [ip tevif ove edd to estuod ai 
4 “doldw sf af 0G to onoliiv off an ddgin de 
ae ‘teat ts 


' sea 
‘ 


ee 
a 7 









WO Itoet orm roniten » 5 _gelsleor Fame va 


_ 















ie nin ane a 
eet ed? 498 becuitg ef .senod teow tifemurne 
.yftee her iten bas benke?do 8 
elders. .adedfef ones of .(yabawtee) OF red | 
ove’ ong to eetape ane bose ftot he aa Ox 
mop Tovlr. oud, Peseotoet Das f 
eft = .dotad alysh edt % 


e —? 
aegot on ,exréhivod to eanic [fe && 


‘walking very difficult and tiring, indeed. Our earriera. 
became exhuasted toward afternoon and had to be driven. 
We were thankful that the district officer had engaged 
them or we would probably have been dumped (our packs 
thrown down and left). 

The canyon through which we were passing, with 
400 to 700 feet cliffs on each side, was composed, to 
quote H. B. Guppy, " of extensively altered volcanic rocks 
of great geological age, which have been formed and sub- 
jected to dieace at considerable depths and are sometimes 
highly e¢erystaellines--->-- The prevailing rocks, in their 
order of frequency, are dolcrites, usually much altered, 
diorites, often granitoid or coarsely crystalline; Gabbros; 
diabases; serpentines and serpentinized rocks; felspar- 
rocks (saussuritic) etc." 

Small mountain streams, many’ times containing 
picturesque waterfalls, which entered the Ravo River, 
were observed as we traveled along. The tons of ridges 
and mountains were covered with luxurious vegetation. 
Numbers of small Collocalia and a few sandpipers (Tringa 
hypoleuca) sere observed as we marched along. few calls 
of birds were heard though because of the noise of the 
tumbling water in the river. 

NOTE: A severe earthquake visited this re-~ 
zion in December 1931, causing landslide which changed 
the courses of all of these rivers. 

At 5 P.M. our party reached the village of 


Huno galdaha situated on a ridge 700 feet above the 
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bed of the river. Here,the carriers insisted, was the 
nearest village to the 4000-foot mountain marked on 
Campbell's chart. Je were now about 25 miles in the 
interior and camped at an elevation of 1900 feet. 

We pitched camp, Aaa our carriers a generous 
quantity of rice and paid them for their labors, one 
shilling each for each day of packing. Those departed 
with full bellies and in good spirits, leaving the 
work of straightening camp to the inhabitants of the 
village. 

I might add that rice is conceded to be the 
foremost luxury in the commissariat of the native of 
the bush who does not have frequent contact with the 
white man. On the other hand, rice is the cheapest and 
most compact provision a white man ean carry in bush 
with him. One ninety-pound bag of rice will feed a line 
of 20 carriers for 5 days. 

Another trick we learned this trip was to is- 
Sue each boy one ship's hard biscuit and a cup of hot 
tea well sweetened with sugar before he started out with 
his load in the morning. Natives normally do not eat 
until 10 or 11 o'clock. This small repast did, I am sure, 
give them an added push off in the cold early morning 
atmosphere and add miles to the day's journey. 

Another incident well worth recording took 
place just after our arrival in this Village. We had 
given our carriers their rice and they, in turn, looked 


for a container large enough in which to cook it. One 
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of the villagers remembered that a friend on a neigh-~ 
boring ridge had a large iron kettle that would serve 
the purpose. Why not get that? The villager picked 
up a stick and hammered a few times on a big hollow 
wooden drum (Garamout) hanging near the chief's house. 
Sure enough in fifteen minutes here came two young men 
lugging the heavy pot. 

Any doubts in my mind concerning the ability 
of natives to communicate their language with drum sig- 
nals were Shattered then and there. 

December 1 (Sunday). Huno Galdaha. The day 
waS spent in arranging the camp to meet our needs. A 
large house was rented at the rate of one Stick of trade 
tobacco per diem. For sleeping purposes, a lean-to was 
built adjoining for a cook house. Near by another leaf 
house was erected where we could sit outside with plenty 
of light and air while preparing specimens. The 014 chief? 
was appointed (Greased) with % sticks of tobacco per week 
to run our camp and keep off all interfering curiosity 
Seekers. We had the natives dam up a tiny mountain stream 
near by and, with the aid of a bamboo pole eut in half, 
erect uS a shower bath. Other natives were engaged to 
bring us vegetables at regular intervals, Others to pro- 
cure firewood and still another, a small boy, to help 
"Jackie", our cook, to wash clothes and keep our part of 
the Village clean. By Monday morning,we had an orderly 


Camp ready for work. 


#yerdam, who turned his nose up at orderliness 
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and camp arrangement, went hunting and returned in the 
early afternoon with 16 specimens which required our 
immediate attention. 50 we were not many hours in get- 
ting to our task. 

December 2 (Monday). Huno Galdaha. Mayr, Eyer- 
dam, and I hunting. We engaged the services of three 
locals to help us. Those were provided with guns and ac- 
companied us to get a little training before starting out 
on their own. All of us returned in the afternoon to 
work specimens. Right at the beginning, we found the sand- 
flies tormenting us. These small mites gnawed at our 
legs, arms, hands, necks, and faces. At times, they 
became intolerable but vestered us throughout all of 
our stay. | 

December 3 (Tuesday). Huno Galdaha. All hunting 
againwith various results. The specimens brought in by 
the natives are usually dirty and bloody. This is the 
usual procedure until they learn to keep their material 
clean. The quantity of the material right from the start 
was very good. But the more desirable material must come 
later when the natives learn what we desire most. 

Mayr is making a list of the native names of 
birds which are identified as specimens are brought in. 
Mayr, having a fair knowledge of the ornis of the island, 
is able to describe other species somewhat similar to ma- 
terial at hand. By this method, he is acquiring a working 
vocabulary of native names that will be indispensable in 


guiding the native hunters. 
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This alone is a striking example of the ne- 
cessity of a working knowledge of the ornis of a region 
on the part of a collector before he enters an area. 

I have Mayr to thank for this lesson which 
was indispensable to me in the future and added many 
more species to the Whitney collections. 

December 4 (Yednesday). Huno Galdaha. All 
of us hunting with our native attendants. 

December 5 (Thursday). Huno Galdaha. Mayr 
and I remained in camp to clean up material left over 
from yesterday. lUyerdam hunting with native complement. 

December 6 (Friday). Huno Galdaha. Mayr and 
I at birds; Valter hunting. The natives have gone off 
alone for the first time. Charley brought in a rail, a 
Porzana. We made a great fuss over Charley and his bird 
much to the chagrin of John and Willie, our ob ject 
being to create a spirit of jealousy anonzg the hunters 
and produce better results. 

December 7 (Saturday). Huno Galdaha. Mayr 
and I in camp; Walter hunting, natives collecting. 

Mayr and I have adopted a habit of arising at daylizht, 
having a cold bath, breakfast, and then at the birds. 
Work stops at dark. Those Specimens left over are hung 
up in the cool air to keep until morning. Most species 
will remain fresh wntil the next day. Valuable speci- 
mens are prepared at once. One never risks decomposi- 
tion with them. 


December 8 (Sunday). Huno Galdaha. Mayr and 
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I at specimens; natives hunting. #yerdam in the bush 
for conchological material. Hundreds of natives are 
passing through on their way to a big festival. Every 
party brings a few vegetables or fruits which they 
wish to sell for smoking tobacco. Our larder is filled 
to overflowing with all sorts of things. Taro, yams, 
sweet potatoes, pineapples, lemons, sour orange » pau 
pau, onions, greens, bananas and even cocoanuts brought 
up from the opposite seacoast. 

ve have with these purchases the common balus, 
Dueula pacifioa. which is boiled into Soup for a meat 
Course. Our cook at times makes Special dishes of taro 
and yam puddings frosted with thick cocoanut milk or 
covered with shreaded gallip nuts. It is such an easy 
matter to live here in the tropics with natives near at 
hand to contribute to Our table. 

December 9 (Monday). ‘To Ha lau. Mayr and 
Hyerdam have Suggested that I should accompany the 
Village to the big festival. They agreed to remain - 
in camp. with the two native hunters and continue with 
the collecting in my absence. 

I set out with the inhabitants of Huno Galdaha 
Village, traveled in their party anda reached Ha lau geome 
18 miles distance just at dusk. There leaders of the 
Village found me a corner in a house where I could ad- 
vantageously rest out of the rain and witness the forth- 


Coming performance. 


This festival is an annual affair, some thing 
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on the order of our American Thanksgiving. No one 
could tell me of the origin, but all agreed that,for 
generations, this one time of year had been set aside 
as a truce period when all villages and clans from this 
eastern half of the island assembled, feasted and set- 
tled their quarrels and differences as amicably as 
possible. 

Each yvear the high chief of one designated 
clan is appointed or chosen to build a large festival 
house in his village where the next annual festival 
is to be held. This appointee in turn becomes the 
master of ceremonies for that year. Because of the 
number of clans and the fact that each must be repre- 
sented in the annual rotation, it is rarely that one 
individual chief will have this singular distinction 
conferred upon him more than onee in a lifetime. His 
honor and position as well as that of his clan rest 
upon his and their ability to conduct this one cere- 
mony. They feel their position keenly and strive to 
make their performance the best that has ever been 
given. 

A whole year is spent building, carving and 
decorating a huge festival house, which is usually 200 
feet long by 75 feet wide by 15 feet hich. This is 
filled to the top, at the time of feasting, with every 
variety of native foods obtainable. Even smoked fish 
porpoise, and cocoanuts are brought in from the seacoast. 


I might add that it is no small feat of engineering to 
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plant, raise and purchase such perishables as bananas, 
pau pau, taro and sweet potatoes to have them ripen 
and ready to eat just at the time oma te festival. 

Pigs,dogs and fowl are fattened for the con- 
sumption of the guests. Long distances are covered by 
the natives to seek out and purchase the largest and 
best porkers obtainable. Since pig now replaces human 
flesh, I am told that in the old days wars and raids 
were organized systematically to obtain human flesh for 
this ceremony. 

Vast fortunes, according to native standards, 
are squandered by the hosts to make possible a success- 
ful undertaking. Years are spent,beforehand and after- 
ward,clearing up the financial deficit that accompanies 
this event. Nothing is ever given or loaned by others 
but must be purchased,--even outside labor if that is 
required. 

Upon the evening of the first day of the fes- 
tival, the clans from directions in which their villages 
lie (north, south, east and west) assemble just out of 
Sight of the village in the corresponding directions of 


their journey. Hach of the four groups in turn makes a 
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grand entrance into the village, running, yelling, waving. 


clubs, spears and themselves covered with all sorts of 


paint and paraphernalia. Hach charges around the festi- 


val house for a period of 10 to 15 minutes before retiring 


to the directional side to watch the other groups make 


their debut. 
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Night follows, when the time is given over 
to dances, singing and later tribal disputes. The old 
chiefs all assemble for the latter which took the form 
of court to hear and judge differences that have arisen 
during the last year. I presume that,in the past, these 
courts were relatively gory, when plaintiff and defendant 
discussed the merits of their cases with clubs, knives 
and spears. There are many records of deaths occurring 
at these gatherings. During my stay several entertaining 
fist fights were witnessed but nothing excentional in 
quality took place. 

Daylight brought a display of young women, 
when all girls eligible for marriage decked themselves 
out in strings of shell money and paraded in the nude 
before prospective purchasers. Those interested were 
the parents of some prospective groom and not that 
gentleman himself, strange to say. Prices ranging from 
a dozen pigs down to bargain counter thrift would be 
threshed out later on. This was but a preview. 

After the parade all able-bodied men were en- 
gaged in killing, singeing, butchering and cooking with 
hot stoves some 65 pigs that had been assembled. 

At noon the pigs and the contents of the fes- 
tival house were distributed,more or less equally, to 
each and everyone present. I! received a hind quarter of 
pig, stock of bananas and a bag of taro as my share. 

Immediately after the festival house was emptied 


of its contents, the building was burned. Following this, 
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the elders met and elected the master of ceremonies 
and site for the next year's festivities. The time, 
I presume, was worked out by some stellar observance. 

After the distribution of the food, parties 
began a leisurely return to their villages carrying 
their gifts with them to be consumed at home or enroute. 

I had hoped to take a number of pictures of 
this performance, but was distressed with mist and rain 
all of the time. 

Reached home at Huno Galdaha late at night. 

December 11 (Vednesday). Huno Galdaha. Mayr, 
at the breakfast table, through mouthfulSof roast pig, 
informed me that the culprit, Mr. Eyerdam, had run away 
into the bush and had not helped Mayr with bird skinning 
during my absence. We concluded that Mr. Eyerdam had 
better remain in camp with us the rest of the time were 
were here. 

It is strange how many able-bodied young men 
revolt at the idea of preparing specimens. The work is 
monotonous, to be sure, but at the same time very in- 
teresting. 

December 12 (Thursday). Huno Galdaha. Our 
huntersout; ourselves in camp. One of our boys brought 
in a black hawk and another a rail. We have them pretty 
well keyed up and desperately jealous of one another. 

December 13 (Friday). Huno Galdaha. Native. 
Charley brought in a new ground bird at noon, which Mayr 


thinks is a new genus and calls a Geo-pitta. Mayr became 
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so excited over the specimen that he had a nervous re= 
lapse and had to go to bed for the rest of the day. 

NOTE: It is true with people, who have been 
gome time in tropical countries and subjected to ma- 
larial fever,that they will come down with nervous dis- 
orders and malarial fever after a few moments of unusual 
excitement. I have noticed this with both Hamlin and 
Mayr and later with myself. 

December 14 (Saturday). Huno Galdaha. Our 
gialabese<hdhoaceee( cakes wo cal Stupta, whem he fa 
very anxious of making into a good shoot boy, thereby 
bringing glory and more tobacco into the family coffers. 
For two days hand running we have given don*etap fe ce mus- 
ket and five cartridges in hopes that this young man will 
acquire something extraordinary,*talso partly to appease 
the paternal conscience of the chief as well. 

To-day, the stupid one returned with a new 
hawk, an owl, (Hinox), another example of Geo-pitta, a 
Gallicolumba, a Hypotaenidia, and enough other desirable 
material to warrant a reward of 5 shillings in cash, which 
goes to prove that one can never tell by the looks of a 
native just what he will do. 

The 014 chief, the father, nearly burst himself 
with pride while the other hunters, John, Charley and Ben- 
nie, became so incensed with jealousy that they caught son 
stupid at the edge of the village later in the evening and 
thumped the daylights out of him. Charley turned in his 


gun and basket and demanded that we teach him to skin birds. 
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December 15 (Sunday). Huno Galdaha. Native 
Charley begins roughing out thick-skinned birds. Cook 
Jackie shifted to hunting. Natives swamped us with 
birds. Mayr, Eyerdam and I preparing specimens. 

December 16 (Monday). Huno Galdaha. Dav of 
hard continuous rains, one of very few at this camp. A 
Hypotaenidia phillipensis walked into the village during 
the rain and took a bath in a pool of water caused by 
the rain. A most unusual observation on our part. [I 
collected the specimen. 

The sandfly bites have caused us to scratch 
our legs and have brought on a number of island sores 
among the white complement. JI can hardly walk from 
their ill effects. 

December 17 (Tuesday). Huno Galdaha. Hunters 
swamped us with Specimens. Eyerdam and Charley both 
doing well with bird skimming. 

December 18 (Yednesday). Huno Galdaha. All 
of us in camp; natives collecting. Another Geo-pitta. 
Packed a number of dried specimens for the journey down 
to the coast. 

December 19 (Thursday). Huno Galdaha. [En- 
gaged as previously. 

December 20 (Friday). Huno Galdaha. We are 
out of zasoline with which to clean specimens and have 
had to resort to wood ashes in place of corn meal when 


Skinning specimens. Now about ready to break camp. 


wigrh- .eteslav ont feb eeeee ‘odingse 
900 .sotid bevatte-weids. jge Bea iter eniged yelwado 
‘tiv su beqmeve sevatey ientinnd of hedtise altos 
.Bicmfosve xaPisaceq J Nee: -mabreys (Tye obra 
to “eG .sdotlieD ome .ieeinem) ox redueced | 
AY iqmee ote dm nod yeew to eco: 6tee evadnttace Send 
418 Garey oualeae on? eens hod inw olenogtiiidy pi bsventoays 
Se ereene eaten Se L007 8 nt dte% e toot ie apes ede 
t aia cated sil ~ s stathleatae fevegsy teoma” .1 let ont 
: * .eafeoqe edt Setoal fee 
dotetes of en Saved amantie RRs rile 
sexe hablei to Adm s no tiwesrd eved Bae epetiave 
7 - -Solonbie: bptd dtiwtlen sites 
TR .wisbied onve s(usdeeabet) 8f redrecet 
Redd ta-veh-redasek .gntdeet ico exvigan iqenebad a $6 
WOD Yer of ene batalemteabaebeiictinnde ston 8 betost 
| stepoo ent ot 
“98 .ekedtgh ohh. ededeet) - alles ss 
" Pe faselvetg es feopey 
ete oF sedetlef cost (yeh) OS xeamenee  ) 
sved bie énemtova eels of doldw sitplentioase to ane 
nsd® [gem hres to 6dele «1 cores boow of dronet 09 baa 


-vreo Neetd os best Iu ous ware -sHemicoge sttnedie, 


x) oir % 


———- " bo lal 7 5 


December 21 (Saturday). Huno Galdaha. Sent 
out a call for carriers. Hunters turned in good ma 
terial including another ninox. Note from Hamlin in 
Tulagi,dated December 6, reached us stating that he 
would reach Kira Kira December 22 or 2%. We concluded 
to break camp at once. 

December 22 and 23 (Sunday, Monday). To Kira 
Kira. Broke camp 7:00 A.M. Sunday, departed with 16 
carriers, reached Kira Kira Monday P.!'. after one night 
on the trail. All material came through in good order. 
Carriers paid off and dismissed. 

| Resuzts of the mountain trip were very favorable. 
About 400 specimens, representing 47 desirable svrecies, 
were taken in 16 working days. Only material which we 
though would dovetail in with Beck's lowland collections 
was retained. Natives were engaged in prevaring speci- 
mens but were found to be of no use except on large tough 
skinned specimens. On tender skinned birds, such as doves 
and the smaller species, the natives tore specimens to 
pieces, ec those had to be discarded. Hunting was car- 
ried on almost entirely by the natives. Despite their 
tribal taboos on hawks, owls, doves, pigeons, they turned 
in examples of the species named as well as a wealth of 
other material. 

We allotted each hunter eight large cartridges 
and ten aux. cartridges per diem with the understanding 
that each man return his unexpended cartridges and used 


cartridge cases at the end of the day. 
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Some idea of the ability of the boys may be 


gained from the following record: 


John 141 birds (Desirable material). 
Charlie hkia 3 " " 
Willie 64 " " it 
Bennie Ys " " 


The rate of pay for hunters was governed by 
the quality of material brought in by them. This was a 
graduating scale ranging fran one stick of trade tobacco 
for 3 common birds to one shilling each for Rails, Geo- 
pitta, owls and black hawks. 

By the use of native names we could guide the 
activities of the hunters and help them along. 

Nothing was paid for very common and undesirable 
birds. 

The hunters accepted this system quite readily 
and worked the whole period without one instance of ill 
feeling between us. 

As a matter of record the following expenses 


were incurred during this trip: 


16 carriers inbound 47 shillings 

14 ti outbound 38 ” 

Rent of house 1 shilling 

Cash paid for birds 45 shillings 
n " " " 35 " 


Total Sixteen pounds and six shillings 
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At the end of our stay we paid the old chief a 
bush knife and a few yards of cheap calico for the privi- 
lege of shooting birds over his land. This technicality, 
though very slight to us, is all important from a native 
standpoint, if one wishes to spend any time in an area. 
Tobacco was also given to others who had assisted in rou- 
tine work about camp. Under no consideration should one 
ever leave a village with a bill unpaid, no matter how 
trivial.the amount demanded for services. Natives naturally 
demand two to five times the reward they exvect to receive. 
The matter in question should be threshed out on the spot. 
If not, news will accompany one to the next camp and com- 
plications will arise. 

I learned another very important lesson during 
this sojourn in the bush. At the beginning of our stay 
in camp, I called the old chief to me and demanded rather 
tersely that he see to it that we were supplied with a 
variety of native foods and plenty of them. Much to my 
chagrin and bewilderment a few mornings later, about 30 
carriers showed up with approximately 500 pounds in weight 
of every variety of foodstuffs imaginable. This was far 
more than we could use. [I had no other course than to 
haggle with natives and purchase all of it. Mayr snickered 
and recited a similar exnerience in New Guinea. 

The natives pointed out that I had ordered the 
stuff, henee I should buy it. Had I not purchased all 


of their foods, I have no doubt but what they would have 
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refused to bring more. My mistake lay in the fact that 


I had not specified, in the first place, the quantity 


of commestibles desired. 


The following suggestions regarding food and 


equipment were noted on this trip: 


recorded: 


1. 


Be 


3 or 4 tin trunks for birds skins required. 


2 1bs. arsenic sufficient for poisoning 400 
bird skins. 


1 1b. absorbent cotton sufficient to make up 
75 small bird skins. 


5-gallon benzine tin corn meal will skin 600 
birds. 


300 sheets newspaper, one month supply. 

one case (30 lbs.) trade tobaceo,one month. 
21/2 gal. kerosene for lamps, one month. 
90-pound bag riee will feed 20 carriers for 
5 days with sufficient amount left over to 


allow 3 men 1/2 eup of rice per diem for %0 
days (to be’ used in soups). 


The following, on commestibles for 3 men, were 


2 
5 
100 
2 
2 


lbs. flour, one month. 
® porridge, one week. 
sugar, one week. 
butter, ” Vx, 
one-lb. tins corn beef, one week. 
hard biscuits, one week (white's only). 
lbs. tinned jam, one week. 


” tea, one month. 


Mf Bs Lib, eocoa, one week. 
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1 1b. salt, 2 weeks. 
1 large tin milk per diem. 


1 tin pepper, one month. 


For native carriers: 

1 hard biscuit each per diem. 

2 lbs. cheap trade tea per camp. 

5 to 10 lbs. sugar per trip of 2 or 3 days (20 
carriers). 

December 24 (Tuesday). Kira Kira. Mr. Campbell 
has received word indirectly through Mr. Lazerus, a 
trader, that Hamlin expects to bring the 'France' down 
here by Christmas time. We are eagerly awaiting his ar- 
Fival. 

Campbell killed a bullock for the Christmas 
festivities. Myself unpacking and examining material 
from the bush. 

A number of island sores developed on my legs 
during the trip inland. I am doctoring then with a 
chinasol preparation and wet packs. 

December 25 (Wednesday). Kira Kira. (Christmas 
Day. It didn't seem that way to us with the heat and the 
surroundings. Campbell distributed tobacco ‘and calicoes 
to his natives as is customary at this time. Most of the 
bullock was given to the blacks for a feast as well. 

December 26 (Thursday). Kira Kira. No sign 
of Hamlin, so concluded to continue collecting until 


we are out of supplies. We rigged up a work bench in one 
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of the Government storehouses. 

December 27 (Friday). Kira Kira. Captain 
Ernie Palmer, aboard his A/K Mendana, arrived to-day 
with a letter from Hamlin reporting adverse circum- 
stances in Tulagi. He advised us to remain on for 
the present and do the best we could. He promised 
either to come for us or send some means of transpor- 
tation in the near future. 

Ourselves collecting desirable material 
near the station. 

December 28 (Saturday). To Santa Anna Island. 
Mr. Campbell will accompany Palmer to the small island 
of Santa Anna to collect taxes from the natives. He 
has invited us to accompany him there. We have accented 
as we have neither materials with which to collect spreci- 
mens nor food. Mayr and Kyerdam are especially anxious 
to meet Mr. Kuper who is a fellow countryman of theirs. 

During our few days in the lowlands %5 speci- 
mens, representing 16 species, were added to the collec- 
tions. Here again only material, which we thought 
would add to Beck's series, was retained. 

December 29 (Sunday). Santa Anna Island. 
Aboard the 'Mendana' during the night. Reached Santa 
Anna at daylight. Henry Kuner gave us a rather rough 
welcome. He seemed to feel that visiting Americans, 
such as Martin Johnson, Beck, and others, hadn't shown 


him the proper respect. He insisted that previous visi- 
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tors had promised him prints of their photographs, etc., 
and had failed to fulfill their obligations. 

After a few bottles of Iir. Palmer's heer, our 
host thawed out, invited us ashore, and led us through 
a very pleasant though belated Christmas celebration. 

December 30 (Monday). Santa Anna Island. 

Spent the day at bird notes and visiting with our host. 
Kuper came to these islands a number of years before 
the way, after a varied career in German sailing ships. 

Like so many residents of these islands, he 
led a rather rough life, recruiting native labor, trading 
and drifting until he married a Santa Anna native woman, 
and began to raise a family. Quite recently he has taken 
up religion seriously. 

Kuper retains a wealth of stories of the Solo- 
mon islands and the early residents, with which he enter- 
tained us at times. 

December %1 (Tuesday). Santa Anna. Kuper, 
Campbell, and Palmer took off on the 'Mendana’ to Star 
Harbor on San Cristoval Island. Mayr, Hyerdam, and I 


remained at Kuper's home to await the arrival of Hamlin. 
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January 1 (Wednesday). Santa Anna [sland 
lies at the extreme eastern end of the Solomon Sroup, 
being situated about 5 miles due east of the southern 
tip of San Cristoval Island. 

It is an example of an upraised atoll, pos- 
sessing a nearly cireular form and in dimensions some 
two and one half miles in length by two in width, with 
an elevated rim some 200 feet in height along its shores 
and a sunken center which contains a lake. 

The whole of the island is well populated and 
except for native gardens heavily wooded. 

Beck spent 2 weeks here in March 1927, during 
which time his varty made a very extensive survey and 
brought together a splendid representation of the ornis 
of the locality. 

Native Tae, a Santa Anna islander showed up 
about noon with 3 advanced juvenile specimens of Accipiter 
albogularis which he had killed with stones. The sight 
of these birds dispelled any hope on our part of loafing. 

We set up a skinning bench in an 01d shed and 
set to work. Even without poison for the skins, it was 
better to keep busy. Tée and Jackie were given guns and 
Others were engaged to set snares for ground birds. 

The weather has become unsettled, with periodic 


sharp rain squalls which last anywhere from 10 to %0 minutes. 
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These approach from a northwesterly direction and are 
a harbinger of the approaching northwest monsoon. 

January 2 (Thursday). Santa Anna. Being 
guests of the Kuper family we must conform to the rules 
and habits épetnett household. Though very pleasant 
and quite logical for plantation the meal hours play 
havoc with a bird collector. As in all south-sea house- 
holds, coffee or tea is brought to the bedroom at day- 
light--6:00 A.M.--after the consumption of the same, the 
guest arises leisurely, makes his morning toilet and 
awaits the morning meal which is brought on at 8 A.M. 

The host, in the meantime, having looked after 
his plantation labor, returns to the house to spend at 
least an hour over his repast. 

The collector has one of two alternatives-- 
arise early, go without breakfast and have a headache 
all day aS a consequence, or else wait until after the 
meal (9:00 or 9:30 A.M.) when, upon entering the bush, 
he will find that most birds have finished feeding and 
are ready to nest during the heat of the day. 

Mayr, Eyerdam and I collecting; two natives 
out also. A fair number of specimens were brought in 
and native Jack, our cook, was put to work preparing 
Specimens. He surprised us with his speed and dexterity. 

Eyerdam concluded that, in as much as Jack 
Gould skin birds, he, #yerdam, could spend his time ob- 


taining land snails. An excellent idea from Hyerdam's 
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point of view, but neither Mayr nor I would consent to 
it. We are having terrible time with Hyerdam; his heart 
is simply not in his work, 

Januery 3 (Friday). Santa Anna. A deluge of 
birds from the natives. Mayr and I with native Jack en- 
gaged all day. s#yerdam at intervals though reluctantly. 

Crowds of local natives visited us to-day. 
Those impelled by curiosity came to watch us preparing 
material. They stood around for a few minutes in groups 
or pairs, jabbering, giggling, shoving and squirting 
beetle nut-while they watched us. These soon lost in- 
terest in the proceédings, drifted away and were replaced 
by others. 

We set aside this day for all and Sundry to 
come to feast their eyes on our task, To-morrow, we 
will clear them all out as soon as they appear. Hangers- 
On are not a help in the work; they maul birds, steal 
tools, and make themselves a general nuisance. It is 
best to have the visitors at one time and be done with 
ib. , 

January 4 (Saturday). Santa Anna. No col- 
lecting, a day of continuous rain. Spent our time in 
the house writing notes and sundries. 

Have hung all of our wet Specimens in racks 
above the stove in the kitchen to forestall mildew. 

Kuper returned alone from Star Harbor ina 


Whale boat. He was wet to the bone and sick with fever. 
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It took him, with his 8 native boys, 18 hours to pull 
and sail the 8 miles against the wind, weather and tide. 

Developed pictures to-night, using Rhodinal 
for a developer. Had fair results, but the negatives 
always fade in the hypo-solution. The gelatin on the 
films becomes soft as well. I am still a long way from 
good workmanship. 

January 5 (Sunday). Santa Anna. Kuper with 
Mayr, Hyerdam, and myself, went bush loafing to-day. We 
visited the villages of Novenieatgo and Netagre where 
Kuper showed us the interior of two 014 ceremonial houses 
containing the bones of lineal chiefs, clan totems and 
Sacred war implements and canoes. 

Our host is attempting to keep all of the ola 
culture of these natives intact. He is forever in hot 
water with the Government and outsiders, as well, for 
his blunt interference in the sale or disposal of native 
paraphernalia (curios, we call them). In the past, he 
has received several severe reprimands from the Government 
for driving native mission teachers away from the island 
by his resorting to physical foree. A less de termined 
man che Kuper would become discouraged with his task, 
knowing that natives are perfectly willing to sell spears, 
axes, etc. for tobacco and bright calicos. Not Kuper 
though. 

In the end, the missions will establish their 


Stations and the culture will disaprear despite the ef- 
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forts of any one man. 
January 6 (Monday). Santa Anna. A pure white 


Demi egretta saca was brought in to-day, and a small 


8 


Porzana. The rain hampered activities, consequently very 


little was accomplished. 

The skins are drying well above the stove de- 
spite the lack of the alum coating we always give the 
inner side. 

January 7 (Tuesday). Santa Anna. A white 
Barn Owl (Strix alba) was brought in to-day. I believe 
this is the first record of the oceurrence of this spe- 
cies in the Solomon Islands. 

The whole party engaged with specimens and 
shells. 

January 8 (Wednesday). Santa Anna. The 
Government medical ketch H. M. S. Hygeia with Captain 
John (Pansy) Elder reached here this morning, bringing 
mail, a note from Hamlin, and stores. 

We are to return with the 'Hygeia' to Tulagi 
and meet Hamlin who is in difficulties over financial 
matters. 

Mayr received an abrupt note from Berlin or- 
dering him home at onee. This upset the man terribly. 

My share of the postal service included the 
Many letters which have accumulated e the 7 months 
Since leaving the States. On can appreciate news after 


such a long interval. 
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Spent the day packing all effects vreparatory 
to departure. Our host, though very gruff upon our ar- 
rival, broke down and wept upon our bidding him farewell. 
It is indeed trying for one to give up contact with their 
own kind, especially when one lives for eight months to 
a year without seeing another white man. 

January 9-11 (Thursday-Saturday). Aboard H. M. 
S. Hygeia. sailed from Santa Anna Thursday morning day- 
light, reached Tulagi Saturday 10:00 P.M., after numerous 
stops along the coast of San Cristoval and Guadalcanal. 

inroute I suffered considerably from malaria 
fever. My first serious attack. Nothing to do but take 
quinine and plasmochine, get into bed and sweat it out. 

Saturday afternoon, while enroute to Tulagi, 
the engine of the ship broke down at the beginning of a 
severe and prolonged storm. For several hours we were 
in danger of losing the little ship, but saved her by 
eventually getting a jib sail lashed to the stays and in 
place. This enabled the helmsman to turn the bow of the 
Ship quarter on to the storm and steady the vessel. 

Captain Hlder could have saved himself anxious 
hours had he kept sails in their proper place and not 
stored below decks. He, of course, had no power over his 


crew, who went to pieces when the trouble began. 
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January 12 (Sunday). Tulagi. Aboard the 
rien den at daylight with all of our duffle. 

Hemlin, during our absence, brought the 
vessel off the slip in good order, and had time to 
engage in gome collecting on Beuna Vista and Ngela 
(Plorida Island) as well. 

He reported the 'FPrance' ready for sea, but 
added that he must wait in Tulagi until he received his 
quarterly stipend from New York. There are a number of 
outstanding accounts upon which his creditors demand a 
settlement before he takes the ship out of the harbor. 

Hemlin announced the receipt of a cable from 
the Museum reiterating that, at the last meeting of the 
Whitney Committee, we were advised to work Malaita as 
quickly as possible and follow this with a survey of the 
Caroline Islands. A number of new faces were seen aboard 
the 'France.' Leong On, a Chinese, who is acting in the 
capacity of cook; Arabo, cabin boy, Jack Ulava, seaman, 
Tivo, Santa Cruz, an engine boy, were all engaged as crew. 

Hamlin has had his hands full with the four 
Polynesians. They have been in a spirit of revolt for 
some time and have periodically approached the leader re- 
garding an advance in wages. All four feel that they are 
indispensable to the expedition and know full well that 
we are dependent upon their abilities as bird skinners. 
They cannot help but realize that the local natives are 


not bird preparators and never will be. 
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The Polynesians feel and act their superiority 
over the locals who come aboard to work and others who 
are engaged in the bush as hunters. Constant ill1-feeling 
between the two factions is forever cropping out aboard 
ship and ashore. 

The Polynesians will not eat the same food as 
the local residents, neither will they turn a hand aboard 
ship if a local is present. 

Ashore the four obtain liquor from the Chinese 
and live, more or less, in an alcoholic stupor despite 
Hamlin's insistence that liquor must not be sold to them. 

Beck engaged the services ef these men 5 and 6 
years previously when he had a full complement of Polyne- 
sians. One by one the others dropped off until only these 
four remained. They are well trained and can do excellent 
work when they are in the mood. 

Lately they have become insolent, have taken to 
wasting their time in the bush shooting pigeons and eating 
them or else trading specimens to local natives for services 
rendered. On numerous occasions one or more of them has 
slept all day in a native house, slipped out at the last 
minute, procured a few specimens and returned to the vessel 
with all of their birds warm. 

Hamlin, in a fit of desperation, decided to dis- 
post of them all at the first opportunity and depend upon 
what we could get in the way of local talent. With four 


whites aboard, we could do most of the rreparation and ob- 
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tain Solomon islanders for the hunting. 

We, Mayr, .tyerdam, and I, heartily agreed with 
Hamlin's decision. We had only one criticism of him at 
the time. He should have dispensed with the Polynesians 
months earlier. 

Later we learned that the Whitney Committee de- 
plored the loss of the Polynesians. Under the circum- 
stances, there was no alternative. 

It is true that a vessel equipped with a foreign 
erew will have a regular staff of bird men and can pass 
freely from one group of islands to another without being 
hampered by Government labor regulations. At the same time, 
a foreign crew in a distant port can cause more trouble 
ashore than an army of white men. Natives have no sense 
of discretion and feel their independence at every turn. 

Local natives, on the other hand, are far more 
successful in their “own locality where they know the bush 
and ornis of that particular area. 

Any ship master or expedition who engaged the 
services of natives is headed for trouble no matter who 
they are or where they come from. As a contrast one 
might cite the labor problems in our own country. 

It is best to visualize these forthcoming 
problems, as best one can, and deal with them as judiciously 
as possible when they arise. 

The soundest argument in favor of the dismissal 


of the Polynesians lay in the fact that 5 Solomon islanders 
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engaged at Pound Sterling per month, could be employed 
for the price paid one of the former. 

January 13 (Monday). Tulagi. Eyerdam has 
poisoned himself with repeated overdoses of quinine and 
plasmochin. He complained of spells of light-headedness 
and later fainted. 

Ve put him to bed and later learned that he had 
taken over 80 grains of quinine at one gulp. Mr. Eyerdam 
has a sterling constitution as one might deduct from such 
behavior. 

Mayr engaged with letters to Berlin, New York 
and Dr. Sanford. 

Hamlin received a cable fron New York announcing 
that funds had been placed at his disposal in the bank in 
Sydney, Australia. Hamlin took this message to the Manager 
of Burns Philp and Co. and tried to engage passage for the 
Polynesians to Noumea on the $/S Mataram, which is leaving 
the group to-morrow. The Manager, Mr. Seott, insisted 
upon a cabled confirmation from the bank before he would 
do any business with Hamlin. 

Four natives hunting across the bay from Tulagi. 
They returned at dark with 5 specimens. 

David has returned from Choiseul with a fine 
series of skins but no Microgoura. 

Myself at work unpacking material from our last 
camp. Hamlin was quite pleased with our results but felt 


that we had not penetrated into the mountain area far 
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enough. We thought we had. Perhaps Hamlin was right, 
I don't know. 

On Santa Anna we obtained 6% specimens repre- 
senting 19 species. These were prepared without arsenic 
poisoning, but have been kept free dermestes. 

January 14 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Hamlin's cabled 
confirmation from the bank arrived just one hour before 
the S/S Mataram sailed for Sydney. We bundled the 4 Poly- 
nesians, Teora, Manuel, David, and Charley, with their ef- 
fects, into the ship's boat and got them aboard the steamer 
just as she weighed anchor. 

This course of action was entirely beyond the 
comprehension of the boys, who felt up to the last minute, 
that we couldn't possibly do without them. 

They elected to go to Noumea where they hoped 
to obtain employment aboard French sailing vessels. As 
none of them carried passports or identification cards 
of any kind, nor were they signed on ship's articles, we 
were under no obligation to send them anywhere except out 
of Australian territory. 

Had they elected to proceed to their homes in 
Tahiti and Samoa, we would have been out of pocket da small 
fortune. 

After the incident related, all of us returned 
to the shin to label specimens. 

January 15 (Wednesday). Tulagi. At work re- 


labelling and checking birds. In the field we gave each 


Specimen a number and kept a record of each, in a small 


,dtindx see aniimel egedzed bed en Jigcod? ef .séguone 
| .rort #'m0b 1 
-Giqet smentosqe fa henieddo, om mash eiaeé £0 
plnsers Inodtiw botaqexa ot6w eueHl .eeteege CL aalgnes 
speteoorel sex? sei, seed eved dod ,gcinoslog 
eidso s'otinei .tgsivl .(yebes#T) 81 yrenaat.- 
eioted wed eno teu bovitte-aaad edt mort 20 Ment itaoe 
fot d el? Sesbasd OF .youkyé rot Salles metedaM E\e. 69 
@ tieit dtiw ,goLaedd fas ,bived.,fewmeM ,et0el ,englees 
sete of? Sisode eas gop Dae ised e'qide of? gigt.mtged 
; .oteng Sedgiew-eda es Yeok 
od2 buoyed yiertltae exw aoltos to eetgoo Bld?» uy 
jamin Yaoi 242-02 qu dle odw ,eyod ant to godemedesamee 
(amet twodatw 0b yLd2econ ¢'abiuee ew tex? 
Dogs yet exedw eomox of og ct Peseeto yesR 
BA «eleceor pallies dover? ieods saemyotqme aistdo of 
Altes coliseltitvesbt to etrequesq Belzteo mcd to eon 
am ,Belolive e'gqide no heogle yedt exew tom ,babi yar to 
aod inured asliervess to 
ii pemod <tedt of boooorg 0% Sadoole, yds fe 
sme B texeoq to tuo meed evan Bivow ow some Sno 192605 
7 . onmdtet 
i edd rr » ee 
fedel 03 qide edt of 
-91 som th + tpelo? .(yedoonten) Qk reomy | ae 
foas ovey o® Sfeit. edt al .eorl@ salsoons dam gnafledsl 


Ifeme e cl ,soee te freo8t £ tqed Soe yedman s&s comboeqs 
- bd pe 


jemtuts:1 ew to [is ,bedsios 





eB Hem o% 


a ii lenin 89 


field book. On board we now stencil a label with proper 
data of locality, include a description of soft parts and 
a final number. 

This method is a bit costly in time, but I be- 
lieve more satisfactory. The labeling is done in India 
ink which means clarity for momenclatures in the future. 

Our field record book is a hit-and-miss sort 
of thing, entirely too smell and inadequate. That must 
be changed. 

Lebrua, a Santa Cruz boy, black as the ace of 
spades, signed on as engineer assistant at one pound 
sterling per month. 

Hamlin has cabled the Museum for $3500.00 to 
pay off all obligations as well as an additional $5000.00 
to undertake the Caroline campaign. 

January 16 (Thursday). Tulagi. At a gathering 
of the staff this morning, all agreed that the island of 
Malaita should be the next objective. The specimens on 
board should be forwarded to the Museum, supplies pur- 
chased and gear overhauled. Following this, we would pro- 
ceed to Auki, Malaita, interview the resident Government 
officer, obtain his vermission to work the mountains and 
interior, set a base camp, and proceed accordingly. 

Hamlin expressed his desire to turn the expedi- 
tion over to me at once. In the ensuing discussion, it 
was agreed that I would handle the financial end and all 


would have an equal say in the collecting. Hamlin further 
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agreed that he would move his effects into the engineer's 
compartment and leave his cabin space to me. 

Mayr cabled Berlin to the effect that he could 
not leave the expedition until he had vermission from 
‘New York. 

Hamlin engaged with the engine. Mayr, Eyerdan 
and I labelling San Cristoval material. 

Leong On, Chinese cook, deserted ship. Probably 
because of the interfering tactics of the old Captain who 
will not stay out of the galley. Arabo, cabin boy, was 
promoted to cook. He will carry on under the tutelage 
of the captain. Arabo is not a stupid boy and apparently 
enjoys naving the "old man" fuss and fume at him all day 
long. I predict that he will lead Captain Burrell a merry 
chase before months are gone. Arabo soaked the dried 
peas in caustic soda as his initial blunder, which is a 
fair criterion of what will follow. 

January 17 (Friday). Tulagi. Hamlin has dis- 
covered that salt water has again found its way into the 
coekpit of the engine and the lubricating system. This 
necessitates a several days' overhaul. 

Mayr, Hyerdam and I working at labelling in 
the main hold, all agreed that Hamlin's vocabulary had im- 
proved wonderfully Since he had taken to overhauling the 
machine. . 
Myself to Burns Philp and Co. at me in the 


P.M. to purchase 2 months’ supplies for the vessel. I 
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was astounded by the prices charged for every day com- 
mestibles. 

Here in this out-of-the-way part of the world, 
Burns Philp and their co-partners W. R. Carpenter and Co. 
figure anything from 200 to 1000 per cent profit on all 
transactions. They have a monopoly of the stores and hold 
mortgages on nearly all plantations and business enter- 
prises as well. Consequently, one does not shop for the 
best bargains, but accepts what is offered or else goes 
without. 

There was no alternative but to purchase the 
barest necessities from the stores and vary our diet later 
on with vegetables and fruits acquired from the natives. 

January 18 (Saturday). Tulagti Hamlin at 
work on the engine. Mayr and fyerdam finished labelling 
during the day. 

Myself with Captain and crew, cheeking stores 
and overhauling the lazeret aft. Captain removed the door 
of the same and substituted a lattice frame with hinges 
and padlock, thereby permitting a circulation of air into 
that part of the vessel which houses the commestibles. 

We should have a vegetable locker on the main 
deck where perishables could be exposed to the air, but 
this method has been abandoned long ago for several rea- 
sons. The box got in the way of the main boom and crew 
when:working ship, salt spray aided the deterioration of 


the contents, and lastly, the crew were forever discovering 
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means of pilfering onions and potatoes despite a padlock. 

January 19 (Sunday). Tulagi. Packing specimens 

all day. We are using a tin-lined Swedish match case 

' whieh is serviceable though not water-tight. Mach specimen 
is well wrapped in a newspaper which acts as a cushion and 
gives the whole of the contents of the case a springiness 
that, it is hoped, will overcome breakage enroute.to the 
Museum. We feel that small specimens should be packed in 
mati boxes and forwarded by parcel post to save them from 
being crushed by larger specimens. As no small boxes were 
available, we neglected to do this. 

January 20 (Monday). Tulagi. Finished packing 
the case of birds, removed the same to Burns Philp and Co., 
Makambo for shipment to New York, February 2, via 5/5 
Marsina. Most of the day wasted obtaining customs clear- 
ances and bills of Lading for these. 

Eyerdam engaged with carpenter work about the 
vessel. 

The island sore on my right ankle has broken 
out again. Began doctoring it with corrosive sublimate 
solution and covering same with wet packs. Unless I can 
beat the sore, I shall be laid up for several weeks. 

January 21 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Hamlin engaged 
at the engine. Ourselves occupied variously about the 
ship. Uyerdem at work on a chest of drawers and a filing 
cabinet. Crew at work on the painted awnings. These have 
just about run their course and must be replaced as soon 


as practicable. 
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Jivo, native, deserted ship. Leong On, Chinese 
cook, returmed to the vessel and complained that he tad 
been sick. Illness was undoubtedly due to opium smoking. 
He was given his clothing and discharged without pay. 

January 22 (Wednesday). Tulagi. Hamlin engaged 
with engine. He succeeded in getting that to run by 4 P.M. 
Eyerdam and I at carpenter work. Mayr a touch of fever. 

January 23 (Thursday). To Gavutu. — up an- 
chor 6:30 aM. and proceeded alongside carpenter's whard to 
fill tanks with water. Seems almost a shame to wast time 
taking on water from tanks when tons of it has been falling 
these past few days. Catchment areas aboard a ship have 
always been an unsolved problem though. 

Cast off at 1:45 P.M. and proceeded under power 
through the harbor to Gavutu, Lever Brothers Plantations 
Lts.'s headquarters, where we will pay a few bills and 
purchase such supplies as Major Hewitt, the Manager, will 
permit. 

Lever Brothers dispense commestibles to their 
staff at about one-third the vrice charged in the Tulagi 
stores, It is seldom though that an outsider can wangle 
supplies from them. There is some sort of a gentleman's 
agreement between Tulagi and Gavutu which eliminates any 
chance of competition. 

The old Captain refused flatly to take the 
ship to sea at night, insisting that he would be en- 
dangering our lives and the ship as well, with a new 


crew unfamiliar with the workings of the vessel. The 
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Qld Man was merely concerned with a night's rest, nothing 
more. 

| This incident was the beginning of a drawn-out 
battle of wills. We never succeeded in overcoming the 
Old Man even to the end of his stay with us. 

January 24 (Friday). fo M'boli. A little 
trouble with the engine, didn't get away until 10:30. 

Took the inside passage through the reefs and proceeded 
through Utuha Passage to M'boli, anchorage on the eastern 
side of Florida Island where we anchoréd for the night. 

The passage from M'Boli to Auki, Malaita, must 
be undertaken during daylight hours because of intervening 
reefs. For once the Captain had his night's "rest" 
without protest. Though I might add that the mosquitoes 
were so thick at this anchorage that none of us slept. 

Hyerdam finished the cases and cabinet. 

A small urchin, Belleu, from Malaita, joined 
our complement as cabin boy just before we left Tulagi. 

He will become of great assistance to Arabo, the cook, 
in that the Captain will find it necessary to delegate 
some time to the training of Belleu and thereby give 
Arabo tntervals of rest. 

January 25 (Saturday). Auki, Malaita. Under 
way at daylight, negotiated “Indispensable Straits with 
power and sail to reach Auki, Government station at 2 P.M. 

Ashore at once to pay sur respects to Mr. Wilson, 
the Das tat'c't Officer of Malaita, but were informed by a 


police boy at the "Residency" that that official was in- 
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disposed and would not receive us. Returned to the 
ship and appeased our wrath in sleep. 

Salt water natives aboard at dusk to invite 
us to their amnual shark feeding céremonies and festi- 
val which will take place Monday and Tuesday next. 

Issued the crew their regular weekly rations, 
eomprising 4 cihemaiie tobacco, one box matches, one 
sheet newspaper, one small piece of soap each, as re- 
quired by law. 

January 26 (Sunday). Auki, Malaita. A note 
from Mr. Wilson this morning asking us to please come 
ashore and state our business. Ashore we went, and very 
tactfully explained that we wished to make a survey of 
the island including a trip into the mountains. Wilson 
heaped cold water on our venture and flatly refused to 
permit our trip into the interior. He became so eloquent 
in his pessimism that he offered us one chance in a hun- 
dred of coming out of the mountains alive. 

Later, Mr. Wilson suggested that we go down 
the coast to Maramasiki and interview his patrol officer, 
Major Saunders at that place. 

Finally, he announced that he was to be re- 
lieved by Mr. Barley within a day or two andwe could 
await the verdict of that district officer. 

We all felt greatly relieved, regarding the 
arrival of Mr, J. C. Barley, whom we knew to be a broad- 


minded individual. 


Hyerdam ashore collecting shells along the reefs. 
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January 27 (Monday). Auki, Malaita. Sent 
four boys hunting; they returned with a varied quan- 


epudINne 
“a Zosterops which is undoubtedly 


tity of material * 
new. 

All of the white complement to the Went 
villages to watch the shark feeding ceremonies. They 
turned out to be rather disappointing. 

The entrails of pigs were fastened astern 
of canoes and these paddled back and forth some dis- 
tance from the shore for an hour or more, then re- 
turned to the land. Sharks attracted by the blood do 
come to the canoe causeways along shore and seize other 
bits of pig and entrails placed for them. 

A number of small sharks did put in their ap- 
pearance during our stay, but nothing like the number 
previously advertised by the natives. These people wor- 
shin sharks as their ancestors. 

A few pictures were taken of this ceremony and 
the succeeding dance. Hamlin used his motion picture out- 
fit while I used a still camera. 

Perhaps the most unique part of this place is 
the village itself built upon a tiny island and entirely 
surrounded by a hand-built stone wall,--a veritable stone 
fortress in a wilderness, no doubt, a few years azo, when 
mountain people were ever ready to attack the islanders. 

January 28 (Tuesday). Auki, Malaita. All of 


the complement hunting, returned at noon to witness a big 
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dance on the mainland. This was an interesting affair, 
good costumes and rhythm of movement on the part of the 
participants interspersed with excellent musical harmony. 
The orchestra used reed flutes which gave out a weird wail, 
enhanced by natives blowing on them through their noses. 

At specimens in the evening. Later, Hamlin, Mayr 
and I to interview Mr. Barley, the relieving official. He 
didn't hesitate a minute in his decision, told us to go 
ahead but get out at the first sign of trouble. He ad- 
mitted that,with the exception of one heavily armed party 
and later Patrol Officer Koenig, no one had ever been into 
the central interior of the island, so could give us no 
definite information. Barley felt that under normal con- 
ditions, we should have no trouble whatsoever. 

Returned to the ship rather late to find that 
Eyerdam and native Jackie had skinned out all of the 
specimens. #yerdam gained undying. fame by making up three 
starling skins, his first. 

January 29 (Yednesday). To Sui. We have de- 
cided to go on down the coast to the anchorage at Sut, 
which will be our closest approach to the high mountains 
of the interior. Under way ws 6 AM. Hamlin lost the 
compression in the air bottles, hence we were forced to 
sail out of the harbor and down the coast. Captain Burrell 
made a terribl& botch of his work getting out to sea. 

We are beginning to doubt his ability to do anything 
properly. Hyerdem and I occupied with various carpenter 


work about ship. Hemlin at work on the engine. 
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January 30(Thursday). To Sua. Hamlin suc- 
ceeded in starting the engine just as we reached Sut. 
aye csaiek inside and anchored at 3% P.M. 

Sut harbor is barely an indentation in the 
Goast line and only moderately safe during heavy north- 
west weather. Yet it is the best that the island af- 
fords along this stretch of the coast line. 

Here are situated a saw mill and also head 

“quarters for the Malaita Company's plantations, an en- 
terprise owned by the South-Sea ivangelical Mission. 

Mr. Aldington, the company manager, invited 
all of us to his home for dinner. There we met a num- 
ber of white men who are associated with the company 
in various capacities. Mr. Aldington extended us every 
privilege available around the station and assured us 
that if the natives in the hinderland were not quiet and 
peaceful, he and his station would not be here. 

It is true that a few years ago Malaitamen 
were vicious and troublesome, but at present have set- 
ted down to a reasonably quiet behaviorism.,. Our host 
stressed the fact that Malaita had been badly played 
up and overestimated by the press and transient visitors 
to the islands. 

January 31 (Friday). Sut. Took the ship 
alongside the wharf to fill all tanks with water, thence 
to a permanent anchorage at the far side of the harbor. 
Hamlin engaged with the engine enacting minor repairs. 


Myself to see Mrs. Dootor Mac Crimmon at the 
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saw mill about my sore leg. She informed me that I had 
been doctoring that unruly member too much. She ordered 
me to dust the sore with dry powder, a bismuth solution, 
keep it dry for a short time and I would soon be able to 
return to the bush. 

Mayr and Zyerdam hunting alone, our native crew 
(not Malaita men) refusing to budge from the ship through 
fear of the local inhabitants ashore. 

Hunters returned in the P.M. with a fair bag of 
birds, but reported rough going in the bush, the ground 
being rugged and rocky and the slopes of the mountains,to 
the inland,steep and slippery. 

Pebruary 1 (Saturday). Sut. During a heavy 
torrent of rain last night, the deck above the bird racks 
Sprung a leak. This will necessitate extensive repairs 
immediately. | 

Mayr, Eyerdam and native Jackie ashore hunting, 
returned in P.M. with 33 specimens. Some new material 
among those obtained. 

Hemlin engaged with engine. Myself aboard em- 
ployed with crew at various tasks. 

Major Saunders, patrol officer, arrived in his 
Ship 'Verohica.' He ordéred the local native policeman, 
"Whiskey? to procure carriers for us at once and offered 
us police protection if necessary, for which we were grate- 
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February 2 (Sunday). Sui, Malaita. Hamlin at 
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the engine. iyerdam ashore collecting shells and a few 
birds. He returned with one Hdolisoma which proved dif- 
ferent. Developed pictures which turned out indifferently. 
Par from pleased with results. 

Purchased quantities of native foods. These Ma- 
laita rascals are by far the most shrewd of any we have 
encountered. 

February 3 (Monday). Sut, Malaita. Hamlin, Mayr, 
Eyerdam hunting. Myself, sore leg. I engaged the services 
of Whiskey and Brown as hunters for several days until we 
have some indications of carriers and how we will proceed 
into the mountain area. 

Hung up Mayr's tent as an awning over the forward 
hold. Captain and crew engaged bs pee ship. 

February 4 (Tuesday). Sufi, Malaita. Hard rains. 
Mayr and Eyerdam with natives ashore collecting. Hard 
rains all day. Sent Jackie and JLuaba to hospital for in- 
jections against yaws. 

Mr. Aldington returned from an inspection trip 
pemitting Hamlin to avail himself of the services of the 
work shop fengineers) where Hamlin wishes to make a spare 


nart for his engine. 
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February 5 sPeanenhey) Sui, Malaita. Hamlin, 
Mayr and dyerdan with % local natives collecting. They re- 
turned in the early afternoon with 48 specimens which took 
our time until very late at night. 

The remnant left over shall engage my time to- 
morrow morning. Very heavy rains to-day. 

February 6 (Thursday). Sut, Malaita. Hamlin 
aboard with engine. Mayr and Hyerdam with natives col- 
lecting. Myself finishing specimens and isbel ihe ma- 
terial. — 

22 specimens brought in despite the rain. 

Raised native Jackie (San Cristoval) 5/- per 
month for his ability in bird preparation. [ tried several 
other members of the crew but without success. 

February 7 (Friday). Sut, Malaita. Hard rains 
intermittently. Hamlin and Syerdam for birds. Mayr in 
bed, down with diarrhea and fever, probably a mild form 
of dengue. Natives collecting. Crew of the ship engaged 
with cleaning paint work. 

The leak in the deck has taken un with the re- 
peated rains. Eyerdam began making up bird skins to-night. 

February 8 (Saturday). Sui, Malaita. Mayr 
some better but very weak. Hamlin and Hyverdam ashore col- 
lecting. The former fell while trying to cross a swollen 
river and returned to the ship with every blessed thing 
about him soaked. There is no hope of our getting into 
the interior with the rivers in their present condition. 


All roads and trails, I might add, follow the course of 
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the rivers and not over the mountains. ingaged another 
local "Teake"” as a shoot boy to-day. Hunters returned 
with 48 specimens. Most of them wet and dirty but 
workable. Eyerdam returned very late again having lost 
his gun while picking up land shells and later misplacing 
himself while trying to locate the musket. It does no 
good to scold him. Eyerdam's heart and soul are in shells 
and that is the work he should be engaged in. 

February 9 (Sunday). Sut, Malaita. Continued 
hard rains and northwest squalls. The ship rolled badly 
and early in the morning dragged her anchor. Hamlin 
started the engine and we shifted across the harbor to get 
out of the swell as much as possible. 

Worked specimens until 1 P.M. when natives, in- 
cluding another local (Charley), showed up with 16 more 
specimens which kept us engaged for some time. 

February 10 (Monday). Sut, Malaita. Deluge of 
rain. Pour local natives hunting. We are giving each 
hunter a single barrel 20 gauge shotgun, 5 large cartridges, 
10 aux shells, newspaper and cotton. They return the 
shells each night so that we can keep a check on them. 

Natives returned at noon with 43 specimens. All 
of us engaged with preparation. This is one of the few 
times that all of the white complement have remained on 
board all day to skin birds. 

February 11 (Tuesday). Sui, Malaita. Natives 
collecting; all of us on board all day engaged in prepara- 


tion of specimens. The natives are keeping us busy day 
and night. 
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Grew engaged scraping paint off the sides of 
vessel. The Captain wishes to paint the outside of the 
ship white. It is now black. 

February 12 (Wednesday). Sut, Malaita. All 
engaged as yesterday. ‘This continuous deluge of birds 
is getting on our nerves. We are cross, irritable, and 
spend much time grumbling at one another. %8 more speci- 
mens came in at noon. 

Hamlin and Mayr concluded to make a prelimi- 
nary trip into the mountains. Whiskey, local police 
magistrate, flatly refused us carriers, but moderated 
when we threatened him with a visit from Major Saunders. 

It is quite easy to understand why these natives 
are reluctant to transport our cargo. As long as we are 
stationed here, natives can obtain tobacco and trade 
goods from foods sold and rewards earned from hunting. 

If we leave,that source of revenue is cut off. I suspect 
that the old heads of the village are behind ‘Whiskey in 
his reticence. 

February 13 (Thursday). Sut, Malaita. Hamlin 
and Mayr away to the highlands, early in the morning, with 
9 boys and % women as carriers. They plan to establish a 
camp when they locate mountain ornis and send for Eyerdam 
and me. 

I will pack up the lowland material and forward 
that te the Museum via the S/S Mataram which calls at this 


port Saturday (15th). lHyerdam will be better off here with 


ME. 
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February 14 (Friday). Sui, Malaita. tyerdam 
and I packing one case of 350 specimens representing low- 
land material of Malaita Island. Whiskey down from the 
bush with a note from Hamlin, advising that they have a 
makeshift camp at 3000 feet,near a fresh landslide which 
we heard taking place during the heavy rains last week. 

February 15 (Saturday). Sut, Malaita. 3/S 
Mataram in port to collect copra. Took the case of speci- 
mens on board and dispatched them to the !'useum. 

Some mail for Mayr and a series of cables from 
Burns Philp and the French Government at Noumea regarding 
‘the Polynesians who were landed at Noumea and arrested by 
the French authorities as prohibitive emigrants. 

I dispatched a note to Hamlin. The bearer of 
same met Hamlin, Mayr and party erry from the bush. 
They arrived at 5 P.M. and reported a not worth while trip. 
No vertical variation in species was noted. The old vil- 
lager with whom they were staying ordered them off his 
land, giving as an excuse the surmise that hunters might 
accidentally shoot the village pigs, which were in great 
demand for an approaching feast of some kind. Mayr and 
Hamlin decided to return to the ship, reorganize and later 
try another locality. 

Mayr received some news from Berlin and cabled 
the Director of the Museum as follows: 

"Wire immediately your opinion concerning my 
departure, Permission New York. Will leave if you ad- 


vise. Reply immediately. 


Mayr." 
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February 16 (Sunday). Sut, Malaita. Hamlin 
must return to Tulagi to straighten out the Polynesian 
crew difficulty with the French authorities. Mayr is 
anxious to be in Tulagi near a cable station where he 
can settle his status with Berlin. We agreed to sail 
this night for Tulagi to be there in time for business 
hours Monday morning. The thought of the loss of a 
nizht's rest on the part of the Captain gave the old 
gentleman the jitters. He started a terrible fuss, but 
soon lost heart when we extended him an invitation to 
accompany us as our guest. We felt perfectly capable of 
taking the ship over to Tulagi without the services of 
a master mariner. 

February 17 (Monday). Tulagi. Anchored Tu- 
lagi harbor at 10 A.M. Hamlin ashore immediately to 
the Government Sec'y and to Burns Philp where necessary 
statements and credentials covering the expedition's 
pact of the Polynesian crew were cabled and mailed to 
the French authorities in Noumea. As explained previously, 
these boys were without citizenship papers and elected to 
go to Noumea of their own accord. 

Such identification papers as Hamlin had given 
the natives were lost in Sydney. Myself to Makambo to re- 
plenish our supplies. 

Hyerdam in the large boat to gather up all cases 
of shells that are stored about Tulazi to bring them aboard 


and repack them for shipment to the Museum and not Seattle, 


Washington. 
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Mosquitoes have begun breeding in the main hold. 
Was necessary to pour kerosene into poth water tanks and 
fumigate ship with burning oiled rags. 

February 18 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Mayr received 
a cable advising his return. He has made up his mind to 
leave on a French boat bound for Marseilles and due here 
March 5. 

I cabled the Museum advising them of Mayr's in- 
tended departure, and requested 100 pounds nassage money 
for him. 

Mayr in turn advised Berlin and his parents of 
return to Germany in April. 

Hamlin learned that 200 pounds sterling has been 
placed to his credit through the London office of Burns 
Philp and Go. This will offset our debit somewhat. 

Eyerdam engaged packing his shells. 

February 19 (Wednesday). Tulagi. Hamlin to 
Gavutu to purchase some spare parts for the engine. Cap- 
tain and crew engaged roving new peak and throat halyards 
for the foresail. 

John Hllis aboard to measure area for a new stay 
sail which we need badly. 

Mayr and I packing his effects. Hyerdam at 
shells. He camot pack, just throws things into the boxes. 
Fortunately, shells are not as easily damaged as bird skins. 

Hamlin has cabled Hanley and Clay Co. of Samarai, 
relative to an exchange of the 'Royal Endeavour' for the 


"Prance.' The 'Royal Endeavour' is a sailing ship out and 
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out with a splendid reputation for quick passages. Ham- 
lin has asked my opinion of the exchange, but I should 
like to see the other vessel before I make up my mind. 

February 20 (Thursday). Tulagi. All of Eyer- 
dam's shells (18 cases) to B. P's. Cargo sheds to be 
shipped to New York via the S/S Carisso, an American ves- 
sel, calling shortly. 

We are awaiting further replies from cables. 

February 21 (Priday). Tulagi. Four members 
of the crew, Ulava, Jackie, Luaba, and Belleu, struck 
for higher wages and a tin of salmon each for "dinner" 
every night. They were dismissed without ceremony. 

Arabo, the cook, was raised to % pounds per 
month. We can't afford to gamble with a new cook at the 
moment. 

Later in the day--Lonsdale (Charley) and Willie 
signed on at one pound each ver month. 

Hamlin purchased a secondhand oil separator, 
which he will use to filter his used lubricating ofl in 
the engine. Defsel engines fairly eat lubricating oil. 
With this machine Hamlin will, no doubt, enact a con- 
siderable saving on his oil bills. 

Pebrusry 22 (Saturday). Tulagi. "Joe", a 
gangling Guadalcanal native, signed on as "Boatswain" 
at 3 pounds per month. Maro, a San Cristoval native, 
signed as seaman, ordinary, at one pound per month. 

Hamlin and iyerdam at work bolting the new 


Separator to the floor boarding of the engine room. Evyer- 
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dam is in his element at heavy work of this sort. He 
is to be complimented upon his ability with carpenter's 
tools. 

February 23 (Sunday). Tulagi. Very hot and 
sultry. Mr. Eyerdam wishes to sever his connection with 
the expedition, get married and continue in New Caledonia 
or elsewhere as an independent unit. He is writing to Dr. 
Murphy on this account. 

Mayr has finished his packing. 

February 24 (Monday). Tulagi. Ashore with 
Hamlin to the Government Secretary, Mr. Kidsen, and made 
a formal application to that person to be vermitted to 
take 5 natives of the Protectorate out of the group for 
the period of one year. 

A rather tardy cable reached Mayr this noon: 
"Decide yourself no danber staying lonzer--Zimmer." Mayr 
has threshed the problem out in his own mind and has de- 
cided to return to Germany. After all Mayr has been out 
longer than any of us, over 3 years, and he feels that he 
should be getting home. 

All of us hate to see him go, but realize that 
he must be his own master. We bid our august colleague 
Godspeed at 4 P.M, Sailed out of the harbor to Gavutu 
where I made a few purchases at a nominal vprice from Lever 
Brothers’ store and continued on toward Sut, Malaita, 
not without a misunderstanding with our Captain, though, 
who felt that he ad earned an honest night's repose af- 


ter his difficult 30 minutes of navigation from Tulagi to 


Gavutu. 
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Pebruary 25 (Tuesday). To Sui, Malaita. our 
passage of the night and morning should have a fitting 
place among the annals of the Whitney South Sea iExpedi- 
tion: It might be termed the finest piece of "circular 
navigation" ever performed during the 9-year cruise of 
the schooner 'France.' Full credit must be given to 
William Henry Burrell, master marine, of Bathurst, New 
South Yales, Australia, for the masterful way in which 
he handled the whole situation from its inception to the 
end. 

Hamlin took his post in the engine room to look 
after that instrument while Eyerdam and I retired shortly 
after dark to catch a little sleep before we went on deck 
to take our allotted watches. Between 9 and 10 the Cap- 
tain called Joe, the new boatswain, to the wheel and gave 
him the course to be steered. Being a normal night, the 
Captain paid no further attention to Joe, but presumed 
that, in as much as Joe had been on ships 7 years (as a 
fireman, we learned later) he, Joe, could steer a course. 
The Captain came below to catch a nap, I presume, and did 
not return to the deck until just before midnight. Then 
and then only did he learn that Joe had managed to get 
the ship turned around and was headed back for Tulagi. [ 
was awakened by a beautiful display of 1870 maritime 
language and came on deck to see what was the matter. 

Shortly, after I arrived a light was sighted 
dead ahead. It faded and appeared periodically. The Cap- 


tain was sure that the light came from one of the station 
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houses on the hill above Sut harbor. ‘The old man even 
went so far as to climb half-way up the rigging to con- 
vince himself that he was right. Yes, that was it-- 
turning to the new boy, Charley, at the wheel, he directed 
that individual to steer in the direction of the light, 
keep the light dead ahead. 

The Captain, Hamlin and I went-below and made 
eunmeites a cup of tea on tne kerosene primus. A half 
hour later, upon returning to the deck, Captain found 
that Charley was still pursuing the light, but was going 
in the direction of Tulagi again. It turned out that 
Burrell was chasing the masthead light of the Malaita 
Company's small schooner which was enroute’ Tulagi. 

The next few minutes were pitiful. "The old 
man lost his head, made Hamlin stop the — iiaceen 
Sisted upon drifting until daylight until he could learn 
where he was. “. 

Daylight came and the ink etc was still lost, 
had no idea where he was and wanted to run close in to 
the land, send a ship's boat ashore to inquire our where- 
abouts. Hamlin and I would have none of this unseamanlike 
conduet. We refused to let him. Finally, Arabo, our 
cook, advanced the information that, given charge of af- 
fairs, he could pilot us to the Sui anchorage without fur- 
ther ado. This he did in short order, and old Burrell 
roared tripes out of the lad for not having breakfast on 
the table at 8 A.M. sharp. 


Reached Sua at 9 A.M. alongside to fill ship's 
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tanks with water, thence to anchorage in harbor at ll A.M. 

All of us to bed to sleep, the last hours being 
a constant drain upon our resources. 

Pebruary 26 (Wednesday). Sut, Malaita. Hamlin 
at the engine to put it in good order before leaving the 
ship. Syerdam, natives and I hunting. Returned with 21 
specimens. 

I went ashore to visit sundry and varied old 
men in quest of carriers. Whiskey has informed us that 
the old men are the ones to decide such an issue. Ap- 
parently, his police boy's uniform doesn't carry much 
weight. 

The old men insisted upon a payment of 5 shil- 
lings each per diem. These individuals are shrewd and 
are accustomed to receiving a rake off on all transactions 
that deal with the interior. In the past, every boy that 
came from the mountains to the beach to recruit as labor, 
paid a premium to the o1d chief of the beach through 
whose land he passed. Likewise when the native finished 
his labor and returned home, he paid another premium to 
the beachside chief for a transient nassage to his vil- 
lage. Inasmuch as bird collectors are transients, they 
too should contribute to the financial assets of the com- 
munity. Ve don't feel that we should pay more than the 
regulation, one shilling per diem per boy. In fact, we 
had implicit directions from the Government not to pay 


more. 


Iwo French Marist mission Fathers visited Sut 
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to-day. I had a talk with them and was told that Mount 
Kolovrat and Torimbusu, to the north and east, was the 
highest position on Malaita. Those men assured me that 
we would have no trouble with the natives in that region. 
The Pathers have covered a fair bit of the interior at 
various times. 

Crew of the vessel employed cutting firewood 
and burning the paint off the sides o¥ the ship with a 
blow torch preparatory to painting same. During the 
evening, I outlined, in a letter to the Museum, the fi- 
nancial position of the expedition at the moment. A 


transcription of the letter follows: 


Su'u Malaita 


February 26th, 1930. 


My dear Dr.:--- 

Upon receipt of his mail from the Mataram 
Feb. 15th at this port, Dr. Mayr became uneasy and asked 
us to return to Tulagi with the vessel in order that he 
might telegraph Berlin and receive a definite answer from 
them. Previous to this time Dr. Stresseman had written 
Mayr repeatedly urging him to resign his position with 
the expedition and return to the Fatherland. Mavr did 
wish to remain with the vessel until the Carolines were 
reached and he had likewise finished his one year with 
the W.8. ov 


On Feb. 18th, Dr. Mayr received the fol- 
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lowing communication from Berling, "Return advisable 
Zimmer." This cable from his director, Dr. Zimmer, 

was final and Mayr began making preparations for his 
departure on a French steamer from Tulagi Mareh Sth. 


He will arrive in Germany the middle of April. 


Feb. 19th, I cabled you as follows: "EMayr 


will leave in about a fortnight. Please sand immediately 


100Pounds i. Mayr this port. Coultas." As you will see 


later, we have no cash funds available at the present 


time. And our credit at Burns-Philp is extended to the 


point where I do not care to ask them many more times 


for advances. Last August Dr. Mayr loaned to the expe- 
dition, all of his available cash money, 30% Pounds to 


be exact. Now when he wants to return to Germany he is 


without funds to pay his own passage and we too, have 


nothing to give him. I hope that you have not miscon- 


strued the meaning of the last cable. We are not paying 


for the Dr.'s passage to Germany. 


Mayr left the France Feb. 24th and we returned 


to Su'u at once. Before the Dr. left the ship he asked 


for a nominal rate of interest on the 30% Pounds loaned 
to the expedition. With the consent of Hamlin, I have 


-given the Dr. a promissory note for %03 Pounds, bearing 


simple interest at the rate of five percent rer annum 
dating from August lst, 1929. This sum of 30% pounds 


does not include the 80 pounds due Dr. Mayr for his 


services with the expedition the past eight months, June 
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15th, 1929 to Feb. 15th, 1930. 

We remained in Tulagi until the evening of the 
24th, hoping to have an answer to our cable of the 19th 
to you, before we left Dr. Mayr. Hamlin was confident 
that the money would reach him in Tulagi in time and ad- 
vised that we continue our work on Malaita. 

Malaita is reputed to be very quiet now and we 
anticipate no trouble whatsoever. The missionaries, who 
have been into the interior, tell us that we should find 
but a few natives and those very submissive since the 
Sinorango affair of two years ago. At that time the na- 
tives killed two Government tax collectors. ‘Vhe authori- 
ties in Tulagi organized a bush party and wiped out most 
-of One clan. 

There now remains in the Solomon Group; Malaita, 
to the north of that, Gower Island; to the southward of 
Malaita, Ulava and the Three Sisters. We should finish 
these by the middle of April. There will still remain 
the large coral Atol, Ontong Java (Lord Howe) 150 miles 
to the northeastward of Malaita and to the southwestward 
the two islands, Rennell and Belone. Hamlin has visited 
Rennell but says that there are several species that he 
missed. | 

Should we cut these out of the category, we 
will be able to leave the Solomon Islands by the first of 
May by the very latest---providing that we have received 
sufficient funds to enable us to continue to the Caroline 


Islands. 
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In the middle of January, Hamlin told me that 
he nad advised you some time in November to the effect 
that he was turning the expedition over to me and he 
would remain without salary until we reached the Carolines. 
At the time, I pointed out that my contract stated spe- 
cifically, that I was to place myself under his charge un- 
til such time as he leaves. Hamlin insisted that this was 
the best course, as he had already remained with the expe- 
dition longer than he should have. I should like your 
opinion in this matter as soon as possible as there are 
several things hinging that do not augment harmony. 

I have taken over the financial part of the ex- 
pedition and will report that with this letter, but I do 
not think it advisable for me to take over the whole thing 
until Hamlin leaves. That is a matter of policy. 

Now let us get into the financial side of the 
France first: 

We will have April lst. the sum of 680 Pounds 
($3400) debts to be paid here in the Solomon [slands be- 
fore we will be able to leave. ‘This includes captains and 
crews wages, but it does not carry with it the Sydney debt 
nor the others that we have. 

In Sydney thereis an approximate debt of Pounds 
or y2415 that must be met sooner or later. 

Dr. Mayr's loan and wages of 38% Pounds minus 
the 100 Pounds we presume is forwarded to him will mean 


pl415. 
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Hamlin's wages due of 320 Pounds--$1600 
The New York deficit of say $10,000 


Pebts Tulegi+----~---------- 680 Pounds------- $3400 

ad Syd ne y-----<---------- 483 oR waweg 2415 
Bie ROE aa ss 4 9494 55 9~* won oa 283 “ aaa---- 1415 
Hamlin----------------------320 "9 -=----- 1600 
New York ee ee 10000 


Total deficit $ T8870 

At present it would seem that the total deficit 
of the expedition will be $18,830 on April lst, 1925 and 
that exclusive of the wages of Eyerdam and myself to the 
present and the small amounts incurred by yourselves there 
in New York. 

Now if the expedition does go the Carolines as 
Mr. Hamlin wishes you must forward an additional $5000 be- 
sides the $3500 quarterly statement that is due April lst. 
I should like to know too, if the additional $5,000 is for- 
warded what effect that will have upon the future stipends 
that will be forwarded in quarterly payments. Will you 
take that $5,000 out of the next allottment and leave me 
stranded in the Carolines until that is made up or will 
you borrow from another fund? It will be impossible to 
get the credit in the Carolines that we have been extended 
here. This is a matter of pure business and with me a 
serious one, for when I take over an expedition with a 
deficit of $18,830 it is up to me to know something of the 
scheme of things. I certainly do not want to take the ship 
Over in the Carolines and then have the thing seized for 
non-payment of debts. Nor do I think it advisable to go to 


the Carolines until some sort of a financial basis is 
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reached either. 

Will you please cable us on the first of April, 
stating definitely what amount is being sent April lst, 
and what anount can be sent us July lst, inst. Please. 

I do not wish to continue further in the dark. 


Let us go at this from an entirely different 


angle: 

Insurance (annual) on vessel----~~-- $1200 
Inci@entals New Yorke<ers--------7 1000 
Sxaitss wagos---e-— "see 1200 
Eyerdam Wega sqen pensar Ht Pees T 1200 
Aemuni tiens<2<=—4-"587 444 S6 TTT re 600 


Annual expenditures «po 2 00 


The amual expenditure of $5,200 in New York 
from the allottment of $20,000 leaves a surplus of 314,800 
for the maintenance of the vessel and the expedition in the 
field. By the most rigid economy I think that it is pos- 
sible to run the ship on $10,664 per year. That will mean 
an allottment of $2661 per quarter and will give the Whit- 
ney fund $4,156 per year to cancel deficits. 

When I use these figures of 2,661 per quarter 
I am figuring without accident to the vessel and the pos- 
sibility that I can take the Solomon Islands crew to the 
other grouvs with me. 

These are the best figures I can give with the 
most rigid economy expended. Ve have economized to the 
last drop as it is for prices here in the islands are any 
where from one hundred to five hundred percent higher than 


in your part of the world. 


If you do not find it possible to extend the 
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eredit of the Whitney fund over the $3500 quarterly al- 
lottment on April 1st it is possible that we can go to 
New Caledonia with the vessel and get caught un a little 
there before proceeding to the Carolines. For as I told 
-_ I do want a few dollars in hard cash in the ship be- 
fore we go into the territory of the Japanese. 

At the most the expedition does not need the 
France more than fourteen months longer. The Carolines 
Marshalls and Gilberts can be worked as a whole and the 
outlying islands of the New Guinea coast and the Smaller 
islands of the Admiralty group aswell. It may be pos- 
sible to sell the ship in Rabaul as there is a demand for 
such a type of vessel in the Gold fields trade from Rabaul 
to the northward. After the islands have been completed, 
the expedition can work the larger Admiralities, New 
Britain and New Ireland as a land unit. 

The old France is still sound below the water 
line. Abvove decks there are a few small places that are 
not in the least serious. But the demand for this type 
of vessel is not very heavy. Copra has dropped in price 
to such an extent that many of the smaller planters are 
being frozen out. There is absolutely no demand for this 
type of vessel in the Solomon [slands. Jhat she will bring 
when the time comes, remains a gamble. 

Hamlin sent the Polynesian crew away the latter 
part of January. It will be necessary for us to train a 
hew group of bird skinners. I have petitioned the Govern- 


ment in Tulagi to permit me to retain the Solomon Island 
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erew for a period of one year. With them I should be 
able to economize and eliminate the bolshevism of labor 
for one year. These imbeciles can learn to skin birds. 
I have taught a couple of them already. 

Mr. Eyerdam is obsessed with a "betrothed" in 
ienieny: He would like to have her with him on the France 
but the rest of us have told him frankly that would not be 
satisfactory. Je have no individual cabins for the two 
of them and he would be without privacy in his family life. 
Mr. Eyerdam has, I think, written to you outlining a plan 
to work New Caledonia. He would like to snend a matter of 
a year or more in that region collecting birds, shells and 
botanical specimens. Such an idea would be a good one pro- 
viding the money for his expenditures were not t aken from 
the Jhitney fund. Mr. Eyerdam's interests do not center 
in birds. He is primarily a collector of Botanical and 
Conchological material. He does a fair piece of work on 
birds now though he has much to learn yet. 

If the museum could find him a fund where he 
could spend several years in one place with his plants and 
shells and birds, on the side, I am sure that he would be 
of much more value. A discontented mind doesn't produce 
the best results. 

If Eyerdam were sent to New Caledonia, I am sure 
that he must have credentials from you and the French Em- 


bassy in Washington before he could be permitted to land 


there. 
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I am forwarding with the 5. 5. Carisso of San 
Francisco, a tramp American vessel, eighteen cases of 
conchological material and two cases of materials belonging 
to Mr. Hamlin. Those should reach you some time in June. 

In your letter of Nov. 30th to Mr. Hamlin, you 
asked him to have me write more frequently. I can assure 
you that I have kept the two weeks schedule with as nearly 
as possible. Mail leaves the iglands once every six weeks 
and often then we are miles away from any one who is meetin 
the steamer. With our case now, we will be out all com- 
munication until we return to Tulagi the middle of April. 

Let me ask you again te send me some sort of a 
Carte blanc credential. A "Dago Dazzler" with a nice 
official stamp and the trimmings would be as satisfactory 
as any. Hamlin has been using his contract with the mu- 
seum as his identification. In the Carolines or New Cale- 
ionia we will be asked for credentials of some sort. And 
the same applies to the Mandated Territory of New Guinea 
likewise. I do not need a specific letter of entry to 
any one territory but I should have some sort of a "Who 
am I" 

I am pleased to know that publications are on 
the way. We will devour these during our srare time. 

Don't think from the remarks preceeding the fi- 
nancial summary, that I am in the least discontented. Quite 
the contrary, I am willing to see the expedition out to the 


end. Best wishes, 
(Signed) Willfem FP. Coultas 
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February 27 (Thursday). Su'u Malaita. 
Eyerdam and three local natives ashore hunfing. lMyself 
at the discouraging task of trying to obtain carriers. 
We have learned from other sources that the natives 
boast that they will make up pay through the nose be- 
fore they take our gear into the bush. 

February 28 (Friday). Su'u Malaita. Hamlin 
engaged at the engine as previously. Crew employed 
burning paint off the ship's sides. dyerdam collecting. 

I have decided to call a halt on the native collectors 
in hopes that their reaction will be favorable toward 
carrying. 

Mareh 1 (Saturday). Su'u Malaita. With 
Hyerdam to the village of "Hoe" in the interior to a 
big festival where we hope to obtain carriers. Our ap- 
peal was met with large guffaws on the part of the in- 
nabitants. We are dreadfully discouraged and are thinking 
of shifting to another locality, where no doubt we will 
be confronted with the same conditions as here. 

March 2 (Sunday). Su'u Malaita. yerdam col- 
lecting. Hamlin and I aboard engaged in sundries. A ray 
of hope gleamed at 1 P.M. when the Government pinnace 
‘Veronica’ was sighted. Sure enough Patrol officer Saunders 
was aboard and had heard of our difficulties. Wr. Whiskey, 
the local representative, was brought aboard ané@ told to 
have 25 carriers ready at daylight in the morning. Whiskey 
pleaded that the natives demanded 5 Shillings each per day. 


No matter, we were instructed to vay one only. 
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I felt a trifle sorry for Whiskey, who in the 
end, must make up the difference out of his own pocket 
between our pay ani that demanded by the natives. 

The balance of the day spent in preparation 
for the bush trip. 

March 32 (Monday). ‘To interior Malaita. Myself 
painfully ill with cramps and diarrhea this morning. 
Doctored with chlorodine and was able to proceed at noon 
with Hyerdam and 25 carriers who were awaiting us. 

We followed the source of the Kworiekwa River 
into the highlands and camped at a small village of 
Nadidiah for the night. 

The country through which we passed is broken 
and mountainous with ridges running up to an average of 
3000 feet elevation. The island is volcanic in origin 
and looks similar to that portion of San Cristoval through 
which we traversed. 

March 4 (Tuesday). To interior Malaita. Away 
at daylight and followed the couse of the river Kwariekwa 
to the village of Eringo Manu, which we reached at 3 P.M. 
We are now at an elevation of 1300 feet and some 5 or 6 
miles in the interior (as the crow flies). 

Our carriers announced that we had reached the 
border of their territory. Ye-would now be obliged to 
find mountain people to carry us further. They were paid 


off and dismissed. 


Hamlin, who had remained behind to receive an 
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answer from Hanley and Clay, Samarai, regarding the 
exchanze of the ‘Royal Endeavour' for the 'France,' 
reached camp at dark. He announced a favorable re- 
ply to his message. Je were to compare vessels in 
Samarai later when the 'France' visited that part 
preparatory to her departure to the Caroline Islands. 

March 5 (Wednesday). s#ringo Manu. Hamlin 
is to go on to Arola to find a reliable police boy by 
name Charley Ba Ba a and forage for carriers. [ 
wanted badly to accompany Hamlin on this trip, but felt 
it advisable to remain behind with iEyerdam. 

Hamlin away at 8 A.M. with two locals who know 
the road to Arola. 

Myself out all day with a guide, Antai. Te 
covered three distinct ridges of 3000 feet or over without 
discovering a mountain ornis. 

Kyerdam collecting south of camp. Returned to 
camp to work birds until late at night. 

March 6 (Thursday). H#ringo Manu. Our camp 
is a makeshift affair inside a native hut. If one can 
accustom himself to the dirt and filth around the place, 
life isn't bad at all. We have plenty of fresh air and 
a wealth of beautiful mountain scenery. There are hordes 
of weird, naked savages who offer us as much interesting 
speculation as we give them in turn. 

Antai has been engaged as a cook while native 
George began lessons in bird skinning. 


yerdam and I collecting all day with fair re- 
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sults but no new material. We are certainly bringing 


together a splendid representation of lowland material. 

March 7 (Friday). Sringo Manu. Prospective 
native hunters demanded that we pay them in money for 
birds collected. We refused them, knowing that in time 
they will be eager to obtain tobacco. Eyerdam and i col- 
lecting. We encouitered considerable rain during the day. 

Mareh 8 (Saturday). Hringo Manu. With our 
landlord "Willie" to Hau Fardi,a long range to the south 
and east of camp. Ve eneountered difficulties in getting 
around and over numerous landslides. These ridges are 
sharp and steep throughout this region. 

During the day we pnassed through a number of 
_well-cultivated native gardens. They were clean and or- 
derly and showed evidences that these people are good 
agriculturalists. The area appeared to be well populated 
though few natives were observed. Natives, and particu- 
larly women and children, hide when strangers are in their 
midst. Hau FPardi is also a ridge of over 3000 feet eleva- 
tion. 

Mareh 9 (Sunday). #ringo Manu. In camp all 
morning attending to left-over specimens from yesterday's 
collecting. Charley, Su Su Mai, a well-proportioned stal- 
wart, applied for a position as hunter and bird skinner. 
He was engaged and later turned out to be one of the finest 
natives I ever associated with. Charley is married but 


left his wife and family in care of his parents. 
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Hamlin returned from Arola at 4 P.M. with 
Charley Ba Ba Mai, police magistrate, and 18 carriers. 

As fine a lot of savages as I have ever set eye on. 
Hamlin announced that these "friends" of his would 
take us into the Mount Torimbusu area. 

Included in Hamlin's retinue was a badly dis- 
figured old scoundrel named John Lah homme Lem Besse, 
Informants gave us to understand that John had had a 
varied aareer. As a child he had fallen into a fire and 
had burned himself badly. Later in a raid on his village, 
John had lost the sight of an eye and had become crippled 
and deformed. John married later on, but lost his wife 
after a few years of matrimonial bliss. The only child 
of this union, a son, was killed in a fight a number of 
years pievi easly: 

John became demented after the loss of his wife 
and son and was known to spend long intervals wandering 
alone in the bust. 

This is not a dissertation on witch doctor, but 
goes to show how they are made. 

As the natives believed, the devils had gone 
inside John and had made him a supernatural being. The 
Arola people. included John in their party to look after 
their interests when they were travelling to and from Mount 
Torimbusu where we are led to believe strange gods and 
devils dwell. 


For the price of a shilling John could make 
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the rain stop or the sun shine or bring on the rumblings 
of thunder--all of these things and others as well. 

He and Lyerdam took to one another like ducks 
to water. 

March 10 (Monday). To Su'u. Hamlin and ecar- 
riers to rest for one day and thence to Torimbusu with 
Eyerdam and all of the gear. 

| Myself to Su'u and the ship to take down all 
specimens and requisition rice and as many other commes- 
tibles as I can find carriers for. 

Charley Su Su Mai and Jack Antai will await my 
return and guide my party to Torimbusu, 

Left camp at daylight and reached Ship at 3% P.M. 
Found everything in good order with crew engaged painting 
Ship. Native Belleu, cabin boy, has returned to the veg- 
sel. He will receive the senerous sum of ten shillings 
per month for services rendered, 

“Mareh 22 (Tuesday). To Eringo Manu. Away at 
7 AM. with six local natives and 2 boys from the ship. 
Traveled all day in the rain to reach Eringo Manu at 4 
P.M. There I found my two guides awaiting me and a note 
from Hamlin stating that he and Eyerdam had gone on to 
Mount Torambusu. I camped for the night. 

March 12 (Yednesday). To Kwau Kwau. Resorted 
the baggage. With mine and the small amoung that Hamlin 
was forced to leave, now have 10 carrier loads. 

"Willie" petitioned me for payment of rent on 


his house and firewood before I left, but, fortunately, I 
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was able to remind him that Hamlin had attended to that 
technicality before he departed yeuboraay” Such are the 
virtues of the written word. 

My two boys, from the ship, gave out on me af- 
ter 2 hours of hiking. They insisted that their feet were 
not accustomed to the hard stones in the river bed and 
they must return to the vessel. I suspect that our boys 
were frightened of the local natives who have been their 
hereditary enemies for generations of time. 

I was forced to reapportion the loads and leave 
one trunk behind. The crew returned to the ship, while 
the coastal people were shortly afterward replaced by 
mountain men. Thus two untimely delays in one day. 

We turned away from the river bed shortly after 
noon and began a steady climb up one ridge after another 
to reach the village of Kwau Kwau, elevation 3000 feet, 
at dusk. 

This place is a striking example of natural for- 
tification again. It is so placed on the end of a spur 
of a ridgé that approach is accessible from one side only. 
The other through sides being nrotected by sheer cliffs 
which drop at least 1000 feet to the valleys below. 

The term village in Malaita usually signifies 
a one-femily area. Each has its own name. ‘Tribes or 
clans congregate in one area, certainly, but every family 
lives separately. ‘Thus one might find every peak or 


ridge within hailing distance inhabited by numbers of 
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\ 
people all more or less closely related but every house 
a number of yards' distance from the other. Natives 
hold that family life is more congenial when peonle live 
apart than when clustered close together. Gardens are 
placed on the steep sloves of ridges where nothing but 
a mountain goat would feel at home. 

March 13 (Thursday). Torambusu. I experience’ 
a remarkable morning, climbing up and down ridges to reach 
the Torambusu Mountain. We descended from %000 feet to 
the valley (1200) and up another ridge to 3000 feet again. 
This required over an hour of time at a gain of several 
hundred rods of distance. After several performances of 
this kind reached the camp of the other party at noon. 

There are a number of new species here including 
a Gymnophaps and a mountain Rhipidura. 

Camp has been established at 4000 feet well in- 
side the moss line, which indicates quantities of rain. 
There is the tent fly for the main house and another tem- 
porary shelter for the cook and followers. Conditions are 
very crowded but will do for the time being. Though all 
carriers have been paid in full, we are hampered by camp 
followers who have no other ambition than to see what we 
are doing and pick un whatever comes their way. 

There is another factor about bird expeditions 
which attracts natives and account for their porularity 
with the latter. No sooner igs a bird skinned and the 
body examined than there are a dozen eager outstretched 


nands ready to receive the prize. 
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The abandoned body, no matter the snecies nor 
the size, is flung, dirt and all, into the fire. There 
it receives a hasty scorching on the outside before it 
is consumed by one or more natives. : 
One becomes accustomed to the crowding, jostling 
and snarling,in time, that accompanies the completion of 
each specimen. 
Mareh 14 (Priday). Torambusu. We suffered a 
cold, miserable night ,--not sufficient covering nor bed- 
ding underneath us. Put natives to work to cut fern 
fronds and build us a deep bed. | 
Chas Ba Ba Mai, the leader, assured us that | 
he and associates would collect our birds and supply | 
us With food. ‘This was his polite way of informing us 
that we were not wanted in the bush. ; 
We engazed 4 hunters for the present and they 
lost no time in supplying us with specimens. A Philloscipus | 
was brought in during the morning, a very desirable bird. | 
The sun was visible until about 8 A.M., fol- 
lowing which we were beset with rain and fog the rest of 
the day. I am afraid that we are camped a few hundred 
feet too high and are just inside a continuous fog belt. 
This morning at daylight Hamlin and I walked the 
300 feet up to the very top of the mountain. There we 
were afforded a wonderful view of the whole of the sur-~ 
rounding country including the island of Guadalcanal over 


70 miles distance. ‘Ye likewise watched the mountain 
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Gymnophaps at their tumbling antics. It was a pleasure 
to watch individuals of this species fall over backwards 
from a limb of a shrub or tree upon which they were 
perched and turn over and over while they fell many hun- 
dreds of feet before righting themselves. 

March 15 (Saturday). ‘Torambusu. Bebingah, 
self-styled terror of this district, appeared in camp 
to-day. He is a blustering individual, trouble bent. 

Began to rain early in the morning and con- 
tinuei all day. In our camped quarters, we are far from 
comfortable. The cold makes it necessary for us to put 
on all available clothing to keep warm. We sit up on 
the edge of the bed with a box lid or flat board on our 
laps and prepare specimens. The rain has come in such 
torrents that we have small rivers running under our 
beds. It is a problem to keep our feet dry. 

John, the medicine man, irritated us terribly 
by emitting a blood-curdling yell every few minutes. He 
insisted that he was chasing away devils and spooXs that 
kept hovering around the camp. 

Fortunately, the hunfers, eager for tobacco, 
have swamped us with specimens which they have managed 
to keep reasonably dry despite the weather. 

Mareh’ 16 (Sunday). ‘Torambusu. Hamlin has 
developed a nasty cold. He has concluded that he will 
return to the coast and take the ship to Ulava Island,-- 


possibly the "Three Sisters" and then Gower. He will 
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return for us at Vlamburi on the other side of the is- 
land shortly after April first. This was a sound idea 
and kept the ship engaged while we were at work in the 
mouwitains. 

Hamlin left at 10 A.M. with 2 volunteers who 
will return to us with ammunition and commestibles. 

Eyerdam and I engaged as previously. The ma- 
terial continues to pour in while we sit and prepare 
specimens. 

March 17 (Monday). Torambusu. Hngaged at 
birds. ain and high winds all day. 

March 18 (Tuesday). Torambusu. Same as yes- 
terday. very blessed thing we own is damp from the 
mist. I am a little troubled about the specimens. ‘They 
will never dry while we are camped in this locality. 

March 19 (Wednesday). Torambusu. Ye have 
had 56 hours of continuous rain and wind. ‘his must not 
continue longer. Sent Su Su Mai and Antai down the 
slope to pick out a flat spot near water, and under the 
fog line where we can camp and still be within striking 
distance of the mountain. They were instructed to nut 
up frames for our tent and build a large dry cook house. 

How these nunters of ours and camp followers 
have been able to ward off pneumonia in all of this rain 
is a mystery to me. They have been sleeping on the 
ground in the cook house, nauddled together like pigs, 
without coverings or blankets, yet are still as good- 


natured as ever. 
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Eyerdam and I have scarcely moved. We tumble 
out of bed, skin birds and tumble back again. 

March 20 (Thursday). Wanga fu fu. Moved 
camp down the slope half a mile to 2200 feet altitude. 
Our boys picked out an excellent spot for us. We were 
moved to the new quarters and back at birds in a little 
over 2 hours. 

Be bing ah played up to-day by demanding that 
ie be made the cook. Even tried to drive Antai out of 
camp. A few terse invectives from me discouraged him. 
Like all bullies, he is bold only so long as he can get 
away With it. 

Rain and mist to-day but not nearly so uncom- 
fortable in our new quarters where we have protection from 
the prevailing northwest winds. 

Our locality is undoubtedly an old sacred fes- 
tival ground of some kind. I think this spot is where 
this tribe brought their dead chieftains to burn them in 
days past. Natives are close-mouthed about their own af- 
fairs. 

March 21 (friday). Wanga fu fu. The blessed 
Sunshine appeared this morning. Je are just under the 
fog line. Spent a busy day drying out our effects, 
building wind breaks around the tent, padding bunks with 
fern fronds, adding leaf to the cook house, drying speci- 
mens, digging drains and putting the camp in shipshape 


order. We still had time to prepare 34 snecimens. 


I dismissed hunter Di An Paro and engaged the 
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terror Be Bing ah in his place. Started Jack,Anti Mai 
and Areke at bird skinning. Engaged Hankepaw John as 
hunter. 

Ba Ba Mai was dispatched to Arola to start 
vegetables to our new camp. 

Hunters agreed to collect birds at the rate 
of 2 desirable birds for one stick of tobacco and found 
themselves, 

March 22 (Saturday). Yanga Fu Fu. A note 
reached us from Hamlin; he is away to Ulava Island with 
the 'Prance.' Accompanying this note was some ammuni- 
tion, cocoa and sugar. The latter we need badly during 
this season of cold rains. 

Continued with birds all day. Our two native 
helpers rendering valuable assistance. 

Natives report a small, ground bird which we 
think to be a Gallicolumba. This one is a ‘taboo bird 
of theirs. They admit seeing it occasionally, but will 
not shoot a specimen nor do they want us in the bush 
hunting for it either. There must be other sacred indi- 
viduals as well though we can get no definite word from 
the natives regarding them. 

March 23 (Sunday). Wanga Fu Fu. Called a 
halt on hunting to put in our time labeling specimens 
and devising means of drying material. lyerdam cut the 
side out of a benzine tin after which we filled that 


with small birds and hung it above the fire in the cook 
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azece: Phere it will keep warm and ward off more mold 
I hope. This is not a satisfactory method by any means, 
because of the smoke which stains the wrap cotton around 
each specimen but the best we can think of at the time. 
I wanted badly to lay out the larger srecimens as well 
but was afraid of smoke stain. I don't know what we 
will do if the sun doesn't shine soon. 
Be bing ah, trouble maker, demanded higher 
wages for specimens, sowe took his gun away from him. 
This individual is our stumbling block in an otherwise 
peaceful surrounding. We will have to watch him, and 
get rid of him as quickly as possible, for Be bing ah 
is trouble bent and may lead us into serious difficulties. 
March 24 (Monday). Wanga fu fu. The 9th day 
of rain. Hunters out and procured some very good ma-~ 
terial,though nothing new. Finished labeling and pre- 
pared specimens. 
Be bing ah returned again from somewhere and 
tried to drive off the native vegetable carriers who 
had been sent by police boy Charley Ba Ba Mai at Arola. 
This led us to a dispute in which I threatened to give 
the culprit a threshing. He sneered and insisted that 
I had a pistol which was an unfair advantage. I pro- 
duced the same from the tent and perforated a small tinned 
S-cent milk can set up at 25 yards,--an act of braggadocio 
and sheer luck on my part, for I hit the can 6 times in 


Succession. This performance had its desired effect, 
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pleasing to my hunters and satisfactory to Be bing ah 
who left camp again almost immediately. 

I think a short history of this surly gentle- 
man is in order. 

There are to be found in every Malaita tribe 
one or more treacherous individuals known as professional 
killers. Their purpose in life being to revenge a wrong 
for some one else for a stipulated financial considera- 
tion. The position of a killer among the clan is one of 
respect and fear. No one knows when or upon whom he will 
strike. The killer in turn lives a life of suspicion and 
dread because there are others who seek his life. 

Several years ago, this tribe, the Ari Ari 
people, killed Patrol officer Bell and Cadet Lilly's. The 
Government stepped in following the murder and punished 
these’ people severely. 

The famous Bessiana, a professional killer, 
had led these people at the time of the killings. Bes- 
Siana had for years accepted payment in advance from 
relatives of boys who had died on plantations and else- 
where. He in turn guaranteed the relatives of these de- 
ceased that he, Bessiana, would kill one or more white 
men to balance the score. It was a head for head sort 
of business. 

Bessiana lived well on the accruing promissory 
funds, but reached a time when his tribesmen forced him 


to act. His untimely slaughter of Bell and Lilly's along 
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with 18 police resulted in the death of Bessiana and a 
good two-thirds of his strong tribe. 

Since the death of Bessiana, Be bing ah has 
striven to take his place, according to the reports of 
our bird skimers who dread and fear the latter. Be bing 
as has the height, strength and eunning of a promising 
duplicate, though I am afraid he lacks the intestinal for- 
titude necessary in his calling. 

March 25 (Tuesday). Wanga fu fu. Another day 
of continuous rain. The hunters out and ourselves en- 
gaged with specimens. 

Be bing ah showed up again, having returned fram 
the old medicine man, John, I was told. I was prepared 
for the former. I presented him with a letter to Hamlin 
at Ulamburi across the island, and told him to wait on 
the beach with the letter and deliver it in person. [In- 
cluded with the letter was five shillings expense money 
with which to purchase food during this interval. 

I even made Be bing ah a pretty speech in which 
I elaborated his virtues and my absolute faith in his in- 
tezgrity. I stressed the point that the hunters had done 
so well that we must have more eR ees at once to hold 
all of our specimens (which was the truth). 

Upon the completion of my utterances, Be bing ah 
swelled with pride, stalked off across the island never to 
interfere with us again. 

March 26 (Wednesday). Wanga fu fu. A whole day 


of sunshine. Had my boys build bamboo racks and put all 
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of our material in the sun. Some of it dried suffi- 
ciently to be packed away for transportation.to the 
ship. 

We are badly handicapped by lack of tin 
damp-proof containers. I tried to find some in Tu- 
lagi when last there, but discovered none in the 
stores. 

Hunters out all day. Returned with a 
wealth of material. 

Natives Fah fu li ah and Fe fi imu ah have 
tried for two days to steal a spool of thread without 
success. At last we gave them a few yards of thread 
each and diverted their minds to less lucrative pur- 
suits such as cutting firewood. 

March 27 (Thursday). Wanga fu fu. Rain again 
to-day. We remained in e¢anp and continued with specimens. 
Ye always have some on hand, no matter how long or how 
hard we work. I must say that these natives have kept up 
their end of the bargain. They supply us with more birds 
and more vegetables than we can use. 

Charley su su mai, our best hunter, informs us 
that we are living on his land. I have often wondered 
about his excellent behaviorism and upon learning that he 
was our landlord remunerated him at the rate of one stick 
of tobacco per diem (5 cents) rental. 

March 28 (Friday). Wanga fu fu. Continued as 


previously. We receive a wealth of material but no new 
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species. I wish we could devise some way of getting 
into the bush, but the natives will nat have us there. 
They insist that this is not a part of the contract, 
which is true. We think it best not to break faith 
with them. Undoubtedly there are ceremonial grounds 
and burial places and skull houses that they do not 


want us to see. 





March 29 (Saturday). Wanga fu fu. Heard a 
number of Garamaut's (drums) beating this morning. Our 
natives inform us that Charley Ba Ba Mai is calling in 
carriers. We can expect a visit from him shortly. 

Some sunshine to-day which gave us a view of 
our surroundings. In every direction, there are peaks 
of extinct volcanoes. What a wonderful place it must 
have been ages ago. : 

Natives out again, but a marked falling off 
of material. I presume they know, what we do not, that 
we are to move camp. 

March 30 (Sunday). To Arola. Charley Ba Ba 
Mai, police boy, showed up this morning with 17 carriers. 
He explained that he intended to take us to Arola where 
we would be near native gardens, since those natives he 
had engaged to carry foodstuffs over to our camp refused 
to do so any longer. He stated further that one of his 
children was ill and that he wished to be close at hand 
if anything happened. He also wanted to assist in the 
hunting. 


I suspect there were other motives besides those 






uotite, to wr saan eslved Bigoo er w dele 3 20 ke 
-eted? es eved gon I[liw dovidem ont dod ,dend edd otat 
»toettces ed’ to dteq s tom el eldd tet? telent youT 
itist ssetd ot den teed 22 dntdd of  .eut? ef totte 
shuory fatnomeres ete oted? yfheddvebal .medd détw 
ton~ob yedt ted? sespod [Iude fos soosi{q Ie lad bas 
-ce8 03 By tusw 
a fteolW wit wt egoeN .(yebustee) CS Moreh 
<0. .animtom eld? anitesd (emit) e'iusmeted to tedemno 
at sabifse ef teM of 2f yelted? tedt ev mrota? seviden 
-Vfdxede mtd mort tieiv s toeqxe uso eW -erelais0 
to welv 8 av eveg doidw yeb-ed extdenge emoe 
eieeq ers etodd ,meheerih yreve cl .exaibasomise 10 
taum ti eesfq Inttebacw s tsdW .seoasefov goutize to 
| : +028 eoge need evsd 
__ tte goll{st Sextec © ivud ,niess two seyitel 
ted? ,tom ob ew dade ,vond yout emeetg I Api tetex to 
- «Gmeo SVam oF O18 OW 
ad af yoltede " eek of .(yehmg) OF soteM ! ' 
,etelttes Vf ative aotazom eld? aw Bewode ,yod solfog , ish 
“erade sfoxA cf ew eed of Bebaetat of tac? beatslqre oF 
et oevide® oeod? Sumte ,amebtsy eviten seen ed Diuow ow 
beestot qmse ico of tevo ettwteboot yx19e9 of Segegne Ded 
eid to exo ted? tordtmt betege ef srogeol ‘Ye o8 o oc 
baa’ te cece od ot Sotetw od tad fom IL! hendal net hiide 
edd ol teltees o2 betnen cele om benoqued gelddyne tl 
anions 


eeod? eebteed esviion tedte e1tem eteds soequse I j 
— ee 


ii 
7 


139 


mentioned, but could never discover them, 

We had no course open but to follow the police 
boy's advice, who after all knew what he was doing. We 
loaded everything on the backs of 17 carriers and pro- 
ceeded to Arola which we reached about 5 P.M. 

Our journey during the day took us over 3 dis- 
tinct mountain ranges of 3000 feet each and through two 
large rivers, the Quare Lafa and Quare Mareta. 

The country over which we passe’ was rugged 
indeed. In one place we were forced to scale some 700 
feet up an almost perpendicular cliff. landslides were 
met with frequently. There were no indications of human 
habitations. 

After our journey I had nothing but admiration 
for those native women who have been supplying us with 
food from Arola. 

At Arola we found a Government rest house built 
by Mr.Koenig, a Patrol officer in 1928. This building 
Was situated on a chered knob and was some 60 feet in 
length by 20 feet in width. By far the finest dwelling 
we have encountered in our travels. This new home will 
give us ample space in which to store our effects and 
work our material. 

March 31 (Monday). Arola. Here we are camped 
at an elevation of 3000 and about 10 hours walking dis- 
tance from the east coast. 


The whole area about us is in the form of a 
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huge plateau with ancient volcanic peaks protruding here 
and there. Rivers ani streams have cut deep valleys ir- 
regularly through the terrain. 

Near at hand in the scattered village of Arola 
with some 50 or 60 inhabitants, the remnant of a once popu- 
lous group of people. 

Those natives who escaped the wrath of the Govern- 
ment's expedition have banded together here, under the | 
leadership of Charley Ba Ba Mai. 

Hunters out all day and returned with good ma- 
terial practically the same as on Mount Torambusu, which 
we can see in the distance, except for the mountain 
Gymnophaps. 

April 1 (Tuesday). Arola. Ba Ba Mai has joined 
our staff of hunters. He very kindly offered to supply all 
foodstuffs gratis and give us the house rent free. Why I 
don't know; I have never experienced an act of gratitude of 
this kind either previously or since. 

Our faithful Antai turned over his duties as cook 
to Ole Fene Lak Mo and will devote all of his attention to 
bird preparation. With Eyerdam and the two natives skinning 
I can just keep even with them making up the birds. We have 
found that we can go faster than when all are skinning and 
making up material. 

Ba Ba Mai turned in our first example of Ceyx 
lepidus to-day. This is indeed a find. This same man 


promises to bring us examples of Spiloglaux as well. 
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April 2 (Wednesday). Arola. mployed as pre- 
viously. I took some time to label up specimens and make 
a check-list of the amount of material received. 

Three carriers bring much needed supplies and a 
note from Hamlin. He has had a very unfortunate trip to 
Ulava, was foreed to pass up the "Three Sisters Group" and 
has gone on with the ship to Gower Island to the north of 
Malaita to spend a few days. He will return on or about 
April 7. 

April 3 (Thursday). Arola. Employed as pre- 
viously. I have also been able to label specimens as we 
zo along. 

Broke our kerosene lamp, but borrowed one from 
Queensland Joe. Ve are living in up-to-date surroundings 
after all. 

April 4 (Friday). Arola. Hunters brought in 30 
birds, including two examples of the mountain Gymnophaps. 

April 5 (Saturday). Arola. Had a number of se- 
vere earthquakes during the night. These brought on a land- 
slide not too far distant from camp, which frightened the 
natives terribly. Some of them came running to us for moral 
support, I suppose, and kept us awake until daylight with 
their jabbering. Hmployed all day with specimens and labels. 

April 6 (Sunday). Arola. Stopped the hunting to 
label specimens. I am in a hurry to fintsh this task in or- 
der that Eyerdam can take the two tin cases full of birds to 


the ship when Hamlin returns and bring the containers back 


for more. I do not wish to chance the skins in anything but 
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fairly water-tight boxes. 

Likewise I hate to sacrifice Eyerdam from the 
preparation, but will not trust the skins to natives alone 
who are entirely too careless. 

It is a relatively minor task to collect and pre- 
pare specimens. The work and care comes in later, in get- 
ting material from the field of activities to the Museum and 
into careful hands. 

Charley Ba Ba Mai turned in a pair of black owls 
(Spiloglaux). This is truly the catch of the season. We 
have heard this species calling at night a number of times, 
but could never induce the natives to collect it. I shouldn't 
be surprised but what it is mixed up in their culture in some 
way. 

April 7 (Monday). Arola. Hard rains and fog all 
day. Didn't send the hunters out, but continued with labels 
and packing for Eyerdam's trip. 

He got away about 2 P.'’. in the rain after we had 
wrapped the cases of birds carefully.with 014 canvas and 
later leaves. 

April 8 (Tuesday). Arola. Boys brought me 19 
birds which engaged all of my time. I ran out of labels, 
was forced to use slips of paper until supplies arrive. 

It is the devil's own job trying to keep on and 
On with only a limited amount of material and a class of 
carriers who balk at a load of over 25 pounds. How for- 
tunate the African expeditions must be with boys who can 


handle 50 pounds with ease. 
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April 9 (Wednesday). Arola. The day em- 
ployed as previously. Hunters turned in only a limited 
number of specimens. I am using Mayr's method of dealing 
with the natives in their own bird language. More re- 
cently, I have cut down materially on the number of spe- 
cies required, which means that we have nearly completed 
our series of each species. Consequently, this diminishes 
each day's return in proportion. I do not pay for ma- 
terial that is not wanted. 

The natives are pretty good-natured about all 
of this. As I look back at it, I'm convinced that they 
could have been much worse than they were. 

April 10 (Thursday). Arola. This day employed 
as previously. I ran out of cotton which was an incon- 
venience. 

April 11 (Friday). Arola. Hunters out; myself 
employed as previously. Hamlin and Eyerdam with 11 car- 
riers showed up some time after noon. They brought much 
needed arsenic, cotton and ammunition, but no food. That, 
of course, was not necessary as we have tons of it here. 

Hamlin announced a successful trip to Gower Is- 
land, where he collected a number of rails. 

He was somewhat perturbed over our leaving 
Torambusu, but under the circumstances related previously, 
we had no alternatives, but to shift camp. 

After Hamlin had seen a list of the material 


taken, some 500 specimens, including many desirable spe- 
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cies well represented I believe he felt better over our 
work. | 

There ig no doubt but what we did miss some 
species that the natives would not collect and which 
are mixed up in their culture but which ones those are 
we were never able to ascertain. 

April 12 (Saturday). Arola. Hunters out, rest 
of us at specimens and myself labeling another lot of ma- 
terial. One young man brought in an example of Strix alba, 
the barn owl which he had collected with a bow and arrow. 
This species must be a migrant here. Very few natives 
recognized it. Rain again to-day. Two good hunters took 
off for a sing-sing to return Monday and bring specimens 
with them. . 

April 13 (Sunday). Arola. One hunter turmed 
in a Spiloglaux which he had ruined in shooting. We pre- 
served the remnants in alcohol. All of us engaged as pre- 
viously. 

April 14 (Monday). Arola. Hunters returned from 
their dance with a poor showing. We have about finished 
our work here. The shooters have reached the place where 
hunting is a burden to them. Their interest has dwindled. 
Hamlin feels that we must be getting back to the ship as 
there is not much food left on board. 

I should have liked to establish a camp in 
another locality and remained on some time, but one can 


not continue indefinitely when there is a costly ship 
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eating up expenses and lying idle at anchor. 

April 15 (Tuesday). Arola. This is to be 
the last day. Hunters out and returmd with a very 
desirable hawk as well as other material. 

Ourselves engaged labeling specimens and 
packing for the trip down. 

The Hotel Arola Reed orchestra entertained 
us with a number of selections to-night. The whole 
Spirit of the place has changed since it has become 
known that we are leaving. Apparently we have been 
unwelcome guests all of these days. 

Called in all of the guns and paid off the 
hunters at rates fixed previously. 

A concise record of native collecting on 


Malaita Island follows: 


NATIVE BIRDS COLLECTED SHOTS EXPENDED 
Whiskey 68 92 

Hagora av 41 

Brown Ved bee Su'u 
Teake 64 98 

Charley Bi Aa District 
John 1 5 
Olefenelamo 90 144 

Antai 3 3 

Fafuliah 65 112 

Tuewanna 2 3 Ari Ari 
Deantaro a2 75 

Ba ba mai 96 125 District 
Be bing ah 24 50 

Limpekuva 2 3 

Sumburi gene 85 127 

Oetavo > 8 

Ofusiah LS ae 

Su su mai 7 10 

Hankepaw John 7 26 

Okamare 61 101 


Total 782 birds 1195 shots 
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This is not a complete record of natives em- 
ployed. It is, however, a general average. 

In all 1039 specimens, representing 63 species 
of birds, were obtained from the whole of the island. 

Over 600 of those taken were from the mountain 
area, at an average of 3000 feet elevation. 

At the beginning, I p&fd the native hunters one 
stick of trade tobacco (5 cents) for every three birds 
delivered. Later on, when the quota of more common spe- 
cies had been filled, I raised the scale to 2 birds for 


one stick. More desirable species were reckoned as fol- 


lows: 
Hawks: 2 sticks Mieropsitta: 2 stick 
Flying fox: 1 stick Philloscopus: 1 stick 
Owls: 5 shillings Rehipidura (new sp): 1 stiek 
O*possum: 1 shilling Ceyx Lepida: 2 sticks 
Rail: 1 shilling Turecenas: 1 stick 
Thrush: one calico any new bird: 1 shilling 


The payment of one stick of tobacco per diem 
rent on house and the same for tax for shooting over a 
chief's land was paid except at Arola where foods, house, 
and hunting were tax free. Carriers were remunerated at 
the rate of one shillinz each per diem. This is a fixed 
Government rate and was strictly adhered to. 

During most of our campaign in the bush, we 
lived almost entirely upon native foods. Locals suprlied 
us most generously and well throughout all of our stay. 

I paid,roughly, the following prices for native foods when 


delivered: 


2 rings bananas, 1 stick tobacco or: 
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stock (6 rings bananas) 1 shilling 
pound sweet potatoes, 1 stick weighed 
large taro, 1 stick 

large Pau Pau, 1 stick 

basket lemons, 1 stick 

large yams, 1 stick 

large pineapple, 1 stick 

ears sweet corn, 1 stick 

hen's eggs, 1 stick 

lbs. gallip nuts hulled, 1 stick 
bundle greens for soup, 1 stick 


HH 
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These prices are fairly uniform throughout 
all of the Solomon [slands, if the prospective purchaser 
is patient enough to haggle with the vendor. 

Although we had heard any number of stories re- 
garding the maliciousness of these Malaita men, we found 
them quiet, peaceful and quite willing to coorerate with 
us throughout all of our stay. 

April 16 (Wednesday). To the sea coast. Some 
@ifficoulty was experienced finding enough bearers to handle 
our duffle. ‘Ye compromised by putting everything into the 
hands of Charley Ba Ba Mai and instructed him to see that 
all of our effects reached the coast. In this particular 
case the suggestion worked, but such tactics are not 
recommended. Natives will run off and leave carge behind 
unless they are watched carefully. 

Away at 9:30 and reached Sandy's village about 
4 in the afternoon. We experienced hard rains all of the 
way. Hamlin, who has not been well, came down with a dose 
of gastric malaria. We got him into bed early with plenty 
of hot tea for gruel. 

I have been dubbed "Master Joe." Where the name 


came from I will never know. 
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April 17 (Thursday). To Ulimburi. Away at 
daylight. Hamlin though far ‘rom well and weak from 
fever concluded to push on. One cannot help but ad- 
mire his determination. Reached the coast at noon and 
had all effects aboard shortly after two P.M. The road 
from Arola is fairly level and regular until one is 
within a few miles of beach when it stops abruptly. And 
one must descend a cliff to the coast. After all, that 
part of the interior where we were, is a large table-land. 
The soil and formation near the Ulimburi side is mostly 
coralline. This is much different from the basaltic for- 
mations on the opposite coast to the westward. 

All carriers were paid off and departed after 
a visit to the ship. 

We awarded Charley Ba Ba Mai and Sumburizgene a 
free trip to Tulagi for their good work in bird collecting. 
The former earned his holiday, if anyone ever did. 

Engaged all afternoon unpacking material from 
the bush. That came through without damage. 

Hyerdam and I found the ship painted white when 
we reached her and quite a contrast to her former color. 
Captain Burrell was down with gastric malaria again. The 
old man is suffering continually from this malady, prinei- 
pally because he will not look after himself. 

Sent a note to my old friend Be bing ah to come 
down and see our nice ship bat that gentleman was too 


smart for me. He remained at home. 


April 18 (Friday). Enroute Tulagi. Sailed a 
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little after 10, Hamlim= having had a little difficulty 
starting the engine. The Captain tried to sail the '?rance' 
out of the harbor, but was hardly capable of such an under 
taking. 

Hamlin with the engine. l%yverdam and I in the 
hold engaged with specimens. Both of us feel the intense 
heat at sea level after our weeks in the bush. 

April 19 (Saturday). To Tulagi. Ye passed 
around the north end of Malaita during the night and set 
our course for Beuna Vista Island which we reached at 4 P.M. 
Arrived there in a rain-squall. Captain anchored off the 
tiny island of Olevuga at 4:40 P.M. insisting that his 
general health would not permit his remaining on deck 
another night. In all fairness to the old man, he is sick. 
S50 is Hamlin, but the latter doesn't complain about it. 

Eyerdam ashore for shells and pigeons. The lat- 
ter for ship's provender. 

April 20 (Sunday). To Tulagi. Underway at 7 A.M. 
and reached Tulagi shortly after 1 P.M. The Captain an- 
chored the ship in the harbor proper and close to Butcher 
Johnson's establishment much against our wishes. All of 
us ashore for the evening meal. 

April 21 (Monday). Tulagi. Hamlin awakened me 
at 6 A.M. The ship had dragged in a S/E squall and had 
touched the coral reef? astern. Hamlin started the engine 


and we took the vessel down the harbor 2 miles to Ellis 


Cove where we anchored her in a safe location. Tulagi Har- 


bor is a poor holding ground at best. 
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Burrell was furious at us. He will not be ob- 
liged to walk two miles for his mug of beer and his evening 
game of cribbage. 

Bank Holiday ashore. We remained on board engaged 
in checking specimens. 

April 22 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Shipped our two 
Malaita guests back to Su'u with Mr. Aldington. 

To Burns Philp where we received a number of sup- 
plies ordered previously from W. S. Tait and Co., Sydney; 
most of these are ship's stores. 

Hamlin and I engaged checking specimens. Violent 
rain-squall at intervals prevented much work aboard Ship. 

No mail has arrived from the Museum. We are in 
a quandry. 

April 23 (Wednesday). Tulagi. To Burns Philp 
with Hamlin. The manager is determined that we shall set- 
tle our account at once, though he igs perfectly willing to 
extend us more credit. I am beginning to suspect that he 
wishes to seize the ship, an old trick of this firm/s. 

Purchased enough commestibles to tide us over for 
the present and returned to the vessel to continue with 
specimens, 

Set the crew to work cleaning guns and straightening 
up the hold. 

A beautiful day but the captain could not find 
Courage to return to the vessel. Burrell is a "terrible 
piece of work," to use the Australian vernacular, but just 
as good or better than the average ship master in this rart 


of the world. 
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Developed pictures;obtained poor results. I 
simply do not know how to take photographs nor develope 
them. 

April 24 (Thursday). Tulazi. Captain Bur- 
rell returned this morning and was severely reprimanded. 
He refuses to eat with us any longer. Hamlin feels that 
we should give him his 3 months' notice, but I am afraid 
he will leave us stranded without another man available. 
Such an instance would incur an enormous waste of time 
and expense by a replacement from Sydney, 

Hamlin has received a reply to his radio to 
Bank of New South ales, Sydney. There remains a small 
balance in his favor there. 

Cabled the Museum as follows "When can we re- 
ly upon remittance now ready to leave. W.F.C.H.H. 

Myself at birds and bird parasites. Eyerdan 
at his notes. 

Hamlin to work on the engine to overhaul the 

eaVING- SAMARAT 
same before,yand the Slip our next objective. 

April 25 (Priday). Tulagi. Billi or Bele, 

Guadaleanal native, paid off and left the Ship. Crew 


engaged hauling fresh water in the big boat. Anzac day, 


Le 


everything closed ashore. Myself at birds. Eyerdam notes 


and Hamlin engine. 

April 26 (Saturday). Tulagi. The following 
cable from the Museum received, "$10,000 sent to Bank 
New South Wales between 1st January and 9th day of April. 


Next payment $4000 to be deposited July 1st. Murphy-. 
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This money has been forwarded by mail apparently 
and will reach Sydney about the middle of May. 

Celebrations ashore, hence we remained aboard 
ship employed with specimens. Hamlin took off for Gavutu 
to avail himself of the services of the workshop there. 

| Captain down with gastric malaria. 

April 27 (Sunday). Tulagi. Hamlin and I en- 
gaged on board. Eyerdam shell hunting. ‘The boat's crew 
took fyerdam to Nigela Island and left him to return with 
a local canoe. Eyerden aid not return so sent a boat for 
him at 8 P.M. Locals had left Eyerdam stranded in a man- 
grove swamp. 

April 28 (Monday). Tulagi. Hamlin and I to see 
Mr, Scott, Manager of Burns Philp and Co. We showed him 
the recent cable from the Museum and asked him to please 
accept a post-dated check for the balance of our debit. 
Scott would not accept this arrangement, but agreed to 
consult the Sydney headoffice. 

Very little work accomplished aboard ship. Eyer- 
dam packing shells. Hanlin engaged with the engine. 

April 29 (Tuesday). Tulagi. The S/S Marsina 
arrived in port but no mail from the Museum. Sent Dr. 
Murphy the following cable: "Malaita Island as complete 
as possible 1050 forms will proceed first to Samarai.” 

The Manager, Mr. Scott, has informed us that 
Burns Philp and Co., Sydney, will transfer our accounts to 


Samarai where we can meet them. This is a decided advan- 
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tage for us as there is a branch of the Bank of New South 
Wales in Samarai where we can do business direct. 

Crew engaged variously. Hamlin at engine. Eyer 
dam shells, myself birds. 

April 30 (Wednesday). Tulagi. The S/S Marsina 
departed for Sydney. I dispatched a letter to Dr. Murphy 
outlining activities of the past campaign as well as a sum- 
mary of our present financial condition. 

Burrell and I took the ship's chronometer to the 
"Marsina' to have it checked and learned that that instru- 
ment is losing time at the rate of 28 seconds per day. The - 
old instrument must be replaced before we make an extended 
voyage at sea. 

May 1 (Thursday). Tulagi. To Makambo. To go 
Over all accounts with Mr. Scott, the manager of Burns 
Philp. I left with an exact record of all of the expedi- 
tion's dealings. 

Obtained a Swedish matchcase and returned to the 
vessel to pack the Malaita material. 

Hanlin at work on the engine. Eyerdam hunting. 
Crew engaged repairing sails and sundry tasks. 

May 2 (Friday). Tulagi. Myself engaged packing 
specimens. Hamlin employed with the engine. Crew employed 
mending sails. John Ellis, Sailmaker, aboard with the new 
stay-sail, for which he charged seven pounds and 10 shil- 
lings. This was bent immediately and discovered a very 


mediocre piece of workmanship for the price. [I firmly be- 


war . - = wee oo 







itnee well to Bast ed Yo donstd a af ered? as 22 eu 
.t0eutd seonileud ob mao ew exsdw daa ce 
feyi .sacigos ts otfmek .yferolixevy beyegce wet) 
-shtid tloeym -aliede meh 
entereM 8\e odT . tealeT~ .(yeheenhew) OF Lhaqs is 
XiqieM .xC of tettei & bedeseqelh I .yonbyS x0t hedraqeb 
we 2 se ifow ee agtsqmso tes odd to eeldivites gataliiso 
. -a01t1Sa06: fe fecentt imeeetq io To yram 
“3 o? tevemonetde e'aqiie adi_soot 1 bas {femal 
aatent ted? tect beaxsel fee beieedo tt eved of *ectese’ 
@ .Ysb seq ehucess OS Yo ofst ad? ta omit gateol al trem 
ebuetxe ig sien ow eroted hevefgor od taum taemursent blo | 
‘= s IP . ; . #808 7B SZAayOV 
(og of .odmsem of .teefo? .(yedemudt) £ yew 
_ sited Yo reggnem edd ,3fo0€ .xM atin ef ngoose {fs revo 
-lbegxe odd it to bicoet gosxo ca Mlw stel Il «gitdt 
| -epaifseS e'nols 
a3 of Beawdet bos essodotem deibert s henterdd - : 
| -[aixetam et leis’ edt Aoeq 02% feeacv 
spotiasd mbieye .ectgne od? co Aton te allio 
-etast yxhooe foe alies yo tileqet begegne werd 
iidoeq fegesne tfoeyM .ineleT .(yehbist) & ye ' 
wolom wend .enigce odd déle —— cif{esh .enenfloegys 
en ens dd iw haeoda ,teNamLiss ,stifs odow .el isa. ga them 
-[tde Of dom Bhawod aevee begrado off, fnigr. 0 t flee-yete 
wiev 2 berevooglh hae yfetatieamh tuned oan eidd -ogalt 
sé vient? 1 .eolt ont tot qidenemeton to coelg exootiem 





a 154 


lieve Burrell and the sailmaker engineered some gort of 
backhanded business whereby the Captain received a com- 
mission on this job. I shall never trust the old man 
with any financial dealings again. 

Hyerdam ashore hunting and became hopelessly 
lost another time. He did return with an example of 
Centropus ?, a bird frequently heard booming, but never 
obtained. This species has been eagerly sought on N'gela 
Island since the beginning of Beek's visits to Tulagi in 
1928. 

May 3 (Saturday). Tulagi. Ashore and paid 
a humber of bills in the city. Returned to the Ship and 
packed birds. Hamlin with the engine. Crew employed 
painting ship. Uyerdam along the reefs collecting shells. 

May 4 (Sunday). Tulagi. Captain confined to his 
bunk with gastric malaria. We are highly amused listening 
to an old reprobate like him calling for spiritual assis- 
tance. Burrell's untimely illness will delay our sailing 
time. Ye have decided to wait for him and the mail Wednes- 
day. 

May 5 (Monday). Tulagi. Captain very sick. We 
recommended a doctor, but the stubborn old rascal insists 
that he knows his ailment better than professional men, 
Myself engaged packing a case of Santa Cruz curios for the 
Museum. This is some of Beek's old material and should be 
out of our way. Hemlin with the engine. KEyerdam with 
shells; crew employed painting ship's decks. 


May 6 (Tuesday), Tulagi. To Burns Philp with 
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3 cases of birds and curios consigned to the Museum via 
S/S Carisso, an American copra boat. Captain still in 
his bunk with fever. 

Zyerdam collecting shells. Hamlin with the 
engine. 

To interview the Government again regarding na- 
tive boat's crew for our proposed trip to Samarat. The 
Government does not aprear to be very favorably inclined 
toward our proposition. 

May 7 (Wednesday). Tulagi. Took the vessel to 
Carpenter's wharf to fill up with fresh water while Han lin 
was testing out the engine. 

Mr. Kidson, Government Secretary, was very dis- 
agreeable about our requisition to engage a native crew 
for services outside the group. This proposition is 
hanging fire and shows Signs of delaying us indefinitely. 

May 8 (Thursday), Tulagi. Hamlin engaged with 
the engine; he is not satisfied with the performance of 
yesterday. 

Had the misfortune to tear my right hand badly 
while working in the hold. It seems that no sooner is one 
member off the sick list than another is on. Even Byerdam 
is suffering from some 50 island sores on his legs, brought 
On by carelessness and lack of attention. 

To W. R. Carpenter and Co. to purehase a number 
of supplies for the vessel. It is disheartening the anount 


of commestibles four whites and six natives can consume in 


a week's time. 
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Sent a cable to the Bank of New South Wales, 
Sydney,asking the pank to transfer the balance of Hamlin's 
account to my name. 

John Boyd Riddall, late accountant of Lever 
Brothers Plantation, joined the staff of 'France.’ I must 
have someone to help me when Hamlin and Hyerdam leave. 
Riddal is purely a novice, but as acceptable as the average 
in this part of the world. I hops that he will be competent 
enough to learn the ins and outs of the Deisel engine before 
Hamlin leaves the expedition. 

Riddall and I agreed that the former would work 
gratis the first month, would receive a salary of five 
pounds the second month and ten pounds the third, with an 
advance when he had mastered the engine and showed pro- 
ficiency in bird skinning. 

The 'Montoro' brought us no mail but landed 
among the passengers, Dr. Sylvester, M. Lambert of Suva 
Piji, who is carrying on a yaws and hookworm campaign 
throughout the South Sea groups. He is serving the Rocke- 
feller Foundation in cooperation with the British Crown 
Colonial office at Suva. 

Dr. Lambert is anxious to visit Rennell Island as 
quickly as possible. Purely by chance, Hanlin met him and 
Suggested that the schooner 'France' would be the most logi- 
cal means of transportation to that island. Dr. Lambert 
liked the idea and agreed to put the plan before the Resi- 
dent camissioner the following morning. 


May 9 (Priday). Tulagi. Day of rainy weather. 
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Hamlin at the engine. lHyerdam shells; myself incapacitated 
with hand. 

Ashore to W. R. Carpenter and Co. to give them a 
check issued in my name for our stores purchased. 

Captain sufficiently well to spend his time ashore. 

May 10 (Saturday). Tulagi. The Resident commnis- 
sioner has granted Dr. Lambert permission to visit Rennill 
and Bellona, an uncontrolled réstricted group of islands. 

This is indeed a piece of good fortune on our 
part and offsets a great deal the loss of time we have en- 
countered in this port over finances and native crew. 

Hamlin and I had planned to visit Renni{11 again 
enroute Samarai and run the risk of being fined by the 
Government for visiting a portion of the group while we were 
under a foreign clearance. 

Had we gone ahead as we planned, the Government 
vessel with Dr. Lambert aboard would undoubtedly have dis- 
covered us at work there. The timely arrival of Dr. Lambert 
offset this exigency and gave us a clean bill of sailing. 
Hamlin must be given full credit for a splendid piece of 
engineering. It is doubtful whether the British Government 
would have issued us a permit had we asked for one. 

Monday midnight was the hour set for Sai ling... I 
did not bother to inform the Captain of our intentions, 
knowing full well that we had a competent enough staff to 
Operate without his assistance. 


Hemlin and Riddall spent the day with the engine. 


May 11 (Sunday). Tulagt. Worked on accounts all 
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day to find that we have dispensed with our April remit- 
tance before that arrives in Sydney in May. This leaves 
us just where we were before without funds and relying 
upon credit for supplies until the July remittance. 

I therefore prepared the following cable to the 
Museum: "Please telegraph immediately Bank New South Wales, 
Sydney 500 pounds sterling debit the account to July remit- 
tance. Letter follows. Coultas. 

Por my part, I see only course open for the present 
that is continue the Rennill campaign, then proceed to 
Samarai, put the vessel on the slip and give her a good 
overhaul. Following this, lay the vessel up and dismiss the 
captain for C pacwioeuie! Such time as I have accumulated 
sufficeint funds to carry on properly. 

There is the pending exchange 6f thé 'Prance' for 
the 'Royal Endeavour' which would give us a faster vessel, 
but would leave us no better off financially than formerly. 

I plan one of two objectives for the next months. 
Hither lease or charter the vessel to some individual or 
corporation around Samarai or else take the vessel to Noumea, 
lay her up, and continue as a land unit until such time as we 
are ready to undertake the Carolines. 

I feel that it would be madness to go to the Caro- 
lines in our present condition. 

May 12 (Monday). Tulagi. A busy day. Dr. Lambert 
has purchased and contributed more than a generous quantity 
of supplies for his share of the trip to Rennell and Bellona. 


These came on board and were stored. 
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A gable to Hamlin from the Bank in Sydney an- 
nouncing that they must have written instructions from Ham- 
line, including specimens of my signature before they can 
transfer his account to my name. 

Crew engaged cutting firewood in the morning. In 
the afternoon have up anchor and proceeded around the harbor 
to try out the engine. It responded well so proceeded along- | 
side Burns Phily wharf at Makambo to fill up with fresh water. 

At 11 P.M., hove up and proceeded for Berandi, 
Guadalcanal, to pick up Gordon White, medical assistant, and 
boys who will accompany us and assist Dr. Lambert. 

Ye tried to obtain the services of a Chinese cook 
before leaving Tulagi, but were not successful. Beyond 
doubt, the former celestial who was engaged aboard spread 
detrimental rumors among his kind. 

May 13 (Tuesday). Berandi. Reached Berandi an- 
chorage at daylight after a favorable passage. Dr. Lambert 
ashore to locate Gordon White. They returned to the vessel 
about 10 A.M. with gear which was promptly stowed aboard. 

The whole party to lunch with Mr. Robinson, plan- 
tation manager, at his station house. 

Got under way with the ship at 1 °.M. headed south 
down the coast. The shiv labored badly punching into a 
steady east swell. 

Toward evening Hamlin and Burrell entertained us 
with a desperate battle of words. The Captain wanted to 
put into Aola and rest for the night as usual. This sense- 


less suggestion was pooh-poohed at length. 
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Burrell is one of these cross-zrained cantankerous 
old devils who would rather die than be agreeable. I am 
afraid we take him too seriously. 

May 14 (Wednesday). At Sea. Passed down the 
coast of Guadalcanal during the night and through Marau 
Sound at 10 A.M., thence altered course to S/W to strike 
center of Rennell Island approximately 120 miles' distance. 

Leach of the foresail carried away at 8 A.M. Took 
the Captain well over 3 hours to unbend the 014 one and set 
the new. 

During the course of this operation Hanlin and I 
Shook out the reef in the mainsail that Burrell has been 
carrying for months. We learned, as we suspected, that the 
unused portion of the mainsail had mildewed badly, through 
this act of gross carelessness. Burrell has always insi sted 
that there were not hands enough aboard to operate the ship 
under full sail. Heaven help me, full rig sailing ships in 
the Australian grain trade sometimes only carry 19 hands 
aboard, and here we are seven whites and ten natives (17 in 
all) and not enough to handly a tiny 54-ton vessel. 

May 15 (Thursday). At Sea. Punehing a quartering 
Sea with engine running and all sails set. Picked up Rennell 
Island at 3:30 A.M. Captain altered course to vass down the 
long 50-mile windward side of the island. Why I don't know, 
unless it be spiteful Seamanship. 

The whole day spent tacking back and forth to the 


windward to reach the southeastern end of the island. 


May 16 (Friday). To Rennell. Approaching Rennell 
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from the eastward, one is impressed by the fortress-like 
perpendicular blue gray limestone cliffs which rise straight 
out of the sea. These gain an altitude of from 400 to 600 
feet, are clean cut, free of vegetation and of so recent an 
age that the action of the sea has not worn them anpreciably. 

There is no indentation on the eastern side of the 
island, no anchorage, no holding ground; nothing but a 
straight unbroken mass of limestone. 

Toward morning we rounded the southern extremity 
of the island and set our course for Kungava Bay in the 
center of the western or lee side of the island. 

About 8 A.M. while running down the coast, we 
passed a large flock of black petrels resting on the water. 
Hamlin wanted, quite rightly, to stop the engine and collect 
specimens, but I felt that with the present master aboard we 
had better get to an anchorage without risking the ship hove 
to so close to shore. A good seaman would have handled the 
Vessel anywhere, but Burrell was not trustworthy. 

Ve reached Kungava Bay, passed around numerous 
reefs and anchored about 11 A.M. This bay, the only real 
One on the island, indents several miles; except for the 
hazard of reefs, it affords an excellent anchorage during 
the southeast monsoon, 

Only a few natives came off to the ship to meet 
us. They announced that the others were back in the in- | 
terior attending a festival. Rumners were disnatched to 
bring the non-attendants to the beach post haste. 


The arrival of a vessel at Rennell was an event 
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of some consequence. Only a limited number of white parties 
had called there during the years succeeding Rennell's digs- 
covery in 1801 by Captain Butler in the 'Walpole.' 

Hamlin had spent eleven days on the island in 
August and September 1928, but felt that a return visit 
would yield additional species to his collections. 

Hamlin and Eyerdam ashore collecting. They re- 
turned shortly with a good number of spnecimens which engaged 
our time until 9 P.M. 

May 17 (Saturday). Rennell. Shifted the vessel 
inside a protruding reef and anchored in 10 fathoms of water 
near shore. This will simplify our transport problem. Dr. 
Lambert and Gordon White disembarked at once to set up tents 
ashore. They are to engage in a yaws and hookworm survey of 
the native. A native cansus is to be taken as well. 

By noon the vessel and the foreshore were swarming 
with natives who had heard of our arrival and had come to 
trade ethnological material for any kind of metal we had to 
offer. Voleanie or metamorphic rocks are almost unknown to 
these people who have had to rely upon the use of limestone 
for their stone implements. There are instances of volcanic. 
rocks being found embedded in floating refuge which has 
washed up on the shores of the island from time to time and 
they are prized most highly. 

This was the story given us by the inhabitants 
though Stanley, the Ze0logist, who visited the island in 
August 1927, reports finding pebbles embedded in the lime- . 


stone on the shores of Kungava Bay. 
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So rarely have foreigners visited these people 
that only a very few knives, steel fishhooks, and axes are 
among their possessions. 

We found these people strikingly Polynesian in 
character and a marked contrast to our dark Solomon Island 
crew. The former are tall, straight, well proportioned, 
light skinned, and decidedly coordinate in their movements. 
They appeared decked out in tappa cloth loin girdles made 
from mulberry bark and well smeared with a bright yellow 
tumeric paint. The odor of the latter being very pungent 
and not agreeable to the European nostrils. Eachi, male and 
female alike, was tatooed according to their rank. 

We all remarked upon the healthy, clean skins of 
the inhabitants. None of them showed up with ugly, running 
sores and deformed bodies as one is so aeeustomed to en- 
countering in villages in the other islands. Dr. Lambert 
only discovered evidences of yaws by examining the bottoms 
of the natives' feet. 

All of us ashore hunting. Birds there were in 
abundance everywhere in the bush. We encountered them almost 
as soon as we put foot ashore. Because of their Numbers and 


indifference to human proximity, we could pick and choose as 


we went along. 


Our object in this second visit to Rennell being 
to enlarge upon desirable Species not taken in sufficient 
quantity during Hamlin's previous visit. 

The locals were far from being an assistance in 


our efforts. They swarmed after us in mobs shouting, 
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pointing, and pestering us all of the time. It was not 

an uncommon oceurrence to have half a dozen of them pul- 
ling, punching and hauling at one all at the same time 

in an effort to attract the hunter's attention, and induce 
him to shoot some particular specimen that that individual 
had sighted. 

To try and induce these people that one would 
like to go by themselves was a hopeless task and only 
added to the bedlam. 

Onee a specimen was killed,a dozen individuals 
pounced upon it before it touched the ground. Hach one 
wished to handle it and examine it before relinquishing 
possession. Many good birds were pulled to pieces in this 
manner. 

After a few hours we gave up the job and returned 
to the ship to work up our material. 

Aboard ship, we were assured of no more privacy 
than ashore. Locals swarmed over the vessel, into the rig- 
ging, down in the hold and even into the main cabin. Not 
unlike a hand of monkeys bursting with inquisitiveness we 
herded them out of one area only to find them congregating 
in another. 

Despite their exuberance of interest, we foun? 
them kindly and courteous in their own eke or too 
friendly, Hamlin remarked. 

They were chronic thhevyes from the beginning. Our 
great problem lay in getting everything of value under lock 


and key or else securely bolted down. We did enjoy a mild 
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recompense in watching them at their pilfering. 

An individual would sight an old piece of wire 
or a tin can placed by one of us in a not too conspicuous 
place, which he would carefully take and hide under a piece 
of canvas or behind a projection until opportunity arose to 
get it off the ship. Another native would see the first one 
hide the object of quest and he, in turn, would steal and 
hide as opportunity arose. So the game went on. 

May 18 (Sunday). Rennell. Found a dead rat in 
the water tank. This will make our water problem a serious 
one. There is no fresh water ashore only brackish from the 
seepages. Je shall be able to recover some with the aid of 
the gails but not the quantity required. Our catchment 
area is too limited. 

The natives are accustomed to scooping out a 
hole a few feet in from the salt water and subsisting on 
the brackish seepage. 

We shall have to resort to this means in the end 
with its accompanying diarrhea. 

Considerable rain to-day, but we managed to add 
20 specimens to the collections. 

Natives were with us in abundance jespite the 
rain. We found a few of them who could converse in "Pigeon 
English" which they had picked up in former contacts with 
whites. These we bombarded with questions. Dr. Lambert 
worked with them in trying to compile a census of every 
native on the island. He met with complications. Some 


individuals have from two to half a dozen names. 
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We asked them from whence they originated. They 
knew nothing of their origin except that their ancestors 
arrived in canoes from a distant island. Probably from 
Sikianna or the Santa Cruz group as C. M. Woodford infers. 

May 19 (Monday). Rennell. I am still troubled 
with a sore hand which hampers activities. Captain and 
Riddall both down with fever all day. Hamlin and the Doctor 
wish to visit the lake in the interior. Hamlin is particu- 
larly anxious to obtain examples of a rail and a large 
water or shore bird (crane) that he missed on his previous 
excursion. 

Crew were employed cutting firewood and bringing 
off fresh water to the ship. They were ably assisted by 
fourscore or more natives who insisted upon riding every 
time a boat was launched. 

May 20 (Tuesday). Rennell. Captain and Riddall 
still down with fever. Another day of rain. Hamlin, Dr. 
Lambert, Gordon White and Hyerdam got away at 11 A.M. with 
hundreds of natives, assisting in carrying the gear. Des-~ 
tination Kassawala and the lake in the center of the island. 

These Rennell people have no conception about 
landing cargo. Hamlin had a most trying time attempting to 
shift the stuff off the beach. A native would pick up a 
bundle, lift it, put it down and scramble for another. How 
the stuff was transported to the lake and returned is be- 
yond my comprehension. 


I remained with the ship to journey to the lake 
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later on if all goes well with the Captain. Though I do 


feel that it is a little risky leaving the old man alone 
with the natives. He is entirely too jumpy and irritable. 

Anavé, a local, has attached himself to me in 
true Polynesian style. He will do my every bidding and ask 
no return, simply records himself as my brother; conse- 
quently I have given him a musket and have sent him hunting. 
Later he returned with some fair material. Charley cleaning 
engine. Crew catching rain water and mending the ol¢ fore- 
sail. 

May 21 (Wednesday). Rennell. A day of sunshine. 
Riddall and [ hunting with Anavé. Riddall fell on the 
rough coral and hurt his back. Returned to the shin and 
worked specimens until 10:30 P.IM. 

We found walking in the bush very difficult. The 
whole of the island is composed of raised limestone, 
whereas,to quote Stanley, the "weathering of the limestone 
produces all the features of Karst topography." That is 
the surface is broken and covered with sharp jagzed points 
which catch one's shoes, tears clothing and injures one 
when he trips and falls. 

Riddall was given his first lesson in bird skin- 
ning. Anavé joined us and showed marked signs of being an 
addition to our staff. It is remarkable how quickly natives 
can learn to immitate another's operations. Unfortunately, 
they do not seem to be able to handle preparation satisfac- 
torily after they are skinned. 


Captain Burrell upset the equilibrium of the ves- 
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sel by engaging in a fight with native Panio, a sub-chief 
from across the bay. Burrell was entirely at fault by — 
pushing and striking the man. Timely intervention saved 

us from serious complications. It was necessary as a pre- 
cautionary measure to close all cabin doors and keep the 
natives out of our quarters. This move will make the cabin 
oppressively hot. 

May 22 (Thursday). Rennell. Dull and cloudy 
with moderate rains. Crew engaged cutting firewood. Riddall 
incapacitated with a lame back. 

Myself into the bush hunting. I covered con- 
siderable distance through the underbrush and was cognizant 
of the scarcity of large trees. Those observed were scarcely 
more than 40 feet in height and quite uniform in size. 

Brush, vines and shrubs grew in an almost impenetrable mass. 

Oceasional gardens were met with but those were 
only rudimentary. Probably dw to the lack of suitable soil. 

The small boys who accompanied me were highly 
entertaining in their quest for food. I experienced a new 
lesson in native behaviorism, watching these urchins hopping 
about gathering insects which they consumed on the spot. 

Although the food of these people comprises fish 
and crustacea, clams, lobsters, green Pan Pan, Pana (small 
yams), bananas, sweet potatoes and a kind of nut not wnlike 
tainted cooked meat in flavor, Pandanas, shoots_.and birds 
in suffictént quantity to keep them healthy. srasshoppers 


are consumed in enormous quantities and are credited with 
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being both nourishing and palatable. 

Rennell also boasts of the largest coconuts in 
the group. They grow to enormous size, but are used by 
the natives for ceremonial purposes only. They do not grow 
in sufficient quantity to make them of economic value. 

No houses or villages are to be found in the 
bush; the inhabitants spend their hours of rest or repose 
in the abundant limestone caves or out in the open where- 
ever they happen to be. It is not a uneommon sight to 
witness them lying sound asleep in the rain. 

A few isolated miniature lean-tos mark the burial 
grounds of the chiefs and leaders. These are oceupied only 
upon festival occasions and then by those of rank. 

May 23 (Priday). Rennell. A dornpour of rain all 
day. We are terribly handicapped by the weather. I went 
out long enough to obtain a thrush, a ground dove, and a 
flying fox. The small birds were all too wet and sticky 
to handle easily. 

Dr. Lambert and Gordon White returned from the 
interior. Dr. Lambert is suffering from a badly lacerated 
leg which he bruised on the rough coral. They report the 
road the worst they have ever encountered in all of their 
travels. 

G. A. Stanley in his Physiographie notes on Ren- 
nell Island describes the route into the interios as fol- 
lows "Behind the immediate shore line the land rises steeply. 
Native tracks to the interior usually lead to a lower gap 


in the rim, (of the cliffs), so that though the average 
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height of the rim may be 400-500 feet, the interior may be 
gained in places by a climb of but a couple of hundred 
feet. The ascent is not uniformly steep. The tectonic 
history of Rennell has not been simple, and in places on 
the outer side of the rim, there are still relics of an 
elevated barrier reef, behind which is an elevated lagoon. 

In climbing the rim, then the first steep rise is 
over the old barrier reef; then follows a descent into a 
hollow representing the lagoon; then comes a longer and 
steeper climb up the main mass of the rim. 

In general, once the summit is reached a more 
gentle descent is commenced into the great central depres- 
Sion. The top of the rim is not level. There are low 
gaps and higher peaks. In many places it is extremely 
narrow, being only a few feet wide, knife-edged and jagzed. 
Exposed as it is to the full force of the weather, it is 
everywhere much fissured. The ragged limestone pinnacles 
of the rim are quite the most difficult part of the island 
to traverse. 

The central depression represents the one time 
lagoon of the Atoll. The central depression is occupied by 
an exteusive brackish lake, The surface of the lake is | 
about 70 feet above sea level." 

May 24 (Saturday). Rennell. Continuous rains. 
Anavé brought in a number of good birds which kept me oc- 
cupied. Both Dr. Lambert and White resting from their 
journey. Riddall in bed with his back. 


Note from Hamlin. He reports a miserable camp 
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in the rain. His rail turned out to be Dupetor flavicollis 
and the crane a spoonbill. He will return the night of the 
26th. 

Panio or Shroda made his peace with Burrell by 
bringing the latter a number of fine large coconuts ac- 
cording to his ceremonial custom. We rewarded Shroda with 
a knife in exchange. 

Shroda's sudden change of temperament was 
probably brought about by the anticipated return of the two 
‘chiefs who are with Hamlin. These two men (the chiefs), 
one a sand beach leader and the other a bush man, share the 
responsibilities of Government over the people. Sub-chiefs, 
such as Shroda, govern the outlying areas as proxies for the 
big men. 

The leaders do not tolerate fighting without their 
consent. 

Put the crew to their duties, scrubbing paint and 
work. If we remain much longer we shall have a yellow 
ship from the tumeric which rubs off the natives' bodies. 

May 25 (Sunday). Rennell. Another day of rain. 
We accomplished almost nothing with the crowds of natives 
aboard. 

Got ashore in the evening and obtained a number 
of swifts Collocalia which we found roosting in one of the 
limestone caves. 

May 26 (Monday). Rennell. Aghore hunting. Mr. 
Riddall still indisposed, not an auspicious beginning for 


him. Tahoa, the salt water chief, aboard to pay his re- 
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spects. This was supposed to be a marked ceremony, but was 
interrupted by the rain. We gave him an axe, some tinned 
meat, and bright calico and received in turn a few mats and 
the keys to the city. 

Hamlin and Zyerdam returned late in the P.M. wet 
and tired. They reported a hard trip into the interior and 
only a limited number of specimens because of native inter- 
ference. 

May 27 (Tuesday). Rennell. Eyerdam took the 
small boat relegated to Dr. Lambert which caused us sane 
rather uncanfortable moments. We had hoped to have a con- 
zenial ship throughout our voyage. 

Rained all day, as usual, but a few specimens 
were brought in by Anavé. 

Developed pictures with Hamlin. Foolishly, we 
hung the wet films in the hold to dry and the inquisitive 
natives had them on the floor and ruined them almost before 
our backs were turned. ‘Je are all becoming rather touchy 
and irritable with the droves of natives around us all of 
the time. The constant rains haven't helped our tempera- 
ments ejther. 

May 28 (Wednesday). Rennell. iyerdam ashore with 
a number of hunters and returned with a few good specimens. 
Myself at photographs and Hamlin engaged with the engine 
preparatory to departure. Riddall in his bunk; Captain with 
fever. Crew enzazed hauling water to the vessel. Fresh 


water is a problem with us now. 
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May 29 (Thursday). To Bellona. Hove up anchor 
at daylight and proceeded toward Bellona Island to the north- 
ward. Natives Ben Yah and Moah, the sons of the two chiefs 
accompanied us as interpreters. 

Toward lunch time we hove to near a patch of 
coconuts which the boys told us was a fishing site for the 
inhabitants of that area. No natives appeared along the 
foreshore. We were cautioned by our guests against them 
should they make their presence known. 

Fighting is undoubtedly carried on between the 
people of Kungava Bay and those of the north end of the is- 
land. Je noticed though that these people, with whom we had 
spent our time, were surprisingly free of scars. 

Anchored off Bellona Island just at dusk after 
having used the engine all day. 

With the lowering of the tide about 9 P.M., the 
ship swung around and bumped against a coral patch which 
we had not observed when anchoring. Captain ordered the 
engine started, anchor hove up with the intention of shifti 
anchorage. 

In the process of heaving in the anchor and cable 
the latter fouled on a coral ledge or patch and parted. 

We were forced to proceed into deep water leaving a good 
anchor and eleven fathoms of chain behind. 

The Captain could have saved us this accident 
had he put out a kedge anchor to the starbomrd quarter and 
hauled us off the coral patch instead of trying to haul the 


anchor in at low tide and in the dark here. 
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A smaller anchor with inferior cable was set at 
once. We spent the night hove to offshore without a stay 
sail set for some strange reason. 

May 30({Priday). Bellona. Ran back to our an- 
chorage--a very poor one off the northeast corner of the 
island, at daylight. 

Crew were put to work diving for the anchor and 
chain lost the night before. They located them in deep 
water. An improvised dredging hook was brought into use 
but failed to rescue our much needed equipment. 

All of the white complement with the exception 
of Burrell and Hyerdam made an excursion into the interior 
of the island. 

Bellona like Rennell was teeming with natives. 
These were bolder and more aggressive than those we were 
accustomed to. They lost no time in telling us that they 
did not want the Government nor doctors nor white men of 
any description. 

Our party followed them to their village, proper 
villages on this island. We found them neat, clean and 
orderly. 

Walking was much easier here with the ground of 
a more clayish nature and without the sharp pinnacles of 
coral rock that hampered us on Rennell. 

Many more gardens were in evidence than on the 
other island with each of these fenced in to keep out the 


marsh hen Porphyrio which is regarded as a pest. This bird 
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does considerable damage in scratching out and destroying 
native garden truck. 

Bellona Island is very small in comparison with 
Rennell. We noted, too, lack of true forest, which may be 
accounted for by the smallness of the island and the large 
native population. This naturally requires nearly every 
available inch of ground to supply it wi th commestibles. 

A few large trees were in evidence. 

Bird life was found to be very sparse in com- 
parison with Rennell. Searcely a call note was heard in 
the bush. We were able to obtain a few species including 
2 species of cuckoos and a fine hawk. 

The party returned to the vessel at noon but 
decided to wait until that night before returning to Ren- 
nell in order that we could reach Kungava Bay in daylight 
hours. 

Durinz the afternoon I laid out representative 
species of Rennell birds and asked Bellona veople to stipu- 
late which were inhabitants of their island. 

A comparative list of Bellona species will be 
found in notes of collections at the back of the book. 

May 31 (Saturday). Rennell. Put to sea at 3:30 
A.M. for return run to Rennell Island to deliver natives 
Moah and BuhYah. 

During the morning two natives from Mungghenua 
approached the vessel in their canoe. Dr. Lambert, thro ugh 


our interpreters, tried to get a census of their village 


but had little success. 
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Anchored in Kungava Bay at 4 P.M. Hamlin and I 
developed pictures, but with little success. I feel badly 
about this because we did want good photographs of this 
island particularly. 

June 1 (Sunday). Rennell. Crew engaged watering 
ship and cutting firewood. 

Eyerdem with several natives collecting and they 
obtained an excellent representation of thrushes as well as 
other material. What a blessing a few days of sunshine 
would have been to us during our stay on %ennell. 

Hamlin engaged with engine, myself with photos. 

The two old chiefs were brought on board and pre- 
sented with axes, knives and small locked boxes, the latter 
being considered the greatest treasure of all. 

My assistant, Anavé, was presented with an axe 
in return for his services. 

June 2 (Monday). To Tulagi. Hove up anchor at 
6:30 and proceeded out of the harbor after we had chased 
ali of the locals off the ship. Made use of the engine un- 
til we were clear of Rennell Island. 

At 2:30 P.M. stopped the engine and spread sails. 
I had a terrible dispute with Captain Burrell who wanted to 
continue with the engine all of the way to Tulagi. The 
rumpus ended by Captain Burrell and me agreeing to part 
company. 

June 3 (Tuesday). Enroute Tulagi. Cavtain ten- 


dered his resignation in writing, effective 3% months from 
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date or September 3, as per contract with Hamlin. 

Moderate 3/E breeze all day with ship under sail. 
Each of us took tums at the watches. 

June 4 (Wednesday). To Tulagi. Sighted Guadal- 
eanal 8 A.M. Passed through Marau Sound 1 P.M., anchored 
Aula at 11 P.M. for the night. The Captain refused flatly 
to take the vessel on to Tulagi. 

All of us engaged in a heated brawl which accom- 
plished nothing but hard feelings. 

Eyerdam is seriously ill with malarial fever. Dr. 
Lambert gave him several quinine injections which dissi- 
pated the fever somewhat. 

June 5 (Thursday). Tulagi. Reached Tulagi at 
1 P.M., went alongside Carpenter's to fill vessel with 
fresh water first of all. Our brackish water was dumped 
and tanks cleaned thoroughly. 

Following watering episode, returned to anchorage 
off the Post Office. 

Dr. Lambert, Gordon White, and natives ashore 
with duffle. 

We have learned from harbor gossip that the Resi- 
dent Commissioner, Police Magistrate and 30 armed native 
constabulary have sailed aboard the Government vessel 
"Ranadi' to Rennell Island thinking we had been attacked 
by the natives there. 

We had been granted a two weeks' stay on the 
island, but did not make an allowance for sea time to and 


from the island. 
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Captain Robinson with his 29-foot "A.V. Svaap” 
in harbor. He is an American making a round-the-world 
tour alone. We had him aboard for dinner. 

June 6(Priday). Tulagi. Eyerdam no better; con- 
tinued giving him injections. Hamlin engaged overhauling 
the engine. Myself ashore to Burns Philp to purchase a new 
anchor and chain, drums of oil, oars and sundries for the 
ship and commestibles. 

Crew engaged cleaning ship which needs it badly. 

Riddall packing curios for Dr. Lambert who is 
unable to undertake such tasks. 

June 7 (Saturday). Tulagi. Eyerdan taken to the 
hospital. Hamlin and I ordered before the Government Secre- 
tary, Mr. Kidson, who reprimanded us severely for not giving 
him official notice of our intended visit to Rennell Island 
and also for overstaying the two weeks' leave granted Dr, 
Lambert. 

This Parliamentary move was only engendered to 
cover the Resident Magistrate's trip to Rennell, in his re- 
port to the High Commissioner at Suva Fiji. In other words 
we were used as pawns in the game of affording that execu- 
tive a chance to see Rennell which he could not otherwise 
have done. 

June 8 (Sunday). Tulagi. Violent rain squalls. 
Were forced to let out 45 fathoms of chain in a poor 
holding ground. Engaged packing Rennell material alley . 


June 9 (Monday). Tulagi. Burns Philp and Co. 
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have informed me that the Captain of the motor ship 'Carisso' 
an American vessel, would not accept the cases of Malaita 
skins. Hence, they are still in the warehouse awaiting 
shipment. This is an old trick of Burns Philp who will go 
to no end of trouble to make consignees ship with their 
vessels. 

Cleaned up all material and delivered Rennell 
skins to B PS for shipment to New York via the 'Marsina' 
calling to-day. 

Captain Burrell and Hamlin both down with fever. 

Gave Riddall the task of supervising the crew at 
their cleaning operations. Visited Eyerdam in hospital. 
He is better. 

June 10 (Tuesday). Tulagi. S/S Marsina sails 
with Dr. Lambert aboard. Our bird skins as well. 

Hamlin has cabled the Bank of New South Wales 
regarding our balance there. 

Mr. Johnson, Government Treasurer, attempted to 
persuade us to take a crew of Chinese instead of Solomon 
islanders. 

Dispatched a letter to Dr. Murphy outlining 
course of operations of expedition for past weeks. 

June 11 (Wednesday). Tulagi. Day of rain and 
strong winds. Put down the two anchors. Captain really 
seriously ill with gastric malaria. ie cannot induce him 
to go to the hospital. 

Riddall and Hamlin at repairs on big boat which 


was damaged when leaving Rennell Island. 
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June 12 (Thursday). Tulagi. Crew ashore cut- 
ting firewood. Eyerdam returned from the hospital. Cap- 
tain still down with his fever. Still awaiting word from 
Sydney and disposition of Government regarding crew. 

Hamlin engaged with engine. 

June 13 (Friday). Tulagi. “Svaap--Captain Robin- 
gon, Sailed ffor Samarai enroute Singapore. No radios. 
Heavy showers all day. 

Eyerdam out all day collecting shells despite 
his recent illness. One marvels at his constitution. 

All of us engaged as previously. 

A letter from the Government granting me the 
services of six Malaita boys outside the group for a 
period of one year with the understanding that I deposit 
15 pounds sterling per boy as a guarantee. This letter 
was dated March 7, 1930, and only delivered to-day. I 
am unable to understand such procedure. 

June 14 (Saturday). Tulagi. Attempted to sign 
on Freddie and Taro as boat's crew but they demanded 5 
pounds each per month. Did manage to get Charley Lonsdale 
and Belleu at 2 pounds and one pound respectively. 

The Govermment demands that wé pay the crew en- 
gaged out of the territory at the rate of 2 pounds per 
month per boy while in the same breath they condemn those 
who overpay the regulation one pound per month rate. This 
is also beyond my comprehension. 


The ship has developed an epidemic of rats which 













BI 


“Joo stones werd -taeict .(eebestat} sedi 

gat «.isttqeod sd3 mor? heawwies me Stevi ~boonee . 

ort Brow privisws rLize owed eld ditw nowob iva 
swoto yribisget soomizevoD To nottieoqeth fds 
.enigaos délw hegegae ai feeR 

dof nisiqs0--qasvé .teelw'F .(yebizs) FL eamt io ee 

|, sroqe mile etyotne letamee x0 preg oe 





sother of 


as nottudidencd sid te efevrso ead .eeeallt tneoet ans 
_— .vimolverd es begeste es te fave +e 
edz em antiaerg taemoteved 6d? sort wisdat ih ; ee, _ 
«8 WT qroty ods Shletve eyod etietsl! xte to may we 
teens i ted antinatereboo odt délw teey eao ba botreq 
“meter ald? .codceteup » we yOd req grifxete ‘ebowoq ar 2 
“I .yeb-o? fetrevifeb yfno bas ,oser ,¢ doxem boish esw 
.Srabesotq doge Sastetebas ot Shenae we 

re te o? betamedsa st usfuT (yebivde®) of east = ; 
2 Hohbaaned yodt sud wero a'teod as otel bas aihbort no 
fehenol vetted) ten of sganem Sid . édaom tedq dose ebrveq 
sefevivoeqest Snweq eno Sas shuwoq- -€'¢s welled bas 

-ne wero off yao ov tect abiemed dzeapit9 ve! edt 

<6 shavoc & to ofst oft IB yrod ered odd to ao boxes 
e0(? naehnoo vent diestd cmee odd at efldv yod coe ‘gtnom 
std" ejat finom tor Sipoq eno alah ttt ods vequere ode 
nolerede timo Yn baoyed os fe ob 7 
[Stdw eter To olmeblgs de beqoleveb asd qide oot J 


wep ike ei AZ 





181 


must have come on board months ago at Gavutu. We set 
traps for them and must fumigate ship in Smmarai. 

All of us engaged variously making preparations 
for sea. 

In the evening with Hamlin to visit Pansy Elder 
and Bcb Perry. The latter is the first officer of the 
'Ranadi'. Both Perry and Elder wish to join the staff of 
the 'France' as Captain and engineer respectively. Their 
insobriety is enough to frighten me out of such an arrangé- 
ment. 

June 15 (Sunday). Tulagi. Impossible to accom- 
plish anything ashore. Engaged aboard ship. 

June 16 (Monday). Tulagi. No cable from the 
bank. Decided to leave for S3amarai. Ashore and signed on 
one more native, Jack Ulava, as boatswain. Paid bills, ob- 
tained a statement from Burns Philp and Co. for my accounts 
in Samarai. Received a clearance and sailed at 1:30 P.M. 

Set a course to pass to the north'ard of Guadal- 
canal Island. Weather fair with a moderate southeast breeze. 

June 17 (Tuesday). To Samarai. Murray Island 
abeam at noon. We have broken the complement into 3 
watches. Native Charley and myself 12-4, Hamlin and Riddall 
4-8, Eyerdam and Jack Ulava 8-12. Belleu is the cook and 
Captain Burrell is our guest. Moderate southeast breeze 
all day. 

June 18 (Wednesday). To Samarai. light winds and 


calms made it necessary to use the engine several times, 
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during the 24 hours. Captain Burrell spent most of the day 
trying to work out the ship's position. He gave as figures 
latitude 9° 26’ S. and longitude 157° 30' BL, a run of 67 
miles, but these are only approximate. Burrell would be a 
hindrance on a long voyage. 
June 19 (Thursday). To Samarai. Day of calms 
and variable winds, used the engine several hours. Coast 
of New Georgia still in sight to the nor'ard. Noon posi- 
tion: latitude 9° 36' N., longitude 157° 16° E., distance 
covered 18 miles. 
Had another squabble with Burrell and was told 
that I was the most Sacrilegious man he had ever known. I 
feel that this is a compliment as well as an accomplishment. — 
For a mere lad of my tender years to outswear 
an old man who has spent his life in sailing ships is an 
achievement and should be duly recorded. 
Charley has been set to work preparing buckets 
of boiling water to which I ada a generous quantity of ly- 
sol and then souse the interior of the galley (cook house) 
and the accompanying boys' quarters on deck forward. Ye 
have accounted for thousands of cockroaches which have mul- 
tiplied there. This hot lysol purge was continued daily | 
throughout the whole of the trip and wi th gratifying résuieee 
June 20 (Friday). To Samarai. Moderate S/E 
winds. Bright and fine. 
Noon position, latitude 90 j4! S., longitude 155° 
0O' £. distance run 75 miles. Used sails continuously. 


Employed painting the small boat and rigging up a new Pipe 
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for the galley stove. This instrument was fashioned out of 
old benzine tins. 

June 21 (Saturday). To Samarai. Dull ana cloudy. 
No sights. Wind rising to sharp squalls during the night 
with reasonably high seas. 

June 22 (Sunday). To Samarai. A hectie night. 
During the 12-4 A.M. watch, Charley and I experienced numerous 
Strong squalls. We were running free before a S/E wind. 

Numhers of sea birds hovered over the ship 
sereaming and crying. Charley insisted that he could smell 
reefs. On 3 different occasions I awakened Burrell and got 
him on deck but each time he insisted that we were alright 
and returned to his bunk. 

At daylight we sighted the Yoodlarks dead ahead 
which gave us a terrible shock. A dead fish was also dis- 
covered on the troll line which we had trailing behind the 
vessel. 

During the early morning hours the shin had found 
her way through a 6=-mile stretch of clear water that sepa- 
rates the Laughlin Islands from the Woodlark group. The 
fish had broken its head on shoals over which we had passed. 
- We were roughly 30 miles north of our course, 
having been set in that position by the tide. 

Sheer luek and nothing more saved us from the loss 
of the 'France,' Weather continued dirty all day. We triea 
to find Strathard Island before night in order that we might 


anchor but missed it. 
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June 23 (Monday). Samarai. Nearly ran into 


Dawson Island just before midnight. tyerdam and Ulava 
must have been asleep on their watch. We got the ship 
turned after she had got herself into calm water--a bad 
sign? 

We are all as jumpy as a cat on hot stones af- 
ter these two experiences. 

Continued on to Samarai and anchored in the 
roadstead by noon. 

Medical officer off to clear the vessel and in- 
form us that this day is the Prince of Wales birthday, con- 
sequently there is no chance of any business being trans- 
acted ashore. 

A small batch of mail was brought aboard including 
communications from the Museum. These cleared up a number 
of points that have been hanging fire and are quoted here- 
with: 

April 9, 1930 


Dear Coultas: 

Your letters from Malaita dated February 25 
and 26, and the one written at Tulagi on February 18, have 
proved very illuminating. They contained for one thing the 
first full and bald statement of our debts in the field that 
I have had up to date. It looks to me as though hitherto 
you men had either not known the full extent of the indebted- 
ness, or else you have lacked courage to tell us the hard 
truth. I presume that the former is the true explanation, 


for doubtless the accumulated bills have been sprung upon 
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you one at a time. 

The most unfortunate and humiliating feature 
from the point of view of the Committee is that several of 
you men should have gone without your salaries, and es- 
pecially that Dr. Mayr should have had to return to Europe 
without being paid what we owe him. We were aghast at such 
an idea, and I have immediately written Dr. Mayr in Berlin, 
enclosing a draft which [ trust will cover our entire in- 
debtedness to him. You may therefore wipe that matter off 
your slate. I figure as follows: 

303 pounds advanced by Dr. Mayr, Aug. 1, 1929 $1474.10 


Interest at 6 per cent Aug. 1, 1929 to May 71, 
1930. 73270 


Total $1547.80 

In addition to this I asked Dr. Mayr to accept 
the hundred pounds whieh we cabled him on February as pay- 
ment in full for his salary. 

You can see how it would never do for a Huropean 
to go back home with the story that he had lent funds to the 
representatives of a rich American museum, and had then 
accepted an indefinite promissory note: We thought of 
course that Mayr had been paid in full before he left the 
schooner. 

Now while it is just as necessary as ever that 
we economize in every possible way, my immediate charze to 
you is that you square up every penny of indebtedness re- 
gardless of what may follow. In December 1929, we sent 
the expedition $4,500. Up to the present in 1930, we have 


deposited in the Bank of New South Wales at Sydney, a total 
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of $10,000. The prior use of whatever part of these funds 
you may now have is to pay the bills, so that we may begin 
again with a clean slate. I have written the same story 
to Hamlin, and enclose here 4 copy of my letter with the 
idea that he may have left before he hears from me. We all 
desire very much that Hamlin should come home at the first 
possible moment. He need have no fear of any lack of appre- 
ciation on our rart, for we think that he has made the most 
of a very difficult situation. We want to get a full per- 
sonal report from him, and we stand ready to assist him in 
whatever future work he takes up. 

Now before takinz up the details of your recent 
letters, let me say that we would appreciate from you a 
cable stating that all debts are cleared, and that you will 
need appr eeinBteiy $---- for the balance of the campaign of 
1930. Hereafter, credits will be made in your name instead 
of Mr. Hamlin's, and until further notice they will be de- 
posited in the Bank of New South Vales at Sydney. The next 
formal deposit would be $4,000 on or about July 1, 1930, uel 
we shall increase the sum for that particular cccasion if we 
hear that you must have more. 

We note with pleasure that a case containing 
350 birds from Malaita has been shipped on the S. 5S. Mataram. 
I find no papers for these, but they will doubtless come 
through all right. The Registrar likes to have consular 
invoices accompanying the notifications whenever that is 
possible. It helps much in the entry of the specimens. 


Doubtless, however, your shippers are attending to this. 
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We hope that your work in the Kolovrat district, 
and other parts of the highlands, will yield much that is 
new. In any case, negative evidence will be only slightly 
less interesting than the other kind. The main thing is to 
send us material and notes for a genuine ornithological gur- 
vey of this unknown island. 


I am noting your request for convenient pictures 







of birds, and am sending a full set of the Audubon ecards 
which have recently been published partly under the di rection 
of Dr. Chapman and myself. I hope also to fina other ma- 
terial which will show a more extensive variety of birds, 
An A.0.U. check-list also goes, but the new edition of 
Chapman's handbook will not be available for several months. 
Dr, Chapman is completing it now. Pinally, I am getting to- 
gether papers on the region into which you will soon be pene- 
trating. It is quite proper to have all of these things as 
field equipment. We have got more or less out of the habit 
of Supplying them because Beck never requested anything of 
the sort. Beck had not particular scientific training, and 
was not especially interested in the literature of any region, 
On the other hand, he was an amazingly good collector. ‘The 
papers we are sending ought to give you an advantage over 
his method. 

You have had sufficient instfuctions about the 
future route of the expedition, so that further details may 
be left to your own judgment. If possible, however we hope 


that you may take time before leaving the Solomons to work 


the small islands of Gower, Ulava, and the Three Sisters, 
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Ontong is so far away that it might well yield new spe- 


cies of land birds, while return visits to Rennell and 
Belona would likewise be profitable if they can be made 
conveniently. You may remember that I found a couple of 
interesting new species among the Rennell birds obtained 
on Hanlin's visit. By the way, have you on the France a 
full set of the Whitney Expedition reports to date? 

As I have already written Hamlin, it was the 
original understanding of the Committee that you snould 
supersede him in command within a reasonable time (three 
months or so) after your arrival. We think therefore that 
there should be no further question on this score, and 
that you should have the full responsibility of leadership 
whether or not Hamlin has left by the time this letter has 
arrived. 

I eam taking up your letters seriatim, and am 
returning again to the question of indebtedness. So far as 
I can make out, you have about this time the following 
bills to worry you: 

Tulagi $3500 

Sydney 2500 

Hamlin 1600 
To this you need add only what is due yourself and Eyerdan. 
The Mayr matter is cancelled, and the deficit at this end 
is for us to worry about. As I said above, bring every 
account up to date and then let me know your needs. There 
is no reason for you to worry about shortage in the sub- 
sequent quarterly payments. We shall send you a credit of 


$4,000 to be available about the first of July, October, 
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January, and April. If you can save us anything on this, 
always let us know so that we may begin to run down our 
deficit here. On the other hand, if you need more for the 
next few months, do not hesitate to say so. 

We note with interest what you say about Mr. 
Eyerdam, and draw the conclusion that because of his en- 
gagement to a lady in Germany and the fact that his primary 
interests are not birds, he may not care to remain much 
longer with the Whitney Expedition. I have every sympathy 
with his situation, but I feel that there is no possible 
way of obtaining a separate fund for his work at New Cale- 
donia or elsewhere. Money is tight in the United States 
gince the stock declines of last autumn, and you already 
know of the straightened circumstances of the Whitney fund. 
We must devote all our energy to retrenchment until once 
more we bring ourselves up to date. Moreover, by the terms 
and plan of our expedition, it is always first and foremost 
ornithological. We are pleased to receive material of 
another nature, and the thought that studies of shells may 
be made to parallel those of the birds of the region is al- 
together agreeable. Such joint undertakirgs often supple- 
ment one another in a way that is very illuminating. At 
the same time, it is for birds that the funds were given, 
and no other line of activity is to be allowed to interfere 
with thorough ornithological work. If Mr. Eyerdam is dis- 
contented with that situation (which he was surely made to 
understand thoroughly before he left), he should plan for 


some course more to his tastes as soon as opportunity of- 
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fers. If you are by any chance likely to lose his services 


and wish him replaced by another American, do not fail to 
give us plenty of warning so that we can meet your wishes. 
I have note of the fact that 18 cases of conchological ma- 
terial, and 2 boxes of specimens belonging to Hamlin, are 
en route on the 5.8. Carisso. 

I fully appreciate that you have done your bést 
to keep us constantly informed, and we regard your letter 
of February 26 as one of the most informing that has come 
in from the field. Pull and concise letters such as this 
do more than anything else to tell us what the exact situa- 
tion is in the field. You are so far from headquarters that 
it is well to leave out discussions of anything which in 
last analysis must be decided by yourself. In other words, 
don't ask for advice in any instance which we cannot prac- 
tically advise you. Use your best judgment, go ahead, and 
eount on us to stand behind you. 

Along with other enclosures, I am now sending 
you a dago dazzler signed by the Director of the Museum. 
This sort of thing is always useful. I had thought that 
you had one before you left here. 

Morden made out very er in Siberia, took his 
quota of tigers, and is now on the way home. Before that 
he had already collected a group of saiga antelopes in Tur- 
kestan, or some such place. 

Stationery with your name as field representa- 
tive has been requisitioned, and will go forward before long 


in egare of Burns Philp, Sydney. 
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For alcoholic containers, we sugzest that you 
buy one or two milk cans, if resoldered gasoline tins are 
not suitable. I have used milk cans in the field, and it 
would probably be better and cheaper to purchase them than 
to ship containers off around the world from here. As to 
a motion picture machine, we cannot afford to buy one now. 
Neither would a camera using half-size film be very prac- 
tical. This does not enlarge well, and the standard film 
is the only sort of any use to the Museum. 

As regards the difficulty of Chapin trans- 
porting fresh bird skins in your container, he suggests 
that you have made a smaller drying box similar to the one 
fron the Museum, and then to have this carried in a tin 
ease made to fit it. He thinks that anyone who can use 
solder could make such a case from gasoline tins. To pre- 
vent molding of the skins during drying, the only necessity 
is a plentiful supply of naphthalene. Damp skins do not 
form a medium of mold if there is plenty of this substame 
in the container. One other important point is to remind 
you to extract the tendons from the legs of large birds, es- 
pecially birds of prey and megapodes. Some of your specimens 
have soft and bad-smelling legs, because the tendons take so 
long to dry. Such specimens could probably never be mounted 
successfully. You will find directions in Chapin's booklet 
for removing the tendons, and for putting arsenic or alum 
into the spaces from which they have been removed. 

This is enough for the nresent, and I hope for 


an early and cheerful report on your plans, especially the 
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assurance that all debts are paid. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) Robert Cushman Murphy 
William F. Coultas, isq. 
Whitney South Sea Expedition 


¢/o Burns Philp and Company 
Sydney, New South Vales 


Copy for Coultas 
ApTil 7, 1930 


Dear Hamlin: 

A big batch of letters dated between the 15 
and 25 of February and written by all hands has just ar- 
rived. As usual it is difficult or impossible to answer 
these satisfactorily because of the length of time that 
always ensues between communication. You ask many ques- 
tions that I cannot possibly answer, one of them, for 
example, being whether the draft for 204 pounds that has 
just reached you is the money sent by Dr. Chapman last Sep- 
tember. This I cannot possibly know. I will say, however, 
that we have been mystified and annoyed by the failure of 
that money to reach you or to be reported in any way until 
after the expiration of six months. 

Perhaps the following summary of recent trans- 
mittals may help you. This is the money that has gone: 


December 2, 1929 93500 (draft) 


December 26 " 1000 (cabled) 
March 8, 1930 5000 (draft ) 
P9D00 
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In view of your statement of heavy expenses 
still to be met, we are sending another $5000 to your ac- 
count at the Bank of New South Vales at Sydney. This means 
that you will have had $10,000 of 1930 money long before 
the close of the half year. Clear up all debts and then 
proceed as economically as possible. We are not expecting 
the miraculous, and we want you all to stop lying awake 
nights thinking about money. Let us hope merely that fu- 
ture management will be able to keep out of such a hole as 
that into which we have been forced during the last two 
years or more. The thought that you, Dr. Mayr, or anyone 
else should have to go without salary for a long period and 
should even have to lend money to the expedition is quite 
humiliating. Pay everybody every cent that is owed, and 
then let me know the worst regarding funds needed for fu- 
ture running expenses. 

Is it possible that Dr. Mayr has now gone back 
to Germany with money still owing to him from the ex pedi- 
tion? 

Several other matters are af such a nature that 
we cannot answer them from this end. One is the question 
of exchanging the France for a smaller vessel. My advice 
would be to go exceedingly slowly about such a step. It is 
a responsibility to be avoided unless it seems imperative. 
In any event, the decision would have to be mainly up to 
the man in charge for the next period of a year or two, or 


possibly longer. 
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I am sorry that there has been any shadow of 


misunderstanding coneerning the leadership. Our intention 
was that Coultas should work under you until the date of 
your departure, but we also expected that your departure 
would take place within two or three months of the date of 
his arrival. Under the circumstances, you have probably 
worked it out as well as you could. It is something that 
we can hardly settle by any hard and fast rules fram this 
end in view of the unexpected developments. 

Even now we are not quite certain whether Dr. 
Mayr has already started for sermany or whether he has de- 
cided to stay until July. The prospects have been changed 
geveral times, and Dr. Sanford's cable of three days ago 
was sent on the understanding that you and Mayr were to re- 
main until summer. The newest letters seem to imply a still 
later decision to have him start for home. 

Unless I hear to the contrary we shall send all 
future credits to Coultas. In other words, the draft for 
$5000 now en route will be the last in your name. I under- 
stand you have arranged matters so that Coultas may draw 
upon your account for a period of six months, and that after 
that all credits will be transferred from you to him. Ve 
are very eager to have you return, not because we think if 
will in any way simplify affairs in the field, but because 
we want to talk over the circumstances of the expedition 
without this hopeless feeling that every question will re- 
quire months for its answer. I hope therefore that you 


will take the earliest opportunity to head homeward, 
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leaving Coultas to face the problems as best he can. ‘hen 


you arrive, we can balance up all sorts of affairs, including 
financial ones. ‘Ye certainly have no intention of letting 
your services go unrepaid even though you yourself consider 
that you have "retired." 

On the other hand, there is still standing on 
the books a debt of $664.43 representing funds cabled to 
your father on August 16, 1928. We shall have to settle 
this by some arrangement with you which will be agreeable 
to the Bursar and the auditors. 

As Dr. Sanford has already written you, he and 
the other members of the committee stand ready to assist 
you in every way if you intend to go on with Museum work. 

It is great news that you have found Malaita so 
relatively workable. Do not be discouraged because of what 
geems to be only a small proportion of new birds. I have no 
doubt that distinction will become more and more apparent as 
you work into the hills in various parts of the island. In 
any event, the discovery of new things is not the prime ob- 
ject of our research, and any infomation throwing light 
upon the bird fauna of Malaita will be highly important 
for the reason that next to nothing has hitherto been known 
about the island. We want the vessel to work Malaita and 
its outliers very thoroughly even if it means a aorey in 
proceeding elsewhere. 

Looking over your back mail in connection with 
the latest letter, I have tried again to visulaize all your 


problems. In the first place I am astounded to learn that 
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up to the end of last year you did not know the total 


amount of money available in Mr. Whitney's annual con- 
tributions. I thought of course that we had informed | 
you even before you and Guy went out to the Pacific that 
this amounted to $20,000 per year. Mr. Beck ran the ex- 
pedition for nine years without a single croak concerning 
heavy expenses. We on our part had no idea that he was 
accumulating debts that did not appear in the record and 
which you subsequently inherited. The only point about 
these debts which we cannot now fully understand is the 

fact that they seem to be sprung upon us a little at a time. 
Doubtless that is the way in which you also have learned 
about them. By this time, however, you should know the 
worst about everything, and the message we want to receive 
if you get this letter before you start for home is the 
following: 

"Debts paid to the last cent. We shall need 
approximately ---- for operating the expedition through 
the balance of 1930," 

I have written the above on the assumption that 
the $14,500 sent you between December 2 and the present date 
has been sufficient to settle all your debts. If under the 
worst possible circumstances even that sum has not been suf- 
ficient, please to not hesitate to wire the whole truth. If 
we can once get cleaned up and start from a new base, we 
Shall at least know exactly where we stand. 

I am writing Coultas, Eyerdam, and Mayr all 


Separately, and am also enclosing a carbon of this letter in 
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my message to Coultas. I am taking this step because of 


the possibility that you may leave before this can reach 
you. 

Looking forward to seeing you as early as pos- 
sible in the summer, and with warm good wishes from all of 
us, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

Hannibal Hamlin, Esq. 
e/o Burns Philp & Co. 
Sydney, New South Wales 

June 24 (Tuesday). Samarai. Light misty rains 
all day. Cable from Museum "Omit New Caledonia make Kusaie 
and Carolines next move--Sanford." 

The receipt of this upset my plans to continue 
on to New Caledonia, lay the ship up and get funds ahead 
before continuing on to the Caroline Islands. I am not | 
so sure IJ can do the Carolines with finances as they are. 

Another letter from Dr. Murphy including Museum 
credentials. 

A cable from #7. R. Carpenter and Co, stating 
that last two checks were dishonored. Went ashore to lr. 
Fowler, the local manager of Bank of New South Wales and 
enlisted his aid in getting our accounts straightened out. 

Mr. Clay radiod that he will be down on the next 
montoro regarding exchange of 'France' for 'Royal Endeavour.' 

June 25 (Wednesday). Samarai.. Were informed 
that we cannot put the vegsel on the Slip until July 3 or 


later. This indicates more delays. 
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Day of continuous rains;all of us aboard. 
Rats have eaten holes in all of my good white 


clothing. 





Captain has gone down with gastric malaria again. 
Ye will have a task keeping this old man from becoming 
seriously ill. 

June 26 (Thursday). Samarai. Took the ship along 
gide the Government wharf to fill her up with water. Thence 
back to the roadstead. 

Ashore and purchased supplies for the ship. 

Captain not improved. 

June 27 (Priday). Samarai. Aboard ship engaged 
in drying sails. Found 2 holes in the main sail, caused by 
pure negligence on the part of our master. To work with 
crew on sails. 

An interview with Mr. Kress of Steamships Limited 
who advised strongly against the exchange of the 'France' 
for the ‘Royal Endeavour.' 

June 28 (Saturday). Samarai. Cabled Musewm 
asking them to telegraph July remittance to Sydney so that 
I can zet started on debt settlement. 

Hamlin cabled Captain Lang, the former master of 
the 'France' offering him the command of the vessel. 

Sent Captain Burrell to the hospital much against 
his wishes. Hamlin and Riddall took off for Gilli-Gilli 
to attend a wedding. 


Eyerdam and I engaged in accounts. 
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June 29 (Sunday). Samarai. Young gale of wind 


blowing all day. Remained in bed with a dose of fever. 
Eyerdam ashore collecting shells. 

June 30 (Monday). Samarai. Cable from Lang 
accepting command of the 'France.' We are to forward him 
passage money. 

Eyerdam has decided to go to Germany for Christ- 
mas. Cabled to his prospective bride as a consequence. 

Hamlin and Riddal returned from the ceremonies. 

July 1 (Tuesday). Samarai. Captain Burrell in 
hospital.Shifted vessel because of 3/S Beulah, an American 
copra ship which is underpowered and having difficulties 
getting alongside the Government wharf. 

Remainéd on board for the day marking time. 

July 2 (Wednesday). Samarai. Captain Burrell 
out of the hospital. Dr. Lewis advised me to get rid of 
the old man at once before serious complications set in 
and we would find ourselves with a sick man on our hands. 

Informed Captain Burrell that he could leave on 
the 7th inst. for Sydney. 

No work accomplished. 

July 3 (Thursday). Samarai. Rained all day. 
Crew at work in the hold. $/S Montoro arrived and later 
departed for Sydney carrying mails. I dispatched 2 letters 
to the Museum, one advising the resignation of Valter Eyer 
dam and the other dealing with financial problems. 

July 4 (Friday). Samarai. Dressed ship in honor 


of the day. To Manager Fuller of the local Bank regarding 
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banking facilities in the Caroline Islands. As far as he 
could learn, there are no banks of any kind in the Caroline 
Islands. 

Hamlin cabled the Government in Port Moresby 
asking pemission for himself and Riddall to collect on 
Migssima Island while I am engaged with the 'France.' 

July 5 (Saturday). Samarai. Purchased supplies 
for the table. Received word that the ship would be 
available Monday or Tuesday. Hove up at 4 P.}€. and took 
the ship to Bellasana where we anchored close off the slip 
way. 

July 6 (Sunday). Bellasana. Ship was pulled up 
on the slip ways during the night. 

Spent the morning going over the hull. That por 
tion of the vessel was found to be in fairly good condition. 
A number of copper plates or sheathing must be replaced as 
they have oxidized and are very thin in places. Plakey 
one should term them. No damage had been done by the late 
encounters with reefs except that the false keel was 
slightly chewed in places. There were no indications of 
Teredo worg. 

July 7 (Monday). Bellesana. 8/5 Morinda in. 
Captain Burrell leaves the ship enroute Sydney. I should 
have liked to have had the 014 man with us during our time 
on the slip ways as his advice might have been of some use. 

Forwarded an order to #¥. S. Tait and Co., Sydney, 


for ship's gear, rope, wire, and incidentals that we need 


badly. 
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Mr. Clay to look at the 'Prance.' He was not im- 


pressed with her.— He felt that the cost of installation 

of the 'France's' engine into the 'Royal Endeavour’ would 
not compensate him for the small amount of additional cargo 
space he would gain with the 'France.' 

Capt ain Mitchell of Burns Philp and Co., Sydney 
gave the vessel a very close survey, which is not an aus- 
picious omen. 

Manager Fowler of the bank informed me that my 
account was short 35000 in comparison with money supposedly 
remitted by the ‘'useum. 

Gabled Museum as follows: "was second "5000 
mentioned in your letter of April 7 to Hamlin remitted to 
Bank of New South Wales, Sydney. Money missing urgently 
needed Reply--Coultas." 

Hamlin's permit to work Missima arrived. He will 
be able to collect there while I am engaged with the ship. 
We did not ask permission to collect around Samarai, fearing 
that two requests would not be granted by this Government 
at one time. 

Engineers discovered that the outer stern tube 
bearing was cracked and necessitated a new one. Hamlin en- 
gaged with engineers. 

Natives under supervision of shipwright stripping 
copper sheathing from the hull of the vessel. 

Ship's crew drying and stowing sails aboard vessel 

July 8 (Tuesday). Bellasana. No work done 


aboard vessel. Slip people away onanother job. 
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Riddall and Hamlin to Yela Gelli with the small 
compressor to give the manager a hand out of difficulties. 

Mr. Leather of the A/V 'Yela Gelli' agrees to 
take Hamlin and Riddall to Missima with him on July 16 
or thereabouts. 

Eyerdam, disgusted with native methods, took all 
of our clothes up the river, boiled them, and returned with 
a creditable clean white washing. The first good work of 
that kind since we have been on the ship. 

Myself in bed with fever all day which is un- 
usual for me. 

July 9 (Wednesday). Bellesana. Shipwright en- 
gazed on vessel. SHyerdam collecting shells. Crew engaged 
scrubbing paint work and wetting down decks which are 
leaking in places again. Hamlin and Riddall returned at 
6 P.M. 

July 10 (Thursday). Bellesana. Hamlin with en- 
gineer Gunter working on stern tube. Natives repairing 
copper on hull. Riddall and I at ship's accounts. iHyer- 
dam painting cabin. 

July 11 {Priday). Bellesana. To Samarai to pur- 
chase supplies for the Missima trip; others employed as 
previously. 

July 12 (Saturday). Bellesana. Cable from the 
Museum. Missing funds have been located; they had been 
placed in Hamlin's name and were not accessible to me. 

Eyerdam down with fever. Hamlin and Riddal working 


with engineer, finished stern tube housing, Crew painting. 
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July 13, (Sunday). Bellesana. lEyerdam fever. 
Myself packing supplies for Missima trip. 

July 14 (Monday). Bellesana. Vessel came off 
the slip at 1 A.M. Shipwright had replaced about 50 sheets 
of copper which puts the hull in good condition. 

Engineer Gunter aboard in the morning. Started 
engine and undertook a one-hour trial run down China 
Straits. ingine working well with stern tube job ap- 
parently satisfactory. 

Returned to the slip yard and anchored, there 
being a number of repairs above the water line necessary 
before we are ready to leave. . 

July 15 (Tuesday). Bellesana. Hamlin, Riddall, 
and native Charley to Samarai to receive hunting pemits 
from the Resident Magistrate. 

Crew employed chipping iron work and red-leading 
above water line. 

Shipwright engaged calking the sides of the ves- 
sel. 

July 16 (Wednesday). Bellesana. Hamlin, Riddall 
and native Charley got away for Missima Island to return 
about August 6. 

Ulava painting the large water tank with cement. 
dyerdam employed at carpenter work in main cabin. 

Shipwright employed as previously. 

July 17 (Thursday). Bellesana. Shipwright com- 
pleted calking on sides of vessel above water line. 

Byerdam and Ulava engaged as previously. Mpself 


painting Captain's cabin. 
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July 18 (Priday). Bellesana. Shipwright at 


work on big boat which had been damaged at “ennell and only 
repaired temporarily. 

We found considerable borings from Teredo worm 
in this boat andi also learned upon examination that the 
small boat of Beck's is about eaten up and must be replaced 
at once. 

Made an oil smudge to drive mosquitoes out of the 
vessel. They are breeding aboard again. Also put kerosene 
in the water tanks. 

Eyerdam cut a row of secuppers in the railing 
around the main deck. I am afraid wet rot is commencing 
in the joints of the ribs where they fit into the decking 
and siding of the ship. These small two-inch scuppers will 
allow water to run off freely and permit the jointing to 
dry out. 

Myself to Samarai to cable Chow kai in Tulagi 
asking for a Chinese engineer assistant. This is to give 
Riddall more time with birds. 

July 19 (Saturday). Bellesana. Carpenter aboard 
and began work on a new set of cabin doors. He informs me 
that he will have to take my jobs piecemeal as there is a 
great deal of other work ahead of him ashore. 

All of the cabin doors are broken and must be re- 
placed with new ones. 

Ulava boatswain began his task of oiling masts, 
booms, and all blocks and tackles aboard ship. ‘This will 


take his time for many days. 
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Eyerdam began painting the floors of the cabins. 
Mr. Able of the Quato Mission aboard to quote prices on a 
new dinghy. He asks 45 pounds sterling which is entirely 
too costly. 

July 20 (Sunday). Sbellesana. Worked about ship 
all day. 

July 21 (Monday). Bellesana. Rinped out Beck's 
large bunk in my cabin and replaced it with a smaller one. 
iyerdam washing clothes again. No carpenter work done. 

July 22 (Tuesday). Bellesana. Carpenter aboard 
and put 3 new dead-eyes (Panels of glass) in the decks above 
the cabins. This will give us more light below, which we 
need badly. iHyerdam and I at a new chest of drawers with 
locks for the main cabin. 

July 23 (Wednesday). Bellesana. Cable from Mu- 
seum authorizing me to end Hyerdam's services. Carpenter at 
work on doors and panels. Ourselves as previously. 

July 24 (Thursday). Bellesana. Rain most of the 
day. No shipwright aboard. Eyerdam and I engaged making a 
new medicine cabinet. 

July 25 (friday). Bellesana. Shipwright engaged 
with doors. Hyerdam at work on a new chart table to be set 
above the chest of drawers in the main cabin. Myself 
painting interior of the ship. 

July 26 (Saturday). Bellesana. New mattresses fo 
the bunks arrived and were installed. 

To Samarai to meet Captain Thomas Royden Lang who 


joined the ship as master. We returned to the vessel and 
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went over the ship from stem to stern. The Captain 
pointed out a number of needed repairs, including a whole 
get of new rigging. These we will instigate as quickly as 


funds permit. 
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Drew up the following contract with Cantain Lang: 


Yacht France 
Samarai Papua 
uly 26, 1936 


This constitutes an agreement between the Field Repre- 
sentative of the Whitney South sea Expedition of the 
American Museum of Natural History, New York City, N. Y. 
U. §. A. and Thomas Royden Lang, Master Mariner. 


It is agreed that: 


Thomas Royden Lang will act in the capacity of Master 
aboard the Yacht Prance, for the period of one year 
from date, and will accept the orders of the Field Rep- 
resentative. 





The vessel and all of the crew of the Yacht France shall 
be under the direct supervision of the master. 


The sum of thirty eight Pounds Sterling, per calendar 
month and found constitute the salary of the Master. 


The sum of twenty Pounds Sterling per month or less, at 
the discretion of the Master, to be deposited from the 
salary of the said Master to the credit of Florence 

Ann Lang, wife of the said Master, in the Commonwealth 
Bank of Australia, Sydney N. S. W. Australia. 


The date of anployment shall be from July 26, 1930, the 
date of arrival aboard the Yacht France and shall con- 
tinue for one calendar year from that date. 


The First Class Passage of the Master from Sydney N. 8S. 
W. Australia to Samarai Papua, the port of joining the 
Yacht France shall be bourne by the Whitney South Sea 
expedition. 


The Master, shall, upon the termination of his services, 
receive first class passage from his port of debarka- 


tion to Sydney N. S. W. Australia, his port of embarka- 
tion. 
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8. The Master shall be paid his wages during his passage 
from port of debarkation until his arrival at port of 
embarkation, or its equivalent in time. 

9. The difference in sum between the Masters wages of 
thirty eight Pounds Sterling per calendar month and 
the amount deposited to the account of Florence Ann 
Lang shall be retained by the Expedition in its ac- 
counts and shall draw the customary Bank Rate of In- 
terest of 4 1/2 percent per annum. 


10. This agreement may terminate at any time by the mutual 
consent of both parties. 


ll. This agreement may be renued tpon its expiration, one 
year from date, by the mutual consent of both parties. 


(Signed) William F. Coultas 
Pield Representative 


(Signed) L. Royden Lang 
Master Mariner 
July 27 (Sunday). Bellesana. Lang and I to 
Henry Dexter's establishment across the bay to purchase a 
number of trade goods for the vessel. Dexter is going out 
of business and has reduced his prices considerably. We 
want a goodly number of commodities on board to trade with 
natives for vegetables and provender later on. 
July 28 (Monday). Bellesana. Shipwrights at 
work on doors and new cleats for foresail and mainsail falls 
Hyerdam finished the chart table. He did a very 
neat piece of work on this. Now by suspending a 5-cell 
flash light from the beam overhead, the Captain will have 
a very workmanlike and serviceable chart table at his con- 
venience any hour of the night or day while at sea. 


Captain engaged replacing canvas roofing on gal- 


ley and crew's quarters forward. 
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July 29 (Tuesday). Bellesana. Captain and I to 


Samarai to order a new billboard for the starboard anchor. 
The former one having worn through from chafing while ship 
was working the anchor at sea. 

Carpenters and fyerdam at work all day. diyerdam 
is in his element with a kit of tools. 

July 20 (Wednesday). Bellesana. To Samarai to 
obtain the new billboard. Carpenter finished the doors. 
Captain finished roofing and painted same. These will re- 
quire several coats of paint before they are waterproof. 
Captain also began replacing canvas hatch coverings over 
the companionways. 

July 31 (Thursday). Bellesana. Carpenter en- 
gaged fitting billboard around starboard hawse pipe 
opening. H#yerdam canvas coverings. 

Captain Lang and Ulava repairing old foresail 
to have it ready as a spare in case of need. 

August 1 (Friday). Bellesana. Carpenter and 
others engaged aboard shiv. 

August 2 (Saturday). Bellesana. Carpenters 
finished billboard, big boat and sundry other tasks; 
aboard ship: gave boat a coat of tar to waterproof it. 
Captain at foresail. Hamlin, Riddall and Charley returned 
from Missima. They reported a disagreeable trip with 
plenty of rain though they returned with nice selection 
of birds. 

Interviewed Captain Jackson, of the $/S Elveric, 


now in port loading copra. He will take Hyverdam to Singa- 
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pore. 

August 3 (Sunday). Bellesana. Hamlin engaged 
laying out specimens and drying same. 

Went over all of my accounts preparatory to set- 
tling same. 

August 4 (Monday). Samarai. Hove up at 9 A.M. 
and took ship to Samarai. ingaged with rigging and chain 
plates. A number of the latter must be renewed. Paid slip 
bill and a number of others. Hamlin has decided to leave 
the expedition for America. 

August 5 (Tuesday). Samarai. Paid all out- 
standing bills including the 01d ones at Burns Philp and 
Co. so that I now have a clean slate to start with. 

Eyerdam leaves the ship to take passage to Singa- 
pore. He sailed at midnight after a farewell dinner ashore. 

Hamlin at work on the engine with Riddall. 

Lang and local engineer engaged with chain plates 
and rigging lanyards. 

August 6 (Wednesday). Samarai. Ashore to ob- 
tain prison labor to help about the deck of the ship. Ham- 
lin cabled Port Moresby asking for an interview with the 
Sovernor relative to my signing on a native crew from this 
port. 

In the ».M. hove up anchor and proceeded down 
China Straits to give engine trial run and fill up com- 
pressed air bottles. Anchored at Bellesana for the night. 

| August 7 (Thursday). Samarai. Returned to Sa- 


marai at 6 A.M. proceeded alongside Government wharf to 


Seal — 





begerie.ctimei .sceseelfed s(yebash) % ee 
| .omm® Balytd fae enomtosas suo: geteel aes 
toe of yreterecetq eganooos, ym td Die seve oes - 
rege vomee gait? 7s 
M.A @ da qu evolH .latameé sioenda9n) b teugr » we —* | 
fisds Sas atisalt dtiw beasxak , lazamse ot gqide Hoot bas. 
(a Bie . hexoses od deum s9dds! odd te tedemm a» ssonia : 
sysal oft bobtood Bed nt Lease -axedso to tedapa e bis Lad = a 
| notte to ao. tbeaxe oid. < 
-ortuo {ie bist .isveme «(vwheowT) & deoggh > ies | 
Boe alidt enw ge gone Blo ord giibs food ef Lid peiposse 
tim dxste 09 etete asele s eved wom 1 secs 08 09 


* 


ate Of ogecced oxed of qidd ord eovsel mebi0yh a 
das tonnth Lfeveis? = teste distnbim de-hellea oh. .exaq 
~[iebbif dtiw extgne edt co drow de ahime = 
siq miedo déiw begesce seemtgae fec0l bus gmake ew 

eubusyel gilegis Boe | 
-do of erodes + letems& + (ysbaoubel} a Junied. os 
wH .qide edt to Jooh ed? ivode qled ot todal poring’ “ois3 
silt dtiw welvretnl ne tot giftdes ydeeroM {tot beldss mkt. 
td? mot? wets sviten e no atlagis ya os evitsles Tomrevon 
gwob bebeoootg bas tcdons qs evod oe Me 7 edd ol ? 

-~moo a [f1% bus set [edct entgpe evig ot etiente said 
dain efd 10% eneselied ts betodoms -colsiod tis beasetq -. 
“ot of bomosef .tersmG@) Ayaberodt ht Gece | 

ot tredw ineomtevel shlesaefa bsbeooutq Made lag Heal a 


ln 


fill tanks with fresh water and also load 30 barrels of 
fuel oil for the engine. 

4 prison labor engaged aboard ship. Lang en- 
gaged with rigging, engineer aboard putting drain around 
deck housing amd running an extension into main water tank. 
Ve will now have a small catchment area for fresh rain 
water when the need arises. 

Myself engaged with letters to Museum advising 
departure of EHyerdam and our future plans. 

Hamlin cabled Museum advising his departure. 

I cabled Museum as follows: "Eyerdam relin- 
auished appointment 5th day of August. Paid in full-- 
discontinue New York compensation. Have cancelled as per 
your letter of 9th day of April all debts. $5000 all that 
I require this year to be deposited in Bank of New South 
Jales Sydney (NS ¥) October. Will proceed as instructed 


June 25th Sanford-. Saint Aignon 125 forms. 
Coultas. 


August 8 (Priday). Samarai. Hamlin got away 
for Australia and the States at 11 A.M. per S/S Morinda. 
All of us to the ship to see him off. He agreed to pur- 
chase a number of things for us in Sydney. 

Prison labor scrubbing decks with sand. Captain 
and Riddall engaged with rigging. 

August 9 (Saturday). Samarai. Sealed the ship. 
Sprayed the interior with carbon tetrochhoride and moved 
ashore for the night. Ye hope by this simple means of 


fumigation to rid the place of rats. 


August 10 (Sunday). Samarai. Aboard a little 
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after noon and opened up the ship. Ve found no dead 


rodents so do not know whether our work was futile or not. 
fo work cleaning up the ship. 

August 11 (Monday). Samarai. A cable from Ham- 
lin; he has had an interview with the Governor in Port 
Moresby and reports that there is no hope of obtaining a 
Papuan crew. 

All of us engaged on board at various tasks. 

Ashore with Lang and purchased a coil of heavy 
coir hemp rope which we will require in mooring the vessel. 

August 12 (Tuesday). Samarai. wmployed setting 
rigging and sails, taking aboard stores, setting chain 
plates. Prison labor engaged painting main cabin, etc. 

August 13 (Wednesday). Samarai. Withdrew 475 
Pounds ready cash for trip. Purchased small chain for the 
port anchor. Set all chain plates, etc. Paid all bills 
ashore. Purchased a new small boat for 20 pounds and a 
small outboard motor for 10 pounds. The latter we hope to 
use getting about harbors. 

Obtained clearance for Tulagi where we will call 
to pick up stores forwarded from Sydney and attempt to en- 
gage additional natives as crew. 

Harbor l'aster made out the clearance for Pago Pago- 
not Tulagi which caused us some embarrassment. 

A letter to Dr. Murphy just prior to leaving ad- 
vising him of our plans and forwarding address at Kobe, | 
Japan. 


August 14 (Thursday). To Tulagi. Hove up an- 


fesh on Doyot of . .qide eas qu beseao baw . 
‘a x0 ofitut esw Jrow avo wedvedw weed som dake ade 
-qide edd qs yilaselo ino w oF 
ei mort efdse A gt oe / e(yshoem) £f teugoa 416 Sets 
¢roT ai 10mreve odd dtiw woivretni se Sed ead od qobt 
s pitrietdo to eqod en sl eiade ted? etroqer bas ydeetoM 
| dus .xeTo cisuqet 

-elesd eooltey ta breed m0 begéegre en to [ih 

yveed to [joo s beasdowg bas gist diiwe ‘etodeA | 

sev e439 snizotm al ettspet Ifiw ew dol da1egee qmed sins 

2éfee beyotqmi .tertemse .(vsheeoT) SE tex gos 
nists goltsea ,eetote brsods go ited elise bas golgeis 
egote ,cidso tism salinisg Segegio rodsl soe itt -sosela 
Ata woubdtiW .fetame <(ysbaouboW) CL saugus om 
i} 40% aiede Lfeme heesdetst .qitd sot dese ybeot ebasot 
etfid (fp bieT «ote ,entcelq aledo {fe seb .todens, J10q 
gs bae ebosoq O08 tot teed fisue wen eB beesdomy se toder 
t eqod ow tottel ont --ebaweg Of tot <0 om bracdise {Lemme 
: -e70dmd tuode Ba ksteg eau 

feo [ftw ew otedw tee fT t0T commeaeas bentsid0 
19 of tqmetts bap yenbye mort bobtarrot setote per o@ 
weve se eovites fecottibbs ogee 

¥ OneT tot eomsetecle ent guo ebem retes! sod1sE 
 tnemessTtsdme moe es beeuss doidw IgslvT gon 

bs salveel o3 tolta tev, wiqroM 1c 6? settel A 
,ed0% te evethhs atibvewrot Soa enelq “20 to mid qulety 
~~ apast 
osu ane 


“fe qu sv¥O - faeieT of .(yebexsdT) Sf Jaugca . , 










x Ot ( l 


chor and proceeded under engine power through the east 
channel bound down the Louisade Archipelago to get to the 
windward of our objective which is Tulagi. 

This begins the hardest passage, a 20-day trip, 
that I experienced on the 'France.' Most everything that 
could, did happen on the journey. 

There were three whites, Lanq, Riddall, and my= 
self, and 3 natives, (a cook and two seamen )on board. 

August 14 and 15 (Thursday and Friday). Inside 
the Group making southeasterly course, engine running con- 
tinuously. Wind S/E with passing showers. 

Passed through the Calvados chain just at dark 
second day, finding an exit between Deboyne Island and 
Tagula Island. 

Set a course to pass to the south'ard to reach 
Pocklington Reef if possible. There we wish to collect 
sea birds. 

Pocklington is a large reef of several miles in 
extent which is partly awash and partly above high water 
mark. 

August 16 (Saturday)s-August 29 (Friday). At 
sea steering a varied course of = x N and & in general di- 
rection of Tulagi in the Solomon [slands, 

Ve were under sail when these were serviceable 
and under engine power intermittently. 

Variable weather was experienced from flat calms 
to gales with driving rain squalls. 


Gave up all hope of reaching Pocklington reef be- 
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eause of overcast weather which permitted limited obser- 
vation. 

We had no ship's chronometer with which to 
check sights as our old one had been taken to Sydney by 
Hemlin and was to be replaced by another which we would re- 
ceive in Tulagi. 

During this time at sea: the outer jib blew out 
of the ring bolts onfwo occasions, the inner jib three 
times, and the foot of the mainsail ripped out twice during 
sudden sharp squalls. It was necessary for us to unbend 
these and repair them each time as we had no spares aboard 
for replacement. 

, On two occasions native Charley caught the ship 
aback which forced the packing out of the stern gland and 
flooded the engine room before we noticed it. 

Every man on board wore the skin off his hands 
raising and lowering sails. 

August 29 (Friday). To Tulagi. & A. M. sighted 
land and altered course to pass inside a channel which 
turned out to Balfour Channel in the lea of Yetipari in the 
"New Georgia." Started engine. 

We were miles to north'ard of our destination, 
having been blown in that direction by the strong winds and 
gales. 

August 30 (Saturday)--September 1 (Monday). To 
Tulagi. Under sail and engine power punching S/Ely swells. 

Saturday noon the after and one inner shroud of 


the Port main rigging carried away in a squall before we 
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could get the mainsail down. This was the climax of our 
passage. 

From there on we used the engine continuously to 
reach Tulagi Monday night at 5 P.\. 

Port Doctor Critchlow came off to the ship and 
extended us a pratique. 

September 2 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Shifted the ves- 
sel down to a safe anchorage in Ellis Cove. Declared a 
holiday and all of us to bed to sleep. 

September 2--17. Anchored Tulagi. During this 
time repairs were made to the vessel, preparations unde r- 
taken for Caroline trip. Stores purchased and placed 
aboard. 2 additional native crew engaged. 

fhe following is a rough record of activities 
aboard the vessel during our stay in Tulagi: 

Captain and Crew: Shrouds for new main rigging 
made and set in place. Foot ropes for the bowsprit re- 
placed with new ones. New halyards rove. All blocks and 
gear send down--lubricated with graphite and replaced. 

All sails repaired. 7 bolts of new canvas pur- 
chased with which the Captain will make new jibs when time 
is expedient. Mainsail will have to be nursed alone 
until sufficient funds are accumulated to purchase 4 new one 

Hngineer and Riddall: ingine taken down, cleaned; 
repairs made to the air line. New exhaust pipe made and 
fitted (the old one coughed soot all over the ship and oc- 


cupants). epairs to bilge pump. 


Carpenter: set new Port bill-board, made new 
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fife rails, made and placed skylight protectors--replaced 
broken skylights, Munz metal strips over scuppers, addi- 
tional bird drying racks in main hold; new cleats for rud- 
der post and steering gear frame. That portion of tne worn 
frame being replaced to eliminate excess play. 
Myself: purchasing and stowing 6 months'supply 
of stores, paying bills. Signing on two natives Jimmie and 
Tommy both of Malaita Island. 
Hau Sau, Chinese engineer, engaged at 8 pounds per 
month and dismissed as incompetent. 
Ho tack, Chinese, engaged as cook at 5 pounds per 
month. 
New chronometer on board from Sydney. 
Settled all accounts around Tulagi. 
All Sydney stores were taken on board the last 
minute as ex-bonded stores free of import duty not to be 
opened or used before leaving the territory. 
Put to sea at 5 P..". Yednesiay, September 17 
with a well-loaded vessel enroute Ponape,Caroline Islands. 
Received the following letter from Dr. Murphy 
just prior to departure. 
| June 20, 1930 
Mr. William F. Coultas 

Whitney South Sea sixvedition 

sydney, New South Wales 

Dear Coultas: 

Delighted with the brief but excellent report of 
May lst. 


About 380 of the Malaita birds have come in and 
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there are doubtless one or two additional cases in transit. 


Gould they possibly have been put on another steamer? As 
you infer, there seem to be a number of new forms among them. 

You evidently handled the Malaita campaign in good 
fashion and used excellent judgment in dealing with the na- 
tives. 

We have sent by draft to the Bank of New South 
Wales $1570 which is the balance of the money due July lst. 
According to cindiibdltnies you should have no more until the 
regular deposit of $4000 on October lst. Do your best to 
keep down expenses and stick to the regular regime. Never~ 
theless, if you should find it impossible to keep out of a 
hole, do not hesitate to cable for an additional stipend, 
keeping the amount as low as possible. Je realize that you 
are making a fine effort to catch up on expenses. Among sup- 
plies recently shipped are six single barrel 20 gauge guns, 
each equipped with a 32 calibre aux barrel. I thought these 
would be excellent arms for native collectors to whom the 
double barrel hammerless guns might prove too complicated. 
You have not recently said anything about aux shells, but 
I have started work on five thousand which will go in the 
near future, as will also some further literature, etc. I 
hope that your stationery has already come through safely. 

I do not get from your letter anpxact idea of the 
next move. ‘The disposition of the 'Prance' is naturally in 
your hands, but I should go slowly before exchanging her 
for another vessel. Be give you are absolutely right be- 


fore you go ahead. The 'France' may be clumsy, but it has 
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served us well during a great many thousand miles of 


traveling. You spoke of going to New Caledonia before pro- 
ceeding northward. Doubtless, you have taken into considera 
tion that the New Caledonia voyage would mean 4 long, hard 
beat to windward. Can you make this without relying en- 
tirely on your engine? 

As to the New Hebrides project, it would be ad- 
visable to work the remaining islands if this can be done 
without much loss of time. Tanna is important as a type 
locality for many birds of the region. 

Ye have absolutely no information as to how long 
the expedition will continue. Hamlin's guess that it will 
cease in 1932 is outside anything I know. You have every 
prospect of going on indefinitely, and of making a great 
place for yourselves in the annals of exploration. 

With best wishes from all of us, I am 

Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) Robert Cushman Murphy 


September 18 (Thursday). To Gower Island. Off 
Cape Astrolabe Malaita at daylight. Found the vessel down 
by the head and steering badly. Will be necessary to put 
into Gower Island to trim the vessel before proceeding. 

Opened all stores from Sydney! and discovered 
that we had overlooked a bale of excelsior that I had or- 
dered, a bag of coffee beans and some photo negatives. 
Thanks to carelessness of Mr. Riddall in my absence while 


these were being loaded. 
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Burns Philp also shorted us one case of white 
bait in tins. An 01d practice of theirs to get additional 
material for the bachelors mess. 

Anchored at Gower Island at 1 P.M. Few natives 
off to sell vegetables. Ourselves engaged at stores and 
shifting cargo. 

Natives agreed to snare birds for us. 

September 19 (Friday). Gower Island. All hands 
engaged shifting stores and trimming ship. 4 natives en- 
gaged collecting specimens. They turned in good material. 
New cables and shackles were arranged. Ship rolling badly 
at anchor. 

September 20 (Saturday). Gower Island. Crew 
employed at stores and rigging. Natives brought off quan- 
' tities of large crabs and hundreds of pounds of sweet po- 
tatoes. I had the latter put in a large case and placed in 
layers with straw and excelsior as a packing to keep them 
from touching one another. I am pleased to say that by this 
arrangement we had sufficient potatoes for 3% weeks without 
their spoiling on us. 

Hunters brought in good material which engaged 
most of my time. 

September 21 (Sunday). Gower. At birds all day. 
5 live rails were brought aboard at one time. Riddall had 
his first work-out with me. Does fairly well. 

September 22 (Monday). Gower. Crew with locals 
engaged with firewood for ship. Hunters brought in excel- 


lent specimens at 4 P.M. 
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Anchor chain fouled on a large nigger head coral 
and parted due to heavy strain from ground swell. Was 
necessary to put to sea at once as we have no spare latee 
anchor. 

I should have liked another day on Gower to com- 
plete our series. 

September 23 (Tuesday). At sea. Enroute Ronca- 
dor Reef. Labelling specimens all day. 78 specimens rep- 
resenting 20 species were obtained on Gower. 

September 24 (Wednesday). Roneador Reef. Sighted 
this reef at 6 A.M., proceeded inside the lagoon 2 1/2 
miles to anchorage at 3 P.M. Only a few rocks are visible 
at low tide at other times the whole reef is awash. 

A few noddy terns were observed flying about the 
reef. No petrels were sighted. 

September 25 (Thursday). Roncador Reef. To the 
north end of the lagoon with small boat in the morning. 
Ashore on the reef but found walking very difficult because 
of gigantic clams embedded in the reef. Absolutely no birds 
except caSual noddy terns whieh we believe are from nearby 
Ontong Java. 

Put to sea azain at noon for Ontong Java. 

September 26 (Friday). Ongtong Java. Sighted 
Ongtong Java at daylight, entered the Kaveiko Passage at 
8 A.M. and proceeded to anchorage off Leueneua Island at 
11 A.M, 

Engine running spasmodically with stern gland 


leaking badly. 
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Pound the interisland boat 'Meteora' anchored 
and loading copra. Aboard for a few Supplies and stern 
gland packing. Concluded to wait until this vessel leaves 
before collecting specimens as we are supposedly here in 
distress. 

September 27 (Saturday). Ongtong Java. 'Meteora' 
Sailed at daylight. Crew to work Scrubbing ship. Riddall 
employed taking down the engine. 

Myself ashore to visit the two traders Tas Walton 
and MeGinn. Found they were both down with fever. 

This island abounds in malarial fever which 
disease is carrying off the native population rapidly. 

The natives are Polynesian, fearfully lazy and 
not interested in hunting or trapping birds. 

Visited the old chief and asked him to toll off 
some hunters for me. He relue tantly promised to do so but 
none put in an appearance. 

Made a sortie into the bush. Only a few birds 
were sighted and heard. I did encounter mosquitoes in 
droves which breed in the Soggy taro swamps (native made) 
that are located in the middle of the island. 

September 28 (Sunday). Ongtong Java. Moved 
some collecting gear ashore to Mr. MeGinn's house where [ 
Shall set up shop and begin collecting birds. The old Chief 
gave me@ a small boy (a monkey) who will carry my shooting 


bag while I am collecting. Into the bush and obtained a 


few specimens. 
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September 29 (Monday). Ongtong Java. Deluge of 
rain all day. Riddall down with fever. Cavtain and crew 
employed about ship. Myself to a colony of lesser noddy 
terns which were nesting in the low trees at the opposite 
end of the island. 

September 30 (Tuesday). Ongtong Java. Crew ob- 
tained white sand with which to scour decks which will be 
oiled later on. Riddall finished packing stern gland. 

Myself collecting along the beach. 

October 1 (Wednesday). Ongtong Java. With Mr. 
McGinn in a native canoe to a small island where we found 
man-o'-war birds and red-footed boobies which had just 
finished nesting. A number of specimens were collected. 

October 2 (Thursday). Ongtong Java. Riddall 
down with fever again. I am afraid I put my money on 4 
losing horse. As matters stand I doubt if I could have 
made a better choice than Riddall, for I have yet to find 
a young Australian who will work conscientiously. 

Grew employed setting a new jib stay and 
painting outside of vessel. A few svecimens were obtained. 

October 3 (Friday). Ongtong Java. Collected a 
number of flying foxes, prepared these and hung the skulls 
outside the house to air and dry. A dirty yellow village 
dog was caught in the act of stealing skulls and was shot, 
much to the annoyance of the villagers. 

October 4 (Saturday). Ongtong Java. Captain 
and crew watering ship. The present rains have made this 


task easy. Riddall and Chinése cook down with fever. My- 
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self around the island but not much good material. The 
humidity and oppressiveness of this low island is getting 
on my nerves terribly. 

October 5 (Sunday). Ongtong Java. Captain availed 
himself of the sunshine and oiled all of the decks of the 
ship. They look very well indeed. Captain informs me that 
he will require two more days with rigging and sails before 
he is ready to leave. Worked on birds all day. 

October 6 (Monday). Ongtong Java. Captain and 
erew at rigging. Myself combing the bush systemmatically. 
I have acquired a serious dose of Dabie itch which I am 
treating by painting my body with iodine. The treatment is 
most severe but is producing encouraging results. 


Collected an example of the common fruit vigeon 





(Ducula pacifica). They are very rare here having been shot 
out by the local plantation overseers. 

October 7 (Tuesday). Ongtong Java. A verfect 
pig of a day. Rained so hard I couldn't get out of the 
house. McGinn down with fever. Spent my time doctoring my 
dobie itech. No collecting. 

October 8 (Wednesday). Ongtong Java. Riddall 
tried to start the engine this morning but without success. 
Upon examination he discovered several pieces of metal in 
the oil sump which means that part of the innards are broken. 
Riddall tried to convince us that the Chinese cook had been 
tampering with the machine, but I am inclined to believe 


that it was just engine and nothing more. 


Captain Lang and I after some discussion decided 
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to sail the ship to Panape as we still have a good following 


breeze, which should carry us all of the way. 

We discarded the idea of going to Rabaul in the 
Mandated Territory of New Guinea as being too costly and 
too extravagant in length of time. 

There is a possibility that we may find engineers 
in the Caroline Islands. 

Ye concluded to sail with the first favorable 
wind. 

October 9 (Thursday). Ongtong Java. Over to the 
small islands in an outrigger with McGinn. The canoe broke 
up in the swell and we were forced to swim ashore. Con- 
tinued on foot to the man-o'-war bird rookery and obtained a 
number of specimens. 

Returning we were forced to wait until 11 P.M. 
for a low tide which would enable us to wade the reef be- 
tween the islands. Reached home at midnight. 

October 10 (Friday). To sea. Captain ashore at 
daylight announcing that he was ready to go. Hurried all 
duffle on board, hove up the anchor and sailed the whole day 
across the long lagoon. Passed through the northern reefs 
at 4 P.M. and set our course for the Carolines. 

Myself engaged all day making up specimens. 

October 11-25. (Enroute Panape. The whole time 
Spent sailing due north along the 160th parallel. 

We were favored by light but fair winds all of the 


time. 


For 5 days I was incapacitated with a very severe 
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dose of malarial fever, accompanied by a high temperature 
(106°) and spasmodic delerious spells. My loss of weight 
during this illness was astounding being 30 pounds in 5 days. 

A number of petrels (migrants), white-tailed tropic 
birds. Boobies and terns were collected enroute. 

Captain Lang was able to accomplish a considerable 
number of needed adjustments aboard ship during fair 
weather, | 

Saturday, October 25 we sighted Penape Island, 


our destination. 
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On September 4th and 5th, 1929, while enroute 
from Kieta, Bougainville Island to Faisi, Shortland Group, 
the following birds were taken at sea: 


Sula leucogaster 1 
Sterna dougalli 4 
Sterna sumatrana 1 
Sterna fuscata 1 


During the days of September 11, 13, 1929, while 
'France’ was anchored at Paisi, Shortland Groun, the fol- 
lowint birds were collected. 


Demi egretta sacra 1 
Haliastur indus 1 
Charadrius dominicus 2 
Tringa hypoleuca 4 
Sterna bergii 4 

Sterna sumatrana 1 
Sterna dougalli 11 
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Choiseul Collections 

Choiseul, the northernmost island of the British 
Solomon Islands Protectorate, lies to the westward of Ysabel 
Island and to the eastward of Bougainville Island. Choiseul 
Bay situated on the western side of Hie northern end of the 
island is located in latitude 6° 41' 8., longitude 156° 25° 
E. and is hereby used to designate the position of the is- 
land. 

Choiseul has never been surveyed, but is thought 
to be about 100 miles long by 15 to 20 miles wide. ‘The ig- 
land, for the most part, is mountainous, with a uniform 
central range of 2000 to 2500 feet elevation running through 
two-thirds of its length. The northern western extremity is 
lowland with considerable marshy areas. ‘The southern end is 
also low, flat and swampy, with the exception of Tauro Peak 
ROWS), ax AeA aA. IAT Gnere of tus tee 
thickly wooded. Considerable reef is reported to lie off- 
shore om the southern side of the island, but was not en- 
countered by the schooner 'France.' 

Formerly the island supported a large population 
of rather dark skinned natives. These have died out in re- 
cent years until only a few scattered villages are found 
along the coast and possibly one or two isolated villages in 
the interior. 

Ye found the natives listless, dirty, lazy and 
covered with island sores. They presented a pitiful ap- 


pearance, 


Their houses, for the most part, are built on the 
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ground, are huddled together, are dirty and unkept. The 


gardens we observed were small and not very clean. 

During my time on board, the 'France' visited 
Choiseul Island from September 15 to November 5, 1929. This 
was the second visit to the islands by this expedition as 
Beck had spent some time there late in 1927. 

A summary of the time and collecting areas as 
listed by Hamlin is included as follows: 

1. Choiseul Bay--lowland. 16 days. 


Hamlin (one day) Mayr, Coultas, 
Eyerdam, Teora. 


2. Senga--lowland and mountains. 9 days. 
Hamlin, David, Charley. 

3. Sumbi--lowland 14 days 
Teora. 


4. Wurulata River, Mount Gourdin (2500 ft.) 12 da 
Mayr, Coultas, Charley 


5. Bambatani--lowland 6 davs. 
Hemlin, Eyerdam, David. 


6. Kulambangra River--lowland. 4% days. 
Hamlin, tyerdam, David 


7. Tauro--lowland. 5 days. 
Hamlin, Hyerdam, David. 


8. Later--Tauro and Kumburu. 18 days. 
Native David. 


Summary of Choiseul [sland Collections. The names sre pro-~ 


visional as designated by Dr. “'ayr at the time the collec- 
tions were made. 


1. Ardea (Butorides) 1 specimen. 
Along the rivers inland. Apparently crab-eater. 


2e Demi egretta sacra. None 
Along seacoast and lower portion of rivers. 


5. Nyeticorax 2 specimens. 
Along coast. 


4. Dupetor 1 specimen. 
Obtained in mangrove swamp. 
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4nas superciliosa 3 gpecimens. 
Inhabits rivers inland. 


Aviceda subecristata 7 specimens. 
Lowland,esvecially old native gardens. 


Haliastur indus 5 specimens. 
Seacoast and along rivers inland. 


Aecipiter novae hollandia 11 specimens. 
Most common of the small hawks found every- 
where, up to at least 1500 feet elevation. 
Also coconut plantations. 


Haliastur spenurius None. ; 
Mayr's observation along seacoast.* Hinds amas 


Accipiter (fasciatus) albogularis ? 2 specimen 
In the lowlands, rarely seen. 


Accipiter eichhorni 4 specimens. 
Rarely seen, Lowland and mountain forest. 


Haliaetus (sea eagle) 4 specimens. H. sanford’ 
Distributed all over the island--seacoast, 
lowland, and mountain forest. 


Milvis migrans (?) 1 specimen. . 
Same as above. ~#. tudes jor: 


Pandion haliaetus None. 
Observed along the seacoast. 


Megapodius 4 specimens. 

Common in lowland forest and old native gar- 

dens. Rare in the hill forests up to 600 ft. 
L 

Forest Rail (Gymnocrex?) None. * . 

Hamlin observed one specimen in the cane 

brakes of a mountain creek. ’ 


Porphyrio 2 specimens. 
In native gardens and secondary bush. Con- 
sidered by locals as a pest. 


Charadrius 2 specimens. 
Seacoast and cleared areas. 


Tringa hypoleuca 1 specimen. 
Seacoast. 


Tringa species 1 specimen. 
Same. 


Tringa flavipes 1 specimen. 
Same. 
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22. Numenius 1 specimen. 
same. 


23. Turnstone arenaria None. 
Observed by Mayr. 


24. Ssterna bergii 3 specimens. 
seacoast. 


25. Sterna dougalli. 1 specimen. 
Seacoast. 


26. Ptilinopus superbus 7 specimens. 
Common in the lowland forest and the high 
mangrove trees, single snecimens in the hill 
forest up to a thousand feet. 


27. Ptilinopus erythrothorax 14 specimens. 
Red-breasted fruit dove. Lowland and moun- 
tain forest, especially in fruit trees in 
mountain forest. In flocks. = gid 

= | 


28. Ducula rubricera 4 specimens. 
Common in lowland and mountain forest. 


29. Dueula pistrinaria None. 
Lowland forest close to the coast and very 
common on small islands. 


30. Columba vitiensis 1 Specimen. 
True forest. 


31. Macropygia rufa 2 specimens. 
Lowland forest. 


32. Turcoenas crassirostris 5 specimens. 
Pound in hill valleys. 


33. Chalcophaps stephani 4 specimens. 
Common in the true forest and undergrowth as 
well. 


34. Caloenas nicob¥arica none. 
Irregular distribution, lowland and hill 
forest. Sometimes in colonies on small out- 
lying islands. 


35. Microgoura meeki None. 
According to natives, has been destroyed or 
driven into the interior by domestic cats 
gone wild. Natives of the Tauro district re- 
port having seen the bird in the fall of 1928. 
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Bas cardinalis 4 specimens. 

Lowlands especially coconut plantations and 
mangroves. Scattered hands sometimes found in 
the mountain forests. 


Trichoglossus 5 specimens. 
Lowlands, almost restricted to coconut planta- 
tions. 


Cacatua 2 specimens. 
Common everywhere. Very noisy. 


Micropsitta 7 specimens. 

Lowlands and highlands, esnecially se¢éondary 
growth. Mostly in small flocks searching for 
white ants' nests. 


Eelectus 4 specimens. 

Common, especially in native gardens and 
secondary growth. Found up to 2500 ft. Very 
troublesome to native crops. 


Geoffreyus. 6 specimens. 
High trees in lowland and mountain forest. 
They have a remarkable song. 


Chaleites lucidus 1 specimen. 
One specimen found in a native garden near the 
coast. 


Eudynamis scolopacia 4 specimens. 
Lowland forest. 


Pseudotynx solomonensis 1 specimen. 
One specimen taken by Hamlin in lowland forest. 


Spiloglaux 2 specimens. 
Lowland and mountain forest. 


Collocalia None. 
Two species observed along rivers, open Spaces 
and native gardens. 


Hemiprocne mystacea 7 specimens. 
Cpen spaces, esnecially dead trees. Planta- 
tions, mangrove forests and native gardens. 


Alcedo aithis 1 specimen. 
"all rivers which have steep banks above them." 


Aleyone nusilla 4 specimens. 
Found in the mangroves and lowland rivers. 


Ceyx lepidus 3 specimens. 
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In this dense zrowth of the lowland and hill 
forest, especially in old native gardens and 
river flats. 


Cec LOW 
Halcyon (koloprdittos?) 12 specimens. 
Lowland forest. 


Halcyon sancta 11 specimens. 

Everywhere in open spaces, especially near the 
coast and native gardens. Mostly in lower 
trees and shrubs. 


Haleyon chloris 6 specimens. 

On very high trees, high mangroves, single 
trees in native gardens, lowland and highland — 
forest. 


Halcyon saurophaga 5 specimens. 
Everywhere along the beach and the back water 
of rivers. 


EZurystomas orientalis. 5 specimens. 

Open country, native gardens, occasionally see 
in the bush near open spaces and never in the 
highlands. 


Rhyticeras plicatus 4 specimens. 
Found everywhere, all elevations, sometimes in 
the tops of fruit trees gathering in flocks. 


Pitta %3 specimens. 

Found in the mountain valleys heard calling in 
the early morning, late evening and during 
rainy weather. 


Hirundo talaitica 1 snecimen. 
Common in the open country, especially near the 
coast. 


Coracina papuensis. 19 specimens. 

Common everywhere near salt water, i.e. coco- 
nut plantations, mangrove, native gardens, 
gmall island bush. Much rarer in the true low- 
land forest--rarely, if ever, found at higher 
elevations. 


Graucalus lineatus 3 specimens. 
Seldom in the hill forest. 


Hdolisoma schisticeps 12 specimens. 
Possibly same as 62. Lowland and lower eleva- 
tions. 


Edolisoma (pseudomontanum ?) 3 specimens. 


Lowland and hill forest up to 500 ft. An- 
parently rare. 
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Turdus. Thrush. None. 
Not observed. 


Pachycephala. 50 specimens. 

Everywhere. Most common bird of the true 
forest, preferring undergrowth to high trees. 
Can easily be attracted by immitating its call 


Rhipidura leusophrys 2 specimens. 
Common about native gardens, open spaces, up 
rivers, along the beach. Likes to build nest 
over open water, not found in dense forest or 
even dark mangrove. Nesting in October. 


COKe ehh: 
Rhipidura (albepuncta) 12 specimens. 
In true forest, mangrove and edge of native 
gardens. 


Rhipidura rufifrons 9 specimens. 
True bush and mangrove forest,also edge of 
native gardens. 


Monarecha cinerascens. 3 specimens. 
Always on small islands,never on the mainland. 


Monarcha castaneiventris 12 specimens. 
iverywhere in lowland true forest, rarer at 
higher elevations. 


Monareha arses 17 specimens. 

Only found in the hill and mountain forest. 
Miun'a 

Mo aos manees site 17 specimens. 

Everywhere, mangrove, old native gardens, low- 
land, and mountain forest. 


Mino dumontii 5 specimens. 
iverywhere, but more common around plantations 
and in the lowland. Not social. Very noisy. 


Aplonis metallica 6 specimens. 

Lowlands and especially open places, around 
cultivated areas, apparently not in the moun- 
tains. Nests in colonies in high trees. 


Aplonis ecantaroides 3 specimens. 

Lowlands, rare in the hills, common incoconut 
plantations, nests singly in coconut trees 
and dead timber. 


Aplonis grandis 11 specimens. 
More common around plantations and in the low- 
lands. 
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76. Corvus 19 specimens. 
Much more common in the hill forest, not in 
the open land. Social, easily attractei by 
immitation of their call. *"ruit eater. 


77. Cinnyris jugularis 8 specimens. 
In all secondary growth such as coconut plan- 
tations and native gardens, mangrove swamps. 
Never in the true forest. 

78. Myzomela lafargei 21 specimens. 
iverywhere, perhaps more common in the high- 
lands. 

79. Dicaeum 14 specimens. 
liverywhere, especially in the open country and 
in the secondary growth. 

80. Zosterops 21 specimens. 
Jverywhere in high and low altitudes, more 
common in old native gardens and at the edge 
of the forest. Almost always in flocks. 
Making a total of 70 species, represented by 


462 individuals. 


Choiseul Island (David) 

Between November 3-24, 1929, while the 'France! 
was enroute Tulagi from Choiseul Island, Native David re- 
mained at the S/E end of Choiseul and brought together a 
collection of highly desirable species represented by 42 
specimens. His collecting was done around the villages of 
Tauro and Kumboro. The collections made by David are not 


listed with the Choiseul Island report. 
San Cristoval Collections 


San Cristoval (Bauro) (Makira) Island is the lar- 
gest island at the southeastern end of the Solomon Group. 


It is 78 miles in length by 22 to 25 miles in width. ‘The 
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position of the southern end is given as latitude 10° 48' g., 


longitude 1629 17' i. 

The island is mountainous with peaks reaching 
4000 feet elevation toward the southeastern end. The whole 
of the island is well wooded. 

The natives are among the light skinned Melane- 
sians of the group. They are well behaved, peaceful and 
good agriculturalists. ‘he population in 1925 was esti- 
mated at 7000. These people live in orderly villages and 
keep moderately clean gardens. Food shortages are rare 
among them. 

Messrs. Mayr,Eyerdam, and I collected in the 
mountain from December 1 to December 23. Camp was estab- 
lished at the re of Huno Goldaha some 15 miles from 
the east coast at an elevation of 1900 feet and hunting 
was carried on to an elevation of 4000 feet. 

Native hunters were enployed with success thro ugh- 
out all of our stay. 

From December 26-28 some collecting was done on 
the seacoast at Kira Kira harbor. 

AS practically all of our time during this trip 
was spent in camp preparing Specimens, no notes on birds 
were undertaken. 

Rollo Beck collected lowland material from this 
island early in 192”, 


Birds Collected in the mountains of San Cris- 
toval Island, December 1929, 


The list is provisional and in alphabetical order 
as made in the fiel@. Names were given by Dr. Mayr at the 
time of collecting material. 
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Name 


Aceipiter (black) 
Alcedo atthis 
Aplonis 

Ardea 

Aviceda subcristata 
Cacomantis 

Ceyx lepidus 
Charmosyna 

Columba vitiensis 
Dicrurus (dronza) 
Domicella 

Ducula pacifica 
Hdolisoma 
Hurystomas orientalis 
Fallicolumba 
Geoffroyus 

Geo pitta 

Graucalus lineatus 
Haleyon chloris 
Hemiprocne mystacea 
Hypotinidia phillipensis 
Lalage 

Lorius vectoralis 
Nacropygia 
Megapodius 
Meliarchus 
Microecornis 
Mteropsitta 
Monarcha arses 
Monareha castaneoventris 
Monarcha menadengis 
Myzomela nigrita 
Pachyeephala 
Philloscopus 
Porphyrio 

Porzana fusca 
Pseudo sitta 

Pseudo porphyrio 
Ptilinopus 
Ptilinopus rivolii 
Rhipidura 

Rhipidura tufifrons 
Rhipidura rufiventris 
Sericornis 
Spiloglaux 
Turcoenas crassi 
Z0sterops 


Native Name 
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Puss puss si‘ ah 
Manu woru woru “tah 
Gara gara si “ah 
Bera bera hor “utah 
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There are four additional species known to the 


natives of which we did not obtain specimens: 


Large owl 
Hagle 


Small hawk 
Small swift 


collocalia 
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Birds Collected on Seacoast, 


Aplonis metal lies 

Chalcophaps stephani 

Ducula pacifica 

Geoffroyus 

Halcyon chloris 

Macropygia 

Meliarechus 

Micropsitta 

Monarcha arses = bo trate 
Monarcha menadensis = lagiasgete 
Myzomela nigrita 

Myzomela rubra < prbernmna 
Porzana 

Ptilinopus (ri vo1ts) ah rn oy tsntss 
Rhipidura rufifrons 


Trichoglossus 


Total species collected San Cristobal 


Total individuals collected San Cristobal 416 


San Cristobal, Dec. 1929 
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Santa Anna Collections 


Santa Anna or Awa Raha in latitude 10° 50' g., 
longitude 162° 27' BE. lies about 6 miles southeastward of 
Cape Surville, the eastern extremity of San Cristoval Is- 
land. It is an example of a raised atoll, nearly circular 
in length about 2 1/2 miles by 2 miles in width. There are 
two fresh or brackish water lakes in the interior and the 
whole surface of the island with the exception of cultivated 
patches is well wooded. The highest point on the island is 
about 520 feet. Some mangrove swamp is encountered on the 
island as well. 

There are about 200 natives living in two very or- 
derly villages situated at opposite sides of the island. 
These people are quiet, peaceful and a mixture of Polynesian 
and ‘Melanesian. They are poor agriculturaélists but good 
fishermen. Coconuts grow in profusion around the coastline. 

From December 29, 1929 to January 9, 1930 Messrs. 
Mayr, Reda tsi ai ted this island while awaiting Hamlin and 
fhe schooner 'France.' A small collection of 19 species 
represented by 63 individuals was brought ba during 
this time. Inclement weather and laok atimgbort ata ham- 
pered the work. 

Rollo Beck had collected on this island early in 
E927 « 

An alphabetical list of specimens obtained is 


given as follows. 
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Birds Collected Santa Ana Island, Solomons, Jan. 1923 
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Strix alba 
Makes 19 species and 6% individuals. 


During the time Mayr, Eyerdam and I were collec- 
ting on San Cristoval Island, Mr. Hamlin managed to bring 
together a few specimens on islands near Tulagi. His eol- 
lecting areas are listed as follons: 


Beuna Vista Island--north of N'gela or Florida 
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Island. January 6-7, 1930. Hamlin, David, Charley, 22 


specimens. 
Florida Island. . January 8, 1930. Same party. 
7 specimens. 
fulagi. January 11, 1930, One native. 6 speci- 


mens. 


Malaita Collections 


Malaita (Mala) Island, latitude 9° 05'S., longi- 
tude 161° 05' &., is described in H. 0. 165 as follows: 

"One of the Solomon Islands main group, lies about 25 miles 
northward of the western end of Bauro Island, and is moun- 
tainous and thickly wooded. Its shore in places is low and 
lined with mangroves; in others it consists of dark coral 
and, a few feet above the sea, wooded to the waters edge. 
The land rises gradually from the shore to the ranges in the 
middle of the Island, which vary in height from 600 feet to 
about 4000 feet. Mount Kolovrat, its summit, is 4275 feet 
above high water. Malaita is 135 miles long northwestward 
and southeastward and 19 miles in breadth. ” 

The natives of Malaita, along with those of Tanna 
in the New Hebrides have always been considered the most 
warlike in the Pacific. 

They are sturdy, aggressive, independent and sueh 
g0od workmen that these boys have always been eagerly sought 
after by black birders and later recruiters. 


Up to within the past few years very little was 
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known about the interior of the island as most whites con- 


sidered the risk too great in attempting a penetration. 

More recently, the interior has been opened up to 
some extent by Government patrols, missionaries and others. 

The population of “alaita has been recorded ag 
60,000 individuals but I doubt whether there were over a 
third that number at the time of our visit in 1930. 

The salt water people are shrewd, industrious, 
fishermen who trade the produce of the sea (shell money in- 
cluded) with the mountain men who in turn have agricultural 
produce to spare. 

The Malaita men with the exception of some salt 
water tribes live apart from one anotier in houses placed 
On some advantageous point on a ridge or hillside. The 
houses are placed on the grounds-often vartly in the ground 
as a furtherance in protection--are dirty, even filthy, not 
lighted and unventilated. The inhabitants offset their 
sceming unsanitary abodes by building little stone walks 
about their habitat which they line with an assortment of 
flowers and plants. 

It has been the custom for years for each re- 
turning boy to bring with him some botanical specimen from 
another locality. Thus one sees plants and flowers from 
Samoa, Fiji, Queensland and the other islands of the group, 
growing in profusion near each human dwelling. 

Thirteen or more distinct languages are spoken on 
the island. Formerly incessant warfare was carried on by 


each of the tribes or groups. 
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The expedition reached Auki, Malaita on Saturday 


January 25, 1930 and collected with interruptions until 
April 18, 1930. The whole of the campaign with results has 
been admirably reported by Dr. Ernst Mayr in American Museum 
Novitates No. 504, 

Two exceptions must be made to the running account 
of the report. 

(1) On the sketch plan of Malaita, page 3. Mount 
Torambusu should be marked and located as lying N/W of 
Erigomano. 

(2) In bird collecting localities, page 2. 
Wangafufu is not near Aurola but very close to the top of 
Mount Torambusu. It is on the same mountain side of the 
latter and a good 10 miles from Aurola. 

The collections made on Malaita were recorded 
from the field as follows: 


Demiegretta sacra 1 specimen. 
Common, Only the blue phase was observed on 


Nycticorax 1 specimen. 
Lowlands. Not common, especially around mangrove 
Swamps and flat country. 


Butorides striatus 2 specimens. 
Lowland bird river flats and along the coast. 


Anas superciliosa 1 specimen. 
Inhabits the rivers. 


Accipiter novaehollandia 1 specimen. 

Taken between 2000 and 3000 feet on mountain 
Slope. Collected in true forest by native. The 
only one observed,apparently not common. 


Accipiter albogularis 1 specimen. 
Taken on mountain slope 1500 feet. Usually found 
in the highlands. 


Aviceda subcristata 1 specimen. 
Not found much above 1000 feet. Has a charac- 
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teristic call. Very uncommon, one seen and taken. 
Often in low trees at the edge of native gardens. 


Pandion haliaetus 1 specimen. 
Fairly common along the seacoast. 


Megapodius 1 specimen. 
Lowland bird, feeds mostly on molluseca. Common, 
found along river bottoms. 


Porphyrio 3 specimens. 
verywhere around native gardens to which they do 
much damage. 


Actitus hypoleucos 1 specimen. 
Along shore. Usually individuals, not flocks. 


Pluvialis dominucus 
Cleared areas, native gardens, sometimes foreshore 
and reefs. 


Ptilinopus superbus 21 specimens. 
Has a wide range. Taken up to 3000 feet. Common. 


Ptilinopus solomonensis 39 specimens. 

Common in the highest altitudes. In trees of 
medium height. Nest observed, a few twigs loosely 
thrown together in branch of a limb at 15 feet 
above the ground. 


Ptilinopus lewisi 14 specimens. 

Found up to 2000 feet. This is the most common 
dove. Lowland mountain forest. Feeds in small 
flocks, 


Dueula pistrinaria None, 
Common along the coast and on the small islands. 


Ducula brenchleyi 1 specimen. 
One specimen taken on the coast at Su'u. 


Ducula rubricera 14 specimens. 

Common throughout the whole island, especially in 
the lowlands where they congregate at night. In 
high trees where they feed. ‘Their characteristic 
Gall betrays their presence. 


Columba vitiensis 2 specimens. 
Highland bird. Mountain forest. 


Gymnophaps 22 specimens. 

Highland bird, true mountain forest not below 3000 
feet. Quite common. Very often found in small 
flocks of 5 to 8. 
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Tureoenas crassirostris 9 specimens. 
Found everywhere. Usually in high trees along 
river bottoms, as well as true mountain forest. 


Macropygia rufa 25 specimens. 
More common in the highlands. Found up to highest 
elevations 4000 feet. True forest. 


Chalcophaps 9 specimens 

Lowland bird to about 2000 feet. Inhabits secondar 
growth, true forest and seacoast. On the ground 
and low shrubs. Common. 


Bes cardinalis 6 specimens. 
Lowland bird, common coconut plantations, low] and 
forest. Feeds in big flocks. 


Lorius chlorocereus 48 svecimens. 

Lowland bird up to 3000 feet. More common near 
the salt water. Flies and feeds in flocks in the 
true Towland forest. Rarely found in coconut 
plantations. 

Trichoglossus % specimens. 

Common everywhere to 3000 feet. Usually in small 
flocks. They keep up a continuous chatter while 
on the wing. 


Gharmosyna margarethae 21 specimens. 

Highland bird as we observed it not below 3000 
feet. Feeding and traveling in flocks. In high 
trees more common than the following species. 


Charmosynepsis palmarum 14 specimens. 

Highland bird also, moves about very quickly in 
the tops of high trees; hard to shoot. Not ob- 
served below 3000 feet. Found singly. 


Cacatua 9 specimens. 

Common. iverywhere but more common in. the low-= 
lands. Congregates in high trees, very noisy. 
Frequently calls while on the wing. 


Micropsitta 8 specimens. 

Fairly common up to 3000 feet, seem to be more 
common in the higher elevations than in the low- 
lands. No mountain species. In hightrees in the 
true forest; feeds on tree trunks, more often 
heard than seen. 


Eelectus pectoralis 12 specimens. 

Up to 3000 feet but not often found in the moun- 
tain forest. Around secondary growth, native gar- 
dens. Very noisy. More common in the lowlands. 
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Geoffreyus 27 specimens. 

Common. Found everywhere to the highest eleva- | 
tions but more common in the lowlands. Usually 
in pairs. 


Cuculus optatus 1 specimen. 
Secondary bush in the lowlands. 


Cacomantis variolasus 6 specimens. 

Pound everywhere, to the top of the highest range. 
Calls both night and day. Fairly common. Feeding 
parents not known. 


Hudynamis scolopacea 2 specimens. 

More common along the coast in the true forest, 
very high trees. One taken by a native at 2000 
feet. Very difficult to find. They are ventrilo- 
quists and hide themselves securely. 


Urodynamis taitensis 1 specimen. 
Taken by a native in the true forest at 2000 feet. 
Usually found in the lowland forest. 


Ninox 2 specimens. 

One additional in aleohol. All three were taken 
by natives in the mountain plateaus 3000 feet. 
Were heard in the mountains to 4000 feet. Not 
frequently heard at night. Natives were hesitant 
about obtaining specimens, probably because the 
bird is wrapped up in their culture. 


Tyto alba 1° specimen. 

One taken at 2000 feet by a native who hit it with 
a stone. This species is evidently a casual 
visitor to Malaita ag most of the natives had 
never seen a specinen before this one was brought 
in. 


Hemiprocne mystacea 7 specimens. 

Lowlands to 2000 feet. tofteas branches of trees 
around and in native gardehs and along rivers. 
Ceyx lepidus 1 specimen. 

One taken by a native along a mountain stream. Not 
common and difficult for natives to obtain. Severa 
were heard. Not as numerous as in the western 
Solomons, 


Haleyon chloris 12 specimens. 

Common, native gardens, along rivers to their 
Source. Dead limbs or twigs in the tops of trees, 
Nests in holes in trees. 


Eurystomas orientalis 10 specimens. 
Lowland to 2000 feet. Around native zardens 
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secondary bush. Common. 


Rhyticeros plicatus 5 specimens. 

Hyerdam's specialty. Found everywhere but prefers 
to nest in the warmer lowlands. Common in patches 
according to his food supply, has a.high range of 
flight. 


Coracina papuensis 32 srecimens. 

Found tothe highest elevations which is unusual. 
More common along the coast. Frequents native 
gardens, secondary growth and true forest. Common. 
Mixed up in native culture. 


Coracina lineata 21 specimens. 

Found to the highest elevation but more common be- 
tween 1000 and 4000 feet. Frequents high trees 
rarely in secondary growth. Common. 


Hdolisoma holopolium 47 specimens. 

Throughout the island but most common in the high- 
lands. Common at %000 feet and above. Few were 
taken in the lowlands. Secondary growth and true 
forest. 


Hdolisoma tenuirostre %4 specimens. 

Found to the highest elevation but decidedly more 
common below 2000 feet, secondary bush and true 
forest, common. 


Mino dumontii 38 specimens. 
Common up to 3000 feet. Secondary growth and true 
forest. 


Aplonis metallica % specimens. 

Very common lowland bird; found around coconut 
plantations and native gardens, nests in colonies 
in isolated trees. 


Aplonis grandis 42 specimens. 

More common below 2000 feet is found on the edge 

of native plantations, in secondary growth and low- 
land forest nests in fairly high trees. 


Pachycephala sanfordi 46 srecimens. 
Common everywhere to the highest elevations,in 
secondary growth and true forest. 


Monarcha castaneiventris 4% specimens. 
Found to the highest elevations. Common everywhere 


Monarcha barbata 53 specimens. 
Found to the highest elevations, but more common 
below 3000 feet. Secondary growth and true forest. 





‘Rom 


-afomtosag a ovtn eliza sorte & 
Teta sud stedwyieve bavel syiistes pie or 
efeq «i nomrod .chaaiwol veaxpy. pt yy aos 
senet daid 2 esd ,yfaqte boot eld of th tao: 

" a ~ 90 tip ert 


-onomceas S& etemestqsa saltoes6D 
suncms wi doldw enogtevets te ongid edj ot San0% 
evijan evaespesS tesco ed? gaofe comoo e1oM 
moo .Jso1ot owt? fos diworg pishovese .an i 

-Orui ius evidec at qu 

; gunemioace [S steenti anioawep 
flommes etom dud atitveavets teedgld eft of basot 
psort digi eadaenpeti .scet 000% fas COOL avewd 

.fommoD 6.fdwotmn yreboooee alt VaeRs 






él bre dt morty xx8 bneseg -Bhitelwol ord at pen 

aot = teerot 

es : 4 . 

ed" sxndeonisnet smoptiobi 

habiveb gd <0. Ie teedgid edd of | =e 
fas ded Panes sone 0008 woled nommo 

: nour ioe age 


-eremloage 8& sitnomuh ealM, a6 a 
} Bae dt nore ytebooost .teet 0008 oft ——_ — ic : 


; 

7 

-ecemteegqe & sollisiem elnolaa 4 

tuners Savors Susot ;btid Soslwol someon yxe¥ “ 
inefoo ot etsen ,ensbtssn evister bis enoltataaiq 
sees a ar al 


ebremtoe Sh albausts etnoLaa 

be oid oe Savot el t6e% roled somroo eTol 
has di@wote wradsooee ri ,enotaetaelg evivan to ' 

-€0e12 duid vit iet ai etseun seet0t bast 


- §eemtoce & porotnes sin iqeagdvet ; 
i, exottayele teedgid edd of exedwrteve sommed , a 
-tee%ot eur? bos siworg yrebooose a 


-O6mioece "S eletneviensteso adorenot i 
Miteve sommel ,exoldewete seotaid ot of Sane’ 7 


-snoectoegqa Be staduad scotecem 
mmroe estou jud ,anotisrele teertaid ode oF “aot 
fot contd foe diwotg etphacose  .200eF C008 weted 


a 








Myiagra ferrocyanea 51 specimens. 
Below 3000 feet. Around native gardens and 
secondary bush. 


Rhipidura leucophrys 2 specimens. 

Common in the lowlands, esnecially along rivers 
and found to about 1500 feet. Nests are built 
over the water on branches of trees, usually from 
two to three feet above the water. 


Rhipidura cockerelli 36 specimens. 

Up to 3000 feet, fairly common in its habitat. 
Largest number taken between 2000 and 3000 feet 
elevation. Feeds in low bushes and medium-sized 
trees. 


Rhipidura rufifrons 24 specimens. 
Found everywhere, even distribution up to 3000 
feet and not uncommon above. It is found close 
to the ground and in small trees. 


Rhipidura malaitae 36 specimens. 

Above 3000 feet, quite common in its habitat. 
Feeds alone in low bushes and medium-sized trees. 
Displays intermittently. 


Philloscopus trivirgatus 10 specimens. 
Highland bird above 2000 feet. In high trees in 
true forest. 


Cinnyris jugularis 11 Specimens. 
Lowlands, in flowering bushes ,native gardens, 
secondary growth. 


Myzomela cardinalis 65 Specimens, 
Common everywhere up to the highest elevations. 


Dicaeum aenewm 42 specimens. 

Found everywhere to the highest altitude but more 
common in the lowlands. specially in secondary 
growth and rarely in the true forests. 


4osterops stresemami 54 specimens. 
Found everywhere. Feeds in secondary bush. Not 
sO common above 3000 feet. 


Flying fox 15 specimens. 
iverywhere on the island. Usually spend the day- 
light hours hanging from the tops of high treeg, 


O' Possum 5 specimens, 
In the true forest. 


Birds known to oceur on Malaita through observation and 


report: 
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Birds of 
La 
2 
Be 
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Native names 


1. Demiegret 


Haliaetus leucogaster Observed, 


Amaurornis (Rail) Common Solomon Island 

rail recognized by natives from Specimens 
Shown them. Reported by native hunters but 
not taken. Probably mixe@ up in their culture 


Hirundo tahitica Observed, 
Collocaba 2 species observed. 
Aplonis cantaroides Observed. 
Haleyon saurophaga Observed. 
Dueula pvacifica Observed, 
Haliastur indus Observed, 


Small hawk, possibly faleon-seen by Hamlin. 
Aleedo atthis Heard, 

around bird. Possibly thrush or Gallicolumb 
Natives, though they saw the bird, would not 
obtain examples. It is a taboo bird in their 
culture. 

Centropus. Reported by older natives ag 
having occurred on the island many years ago. 
which there is no record. 

Pitta 

Crow 


Large owl 


Mountain Micropsitta 
of Malaita birds from the Ari Ari district. 


ta sacra Ah'u 


2. Nycticoraz Ho'u 


3. Butorides 
4. Anas supe 


5. Accipiter 


Suau're--ah'u 
reiliosa Ah lung'u 
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21. 


Aceipiter albogularis 


Aviceda subcristata 
Pandion haliaetus 
Megapodius 

Porphyrio 

Actitus hypoleucos 
Pluvialis dominicus 
Ptilinopus superbus 
Ptilinopus solomonensis 
Ptilinopus viridus 
Dueula brenchleyi 

Dueula rubricera 

Columba vitiensis 
Gymnophaps 

Coryphoenas crassirostris 
Macropygia rufa 
Chaleophans stephani 

Has cardinalis 

Lorius chlorocercus 
Trichoglossus 
Charmosyna 
Charmosynopsis 
Cacatua 
Micropsitta 
ielectus 3 Aka'la 
Geoffroyus 

Cuculus 


Cacomantis 
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50. 


52-6 
53-6 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 


Hudynamis 

Urodynamis 

Ninox 

Tyto alba 
Hemiprocne 

Ceyx 

Haleyon chloris 
Hurys tomas 
Rhyticeros 

Coracina papuensis 
Coracina lineata 
Hdolisoma holopolium 
Hdolisoma tenuirostris 
Mino dumontii 
Aplonis metallica 
Aplonis grandis 
Pachycephala 
Monarcha castaneiventris 
Monarcha barbata 
Myiagra 

Rhipidura leucophrys 
Rhipidura cockerelli 
Rhipidura rufifrons 
Rhipidura malaitae 
Phy lloscopus 
Cinnyris jugularis 
Myzomela cardinalis 


Dicaewum 
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62. Zosterops Di di o’ro 
Flying Fox Sah kwong gwo 
O'Possum Quoi as se’na 
Haliaetus Fan tah 
Amaurornis Dah “ah 


Ulava Island British Solomons 


Birds taken and observed by Hamnibal Hamlin, Mareh 20-20, 
1930, during his visit. 


VNino dumonti krefti---few taken. 
V?richoglossus haemotodus--none taken. 
YRhipidura tricolor--none taken. 
“Bush heron (Dupetor)--one taken. 
VHaleyon albicilla~-Observed. 
Cinnyris jug.---Observed. 
y Demiegretta sacra---observed. 
Y sdolisoma schisticeps---observed. 
“Graucalus papuensis---observed. 
Y aplonis metallicus---observed. 
“Aplonis cantaroides---observed. 
vAquila---observed. 
Y Haliastur indus---observed. 
These were all that were seen---Hamlin showed the natives birds 


of Malaita; Flycatchers, Fantails ete. but the natives of Ulava 
eould not recognize any of them. 
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Tulagi, Solomon Islands 


During the last days of April and first 
part of May 1930, while the ship was anchored in 
Tulagi Harbor, spasmodic collecting was carried 
on by lyerdam who brought in among other species 
a Centropus and a Brown heron (Butorides), neither 
of which had been taken previously by the expedi- 
tion at this locality. 
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Rennell Island, latitude 11° 50' 3., longitude 
160° 40' E., is situated about 90 miles south-southwestward 
from San Cristoval Island. It is some 50 miles long by 12 
or so miles through its widest nart. ‘The island is of uni- 
form height 400-500 fect is densely wooded and of a very 
rough coral formation, which makes walking in the bush a 
very difficult matter. Geologists refer to Rennell as the 
finest example in the world of a raised atoll. 

Further description of this island will be found 
in the text of this report. 

The expedition during its second visit collected 
on Rennell from May 17-29, 1930, during which time Hamlin 
and Eyerdam visited the lake region from May 20-26, 1930. 
One day, May 30, was spent on Bellona Island, the small ad- 
joining sister island to the westward. 

Bellona Island is some % 1/2 miles long by better 
than half a mile in width. It is of a different geological 
formation to Rennell, less coralline and more reddish 
Glayish composition. Neither does it attain a height of 
more than 150 feet above sea level. No safe anchorage is 
to be found except a 10-fathom patch of reef at the north- 
west corner of the island (Ahanga). A vessel is nnly able 
to cling to this reef in very calm weather. 

Bellona is less densely wooded than Rennell, but 
Supports more large trees and an abundance of native gfar- 
dens. The island supports a population of 4 or 5 hundred 
inhabitants who are agzressive, quarrelsome, and easily 


frustrated. 
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Our party was the first to ever penetrate the 


interior of the island. ‘Ye found orderly, well-constructed 


houses and excellent well-kept gardens. 


Although Rennell Island has been reported in 


Novitates Nos. 486 and 488 by Messrs. Mayr and Hamlin, the 


following notes are included from those made in the field. 
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Birds Collected "Nennell and Bellona, May 1930. 


Colymbus ruficollis 2 specimens. 

Common at the lake; nest is placed in the water close 
to the small islands. 

Phalacrocorax None. 

Observed at the lake but not taken as Hamlin had brought 
together a large series on his previous visit. 


Demi egretta sacra 2 specimens. 
Common along seacoast. Not at the lake; only dark phase > 
observed. 


Dupetor 1 specimen, 
Not common, seen only at the inland lake. 


Platalea 1 specimen. 

A few representatives at the lake. The natives at the 
lake apoear to know nothing about the bird. They report 
the bird as a permanent resident, but do not know any- 
thing about nest or nests of this species. 


treskiornis 2 specimens. 
Very common. Colonies arsjfound in high trees, in many 
parts of the island. 


Anas superciliosa None. 
This common duck was feund in abundance at the lake but 
was not taken as Hamlin had obtained a series formerly. 


Accipiter fasciatus 1 specimen. 

One svecimen was taken on Bellona Island but was not 
taken or observed on Rennell this time. Hamlin ob tained 
& specimen previously on Rennell. 


Rorphyrio None. 
This common species, having been taken in series pre- 
viously, was not collected. It was observed on both 


Rennell and Bellona. ‘The natives of the latter island 
fence in their gardens to keep out this pest. 
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ll. Sterna sumatrana 1 specimen, 
Found along tne seacoast and at the inland lake. 


14. Ptilinopus rhodostictus 2 specimens. 
Very common everywhere in the forest. The natives make 
pets of these birds. 


15. Ducula pacifica 4 specimens. ) 
Common, was feeding in tops of trees and occasionally 
near the ground throughout the island. 


16. Gallicolumba beccarii 9 Specimens. ' 
Not uncommon, apparently more to be found near the sea- 
coast than farther inland. Difficult to obtain because 
of its uncanny habit of rising from the ground and led 
through the underbrush. 


17. Caloenas nicobarica 1 snecimen. 
Found on the ground everywhere in the bush. 


18. Lorius chlorocerecus 1 specimen. 
Uncommon, always in the tops of trees, more nervous and 
excitable than on other islands where they have been en- 
countered. 


19. Geoffrayus 5 specimens. 
Fairly common, equally distributed throughout the island. 


20. Micropsitta 1 specimen. 
I should call it uncommon, several were heard but only 
one specimen was obtained. This species keeps to the 
higher trees inland. | 


21. Cacomantis 1 specimen. 
One specimen taken on Bellona Island near the beach. 


22a. Chaleites lucidus lucidus 3 gpecimens. 
Common, infact, abundant in the interior of the island. 


22b. Chaleites lucidus plagosus 2 specimens. 
One taken on Bellona ani one on Remnell. Same as former 
Species, 


23. Collocalia esculenta 13 specimens. 
Ve were fortunate enough to locate a roosting site in a 
limestone cave and thereby obtain a series of this spe- 
cies. Common. 


25. Halcyon chloris 5 specimens. 
Not common. Found in the interior, usually around 
cleared areas. 


27. Coracina lineata 4 specimens. 
Common everywhere in the bush. High and low trees ag 
well. 


> ew wer _ id 






areal. if og 6 xe 


-8nemicece § eabraieck | 
m eevitsnc silt -teo7ot odd ol eredwyreve 
yenzee seen? t 


. Som foeqs b seolitr efroug 
ifenotesoso bus esotd Yo Bqods ad ankbeet rot foe af 


-basfe! odd isod qwoudt Samo tg cma teen 


wii 
-@nentoers e@ iiteooed sdmfoollien of 
e edz taen haset od of stom ¥itcetsqqe ,m0 perms 


poed atetdo of timelttid .bnsiat reddtsat medz tesoo | 
= fine Sascxg edd mort eoteizt to ¢ided yaueoas e7] to ~ 
-Carrdretms edt dauords 


-tomicece [ aolesdooln ep ok 
sSerd edd oi sredwyreve bawerg, ed? say 


-Remicege [ eyotepotoise an cu lnor 481 
avovtenr exom ,gestt to eqot ed? ai eyseis jo ; 
ased evsd veda” sxedw abne fel. hetpteace ao aed? eidsitexe ~ 

_ ,bereiogoo — 


-anemtoede @ en = 
te ‘ed? gsodsso1ds ery dateis yilerpe —— tig c ts 


30 dud Brees. orem (etevee ,aomocas 2! ties phn ‘ote 
at o¢ aqeei seloega.sifi .becisids mee 6 
| ; : -boslal eeert ond resus ee 


temtocqa £ elstnemoosd £8 
.doved ae won bas fel enol Lea nO. — momtosge en > * 
“oagatonqs & ‘evAlont esblowt toledo ro 4 
sLet ef? to tottetant edi ai tusbards ,Jos ‘OnNOo 2 UG ‘ 
mcentosqe ££ aleossig eat test eet iefed® des. : % 
ot es omee .ffenmef oo sno fas enolfee ao re ee : 
F “40 oede 


LP 
y 


-stemloeqs &f atnel(wose #tfesolfod 8S 
} ette wrttescot 2 etpcol of dgvone etgsasttel orew si 
s eidt *o eeiteae vw aletdo ydetedst tre sveo enotdsemil 


-fomoS elo _' 4 
sarenl cere & elvolde moye fel oS - 
bovose vileuver ,tofiedeh oft mf bawot  .nemniee sor : ‘ 


-BfETS pomtere 


-anenloe qe’ S sisenll en 
2 gsett wol boe dai? .dead ed@ ni Srenayteve 


29 « 


30. 


31. 


326 


34, 


36. 


ot. 


38. 





Aplonis insularis 5 specimens. 

More common in the interior than seacoast. Found 
around gardens, cleared areas in lowitrees. The only 
member of this snecies we have encountered with a yellow 
iris. 


Turdus 22 specimens. 

Not uncommon, about tne same status as Gallicolumba. 
Found on the ground, in underbrush. Never gets more 
than 4 or 5 feet off the ground. Is very tame, even 
stupid in that it is not easily frightened. Will stand 
and look at the intruder for a matter of minutes before 
it will walk away. 


Gergoyne 2 specimens. 

Very common, found everywhere. Very tame and unas- 
suming. Often difficult to keep them from sitting on 
the end of the gun barrel. 


Pinarolestes 5 specimens. 

Very common, more often feeding and flying in smelt 
flocks. Very tame, will allow one to approach within a 
few fect of them when they are feeding or resting in 
bushes and small.trees. 


Rhipidura rennelliana 43 specimens. 
Very common everywhere in the bush. 


Pachyceephala 2 specimens. 
Common everywhere in the bush. 


Myzomela 9 specimens. 
Very common, found everywhere in the forest bush and 
around eleared areas. 


Zosterops 15 specimens. 

Common everywhere, usually in secondary growth, but als 
found in high trees. 

Woodfordia 15 specimens. 

Common everywhere in the underbrush and low trees. 


There is apparently no rail or megapode on the is- 


land as natives could not recognize these species from pic- 


tures shown to them. 


The osprey Pandion was observed along the coast. 


One species of Monarcha is reported from the is- 


land besides the Myiagra taken by Hamlin on his previous 


visit, Two species of Flying foxes were obtained also. 
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The Birds of Bellona Island 


Dupetor: Reported. 

Treskiornis: The most abundant bird on the is- 
land. 4 distinct rookeries were observed. 

Accipiter: One taken. 

Porphyrio: Observed. 

Ptilinopus: Observed. 

Dueuvla: Observed. 

Cacomantis: One taken. 

Chalcites plagosus: One taken. 

Callocalia: Observed. 

Haleyon chloris: Observed. 

Coracina lineata: Observed. 

Aplonis: Observed. 


Ninox: Reported by natives. 


A number of Rennell skins were shown to the 
Bellona natives, but none of the following species were 


recognized as being inhabitants of Bellona: 


Lorius Geoffroyus Micropsitta 
Turdus Gergoyne Pinarolestes 
Rhipidura Pachycephala Myzomela 
Zosterops Woodfordia 


The Flying fox is also reported from Bellona Is~ 


land though none were observed. 


Native Names: Rennell Birds 


Colymbus Manu sin“gi 
Demiegretta sacra Kungau 

Dupetor Teg go’u 
Platalea Ti manu on gah’u 


Tresktornis Ta goa 
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Anas superciliosa 
Sterna sumatrana 
Accipiter 
Ptilinopus 

Ducula pacifica 
Gallicolumba 
Caloenas nicobarica 
Lorius chlorocercus 
Geoffroyus 
Micropsitta 
Chalcites malayanus 
Ninox 

Collocalia 

Haleyon chloris 
Coracina lineata 
Aplonis insularis 
Turdus 

Gerygone 
Pinarolestes 
Rhipidura 
Pachycephala 
Myzomela 

Zosterops 
Woodfordia 

Flying fox (large) 
Flying fox {small) 
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Deh kam i na‘gi 
Deng u pi’ti 
Tege su’ah 
Dah henge 
Deng u” pe 
fe tu’u 


Ta sa ven’ge 
Tege su’ah 
Tege nai’ 
Dange ong“i 
Teng goong’gu 
Peka veka 
Tah de’ko 
Ngo vai“i 
Da ga pi’du 
Teng ng ng’o 
Llakeh llakeh’ 
Da ga’ga 
Me gi ga’pe 
Teh tu 
Ta va gi’go 
Su su vang’gu 
O gu vi’u 
Tep’e ka 
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Missima Island--Papua 


During the period in which the '’Prance' visited 
Samarai, Papua, in July and August 1930, Messrs. Hamlin and 
Riddall and native Charley were able to make a short trin 
to Missima Island. They were badly handicapped by inclement 
weather and lack of time. ‘Their collecting areas were as 
follows: 
Panesesa Island. Conflict Groun. 
July 18, 1930. 13 specimens. 


Missima Island. lLouisade Group. 
July 20-29 inc. 97 specimens. 


Pani Pom Pom Island. Deboyne Group. 
July 320-31. 16 specimens. 


Gower Collections 


Gower (Inattendue) Island, native name Day’eh, 
in latitude 07° 55' S., longitude 166” 37' E., lies some 
24 miles northeastward of Cane Astrolabe, the northernmost 
point on Malaita. It is a low lying, well-wooded, even out- 
lined, coral island of some 4 miles in length by two miles. 
in width. Two large lakes are to be found in the interior, 
both of which are of a brackish, saline composition. The | 
Soil of the interior must be of very good quality as the na- 
tive population raise an abundance of foodstuffs. 

There are something over 50 inhabitants on the 
island who live in very primitive smatlleaf houses, which 


are scattered indiscriminately all over the island. There 
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is, apparently, no organized system of communal living. 


The natives are Malaita men, cunning, thievish, 
dirty and covered with island sores (yaws), who are runaways 
from the mainland. 

They are good agriculturalists and excellent 
fishermen, who carry on an extensive trade in these commodi- 
ties with the natives of the mainlend. The Yatter supply 
them with tobacco, calicos, and materials from the bush 
which are not obtainable on their small island. 

The 'France' enroute from Tulagi, Solomon Islands, 
to Panape, Carolines, found it necessary to put in at the 
only shettered anchorage, which is near the southeastern 
end, to shift stores in the main hold. 

Three and one half days,from Thursday night ,Sep- 
tember 18 to noon Monday, September 22, were snent trimming 
the vessel, filling water tanks, obtaining firewood and ne- 
tive vegetables. 

Although Mr. Hamlin had spent a few days on the ig- 
land previously, I thought it advisable to add to his series 
and engaged boys who spent every available minute collecting. 
fhe natives, primed by Hamlin, did very good work averaging 
75 o/o of their shots. Stick tobacco was the media of ex- 
change used. 

Monday September 22, the anchor chain fouled on 
@ coral head and parted under the strain of a heavy ground 
swell. It was necessary to leave the island imme diately as 
our -sosena anchor was not strong enough to stand the strain. 


This was very regrettable as another day or two would have 
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given me a complete series of the ornis of the island. 


The 'Prance' proceeded on to Roneador Reef. 


Birds of Gower Island 


Name Native Name Amount Collected 
Demiegretta sacra Ma ma di’o 1 
Haliastur indus Ah sung’ ah 1 
Pandion haliaetus Kwa kee’“o 1 
Amaurornis Kong ay’ 0 15 
Porphyrio " Geh o 3 
Ptilinopus wincersaesia Fau 15 
Ptilinopus erythrothorax Fau etu’ 1 
Ducula paci fica Rung wo’ 5 
Columba vitiensis Mo mo go 1 
Macropygia Bu hiae’ B 
Chalcophaps stephani La moa” 1 
Gallicolumba Ru ru x 
Trichoglossus Ki ke’ro 13 
Cacatua Fah fuh’ta 1 
Eudynamus tatensis Kwe “see z 
Halcyon sancta He ee i 
Halcyon saurophaza Keo keo pt 
Monarcha inornatus See see’u S 
Cinnyris jugularis Qua du’ 2 
Anlonis metallica Ge re’ah 4 
Flying fox Huh qua’lo 6 
Small bats in alcohol Si*si°re 3 
20 species birds 2 mammals 78 specimens. 


Birds known to occur on the island, but not 
obtained through lack of time: 


Name Native Name 


Nye ticorax To 
Shore birds 
Noddys and terns 


Brown zround dove La mo’ ah 
Caloenas nicobarica Ge wan’o 
Cacomantis Koa’ ro--Koa’ro 
Collocalia (esculenta?) Ha rona ta’veh 
Haleyon chloris Be’ee 
Hurystomas orientalis Keh keh 0” rah 


Another species FPlyinz fox 
No Megapodes, ducks or nesting sea birds are 


known on the island. 
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Since practically all of my time at the island 


was spent on board ship preparing specimens, I have very 
few personal observations or notes to record. 

Amaurornis (rail) and Porphyrio are common in na- 
tive gardens, underbrush and swampy areas. They are both 
considered a pest by the natives. Columba vitiensis, 
Ducula pacifica, Trichoglossus and both species of 
Ptilinopus are reported to migrate back and forth to Ma- 
laita Island in search of food. 

Aplonis, Monarcha inornatus cinnyris are common 


species. The other species are not common. 


Roncador or Candelaria Reef situated in latitude 
6° 13' S, and 159° 22' BE. is described in H. 0. No, 165 
Pacific Islands Pilot, Vol. 1, as follows: 

"This reef is charted about 43 miles southward of 
Lord Howe Islands: it was seen by the Pilot Maurelle in 
1781, who passed it in the night, and from the noise made 
by the breakers called it Roncador (Snorer). In 1567 Men- 
dana discovered some reefs, which he named Baxos de Can- 
delaria, and these are taken to be identical with the reef 
seen by Vaurelle. 

The reef is about 18 miles in circumference, 
having two openings in the southwestern part.---on the wes- 
tern side of the reef there are several rocks above water, 
the northern one being 10 feet high. Between this rock and 
another, 6 feet above high water lying nearly % miles south- 


ward of it the reef is dry. The sea breaks heavily on the 







basfet ent 2a omls yo To tit Risen igaang abe Pe 
Utev eved | ,ecerleeqa gaizegetg aise — ae 114 


2 commen exe olevdqxod baw (tex) | iieelecend 
(god ove yed? .csete Yqreme Dus devrdrebas ,etebeeg evid. 


-2iscsttiy adawlod .eovitaa edt vd seeq *s bexebleiee 


te estoeqe diod bas euaeolpodotal , soitioens 
-nM ot dax0% bas dosd etataim od betroqot ems auqog. 








ommoo ots slryaate cotenzon}! edotenoM .sinotak Piss a 


rane ee B,. 
.foimoo Yon ete selsese teis0 ed? osqe 
| . £RO% 
ueet at a! Betewtia teef sixslefasd xo sobesnok, a r 


BL olf .0 «Hat Bodixosed et .& ‘ss Caf bas we 78E 
:ewo [Lot as. oa .fo¥ ,sofie ebobtel o2tiost a 
bus witvet solim *d tuods bodtede at test eizT™ i 
ot efferue JoLiT edd vd sees sar ti :eboetsl aaccale ee 

bam selon edd mort Sus ,tdgia sid ai ¢t beearq od ff - sal 
eM Taal nl .(tet0ne) robepaem Ff belies exsdeerd edt wd 
-ms0 ob eoxsd bemea ed Sotdw atees emoe botoevooe ib ened oe - 
et oft dtiw fpoldachi od ot, ns%a3 exs esent bos, ,siteleb 
-silotuel yd gees 

,conerstmotico of eslim 6L toda si, test edt ‘aa 

w ed¢ no---.ttea ateteomitsoe oft al egainegs owd gatved 
ster ovots aloot Leteves era eredd Teex es to eble axed 
1 dont eldt neerted .figid teet Of galed eno ated 10m eid Gn 
ufxaon poiyt tetew dgid evods fost 3 ,tetivous 4 


v[iveet eteotd see est seth el Seer odd a2 to bade 
* 


ae ce 









weather reef. The lagoon affords anchorage in depths from 


15 to 20 fathoms on broken coral bottom. ‘The patches are 
easily seen from the masthead when the sun is favorably 
situated. 

Fish are plentiful in the lagoon.” 

The 'Prance' anchored in the lagoon Wednesday 
evening, September 24, 19%0, and sailed again for Ongtong, 
Java, Thrusday noon, September 25, 1930. 

During the stay at Roncador Reef, the only birds 
observed were the smaller noddy terns which I have every 
reason to believe are casual feeders from Ongtong, Java. 

Landing rarties skirted the western and northern 
gides of the atoll where rocks are exposed above high water 


but no traces of roosting sites were found. 
Ongtong, Java Collections 


Ongtonz, Java or Lord Howe's Zroup, situated in 
latitude 5° 24' $., and longitude 159° 30' E., is an atoll 
group containing a chain of islands, in the vicinity of 100 
in circular formation, the lagoon being from 35 to 40 miles 
long in an east and west direction by 20 miles across at 
its widest part. ‘The group lies some 160 miles to the 
northward of Ysabel Island, the nearest of the Solomons. 

The islands of this group are small, low and 
Sandy and are situated within and around the edge of an 
atoll reef. leueneua, the largest, the principal settle- 
ment, the home of the chief and two white traders, is at 


the southern end, is an island about 4 miles long and about 
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one half a mile wide. 


All of the islands are densely covered with coco- 

nut trees with an abundance of bush or scrub intermingled. 
A few large trees are scattered about the islands. The cen- 
ters of each includes a swampy area which is used by the na- 
tives for agricultural purposes. These latter areas abound 
in mosquitoes of Aretic tundra region density. 

The natives, who are Polynesian in ortgin, are 
quiet, lazy and peaceful. They live collectively in large 
villages. Their houses, which are thatched with coconut 
froads, are roomy, well made and orderly. The villages as 
a whole are clean and well kept,carefully laid out with rows 
of houses fronting communal streets. In the past 20 years 
the population of these people has decreased from over 5000 
to approximately 1000. The principal reasons for this re- 
duction are malarial fever and the practice of abortion. 

These people engage in a prolonged burial ceremony 
with their deceased, The body is placed in a large coral 
Slab coffin, an elaborately carved head stone is erected and 
a constant vigil kept at the grave by relations for many 
months after the interment. Large hats are woven from coco- 
nut fronds and are worn by each mourner while sitting beside 
the grave. 

Because of the increasing number of deaths, at 
the time of our visit, a large percentage of the population 
was engaged in mourning; much to the detriment of their 
general nealth and the corresponding neglect. to their gardens 


The 'France' reached this group from Gower Island, 
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Saturday, September 27, 1930, and sailed for Penape, Caroline 


Islands, Friday, October 10, 1920. 


During this time Coultas spent 10 days at collec- 


ting; the other members of the ship's complement were en-— 


gaged variously. 


Collecting was hampered by inclement 


weather, lack of native cooperation and the myriads of mos- 


quitoes on the islands. 


22 species represented by 7% individuals were 


taken during our stay and constituted all of the known birds 


of the island except petrels and transient sea and shore 


birds not present at this time of year. 


Birds of Ongtong, 


Java 


(Names provisional as recorded from field) 


Name 


Phaeton lepturus 
Sula piscatrix 
Fregata ariel 


~Demiegretta sacra 


Porphyrio 

Limosa 

Numenius 

Lesser ringed plover 
Charadrius 

Tringa hypoleuca 
Tringa 

Arenaria 

Black naped tern 
White tern 

Anous stolidus 
Anous minutus 
Ducula pacifica 
Caloenas nicobarica 


+ Cuekoo cueculus 


Monarcha inornatus 


Native Name 


Kah vai’eh 

Moh ng“ ah 

He ah gah’hah 
Heh he re 

Hem a gau 

Heh ah po?? 
Keh ro ah 

(No name) 

Mang u pu’la 
Mung kau ng’ah 
Mong geu hak’ ah 
He ong a pau’u 
Hem ah vah“u 
Ke hong’ ah 

He ng’ oah 

Hah la ee’yah 
Hah lu’peh 

Hah gah ee yah 
Har eh vah 

See sec’ee 


Aplonis metatites fesde, iu yah 


Flying fox 


Total 22 species 


Le 


Hip ay uh 


Amount Collected 
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73 individuals 


Phaeton--white-tailed tropic-bird. 
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Not too common. This snecies nests in holes in 
trees but roosts in tops of tall trees when not occu- 
pied with the former. It journeys out to sea before 
daylight in the morning in company with flocks of tern 
to search for food. One often sees them skirting the 
reefs engaged in the same pursuit. 

Both mal? and female assist in rearing and feeding 
the younz. When one of the varents returns from hunti 
they are replaced by the other who proceeds to sea for 
more food. These individuals change places in the 
nesting hole many times each day. Natives pester this 
species continuously. 

. Small boys, especially, are adept in climbing 

trees at night to capture specimens. These are occa- 
sionally eaten, but more often than not only the long 
tail feathers are removed and the bird later released. 

The tail feathers or plumes have been adanted into 

the culture of this tribe and are used extensively. 
When a young girl or married woman has finished her 
menstrual period and wishes to attract attention she 
removes her clothing, bedecks her hair with several of 
these plumes and parades through the village. 


Sula piscatrix--Red-footed booby. 


Three pair were found nesting in the same colony 
with frigate birds. Their nests had been placed in 
the tops of high trees (60 to 80 feet elevation). Only 
one specimen could be obtained as they were very wary 
andi took off at the slightest provocation. 


Fregata ariel 


The colony of frigate birds was not a large one. 
I should say that it did not number over 25 indivi- 
duals. These had just finished nesting in October 
19306 


The colony was located on a small island 4 miles 
west of Leueneua. Nests of this species had been 
built roughly of stick and twigs and placed in the 
tops of high trees. 

Juveniles were all able to fly though they were 
still being fed by adults. 

I found them difficult to obtain as they resorted 
to flight at our approach and remained at a good al- 
titude while circling overhead. They seemed to be at 
home in the air either during the night or in the 
daytime. 

Several instances were observed when individuals 
carried a small red fruit about the size of a golf 
ball high into the air and dropped it,only to swoop 
down and catch the fruit in their beaks before it 
touched the water. Other times several individuals 


would engage in this pastime together. 
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I many times wondered if this zame wasn't instigated 
as a training course for juveniles against the time when 
they would dive upon gannets and other birds to make 
these ufifortunates disgorge the contents of their crops. 


Demi egretta sacra 


This heron was observed to be quite commen along the 
reefs and sand beaches, 


Porphyrio 


This bird was found to be common in this group. It 
inhabits the swamps and underbrush and is considered 4a 
pest by the natives. One rarely if ever hears its 
wailing cry and seldom witnesses the bird in flight. 


Limosa 


The godwit is, apparently, not a common visitor. 
Only one old man could advance a name for the bird. The 
two encountered on the sand beach were taken. 


Numenius 


Common. Several small flocks were observed along 
the sea beaches. 


Lesser ringed plover. 


Apparently a straggler. The only specimen ob- 
served was taken out of a flock of turnstones, that 
were working along the edge of the reefs. I could not. 
find a native who recognized the bird or could give me 
a name for it. 


Charadrius and two species of sandpipfers were found to 
be common along the sand beaches. 


Arenarta 
Flocks of turnstones of 6 to 15 individuals were 
found to be quite common along the beaches. 


Black naped tern 


I cannot give the status; the only one observed 
was taken. Natives say that the bird nests on some 
of the sand spits in the atoll. 


Yhite tern 


I only observed a few flying about the reefs and 
Succeeded in obtaining three. 


Anous stolidus 
Common. Several large colonies were observed about 
the islands. These were nesting at the time of our 


visit. Nests were placed in the tons of She’oak . 
} 


saiveant ¢'nseanw eman eld? ti Serebsow eet? . v4 ees 
62 ak 3 ed? teithese eelinevag tot eatgoo- “eile sea" 


safe oF shri u* temo bus steiteg oqn Syis ae 
i then? to esinetzoo ed? ogtogels 863 ea que 2 


| 1088 efterde bed 
jee Be a 
gcois nemmoo 6tiup $d 0? bevteade ean sored sint . 


-ceotesed basa haa etest 


a» 


“e erey*. 


.quots eidt af commoo Sd ot faneot saw brid eldt 

teblenos et boe daestdtebas fas somews ed? ef tdsdat 
e@ii sised seve ti yfetet eh0 .eevidaen en? yd teeq 
agiit af brid edt sore tad iw mobiles has has YTO" ealiler 


Ld - an  peomtt 8 


sasaie fomsoo s tom ,y¥ftaetayae ,et sivee$ ont. 

brid ef? rot eripn fs eoasvbs bios mam fo. ene. ¢£K0 

coil -79d89 ersw doped base edd ao beved nwo one owt 
ou a a | 


* 
> 


fs Sevier do exer aloo ft Iens Lexevet “inst ii 


; ee: te vrovoly Regn eneel 


do tecionte! che otppense 2 rey 
at ,pecotentut % gate 8 To duo meg peta 


{fg00 1 .steet of? to sgio edd urofs gata 
ig bisoe xo Stig eid Hbextagooet odw Ppt gd B batt 
a -tl tot emen 8 
= : 
fasot otew exefqliqhiase to ee feadt owe fas eutibexedd 
ssedosed base est gaols nommoo ed 


; aceee 
w eleubivirhat @L of @ to venaitcaian to ad 
-eofored edd sno fs nommoo ellah ed o8 bawot 


ares: beden Wee fa 
eyvisado sno yino edt ,evtete eft evig tomaso 1 


Of co ctaow brid edt toads yee Rev. »teted sew 
-{fote ent mt = hase ods to 
nies es idl 


e steer edt tuods poiyft wet s bevteado Yiao Tt 
bots atic tetdour perc 


eshitlote BiOls 
sttsevo svew esioolon eoptel (steyver "sa 
> emit ed? t# nolieon Stew eeetl “Retaaign ede 
» °9 paw edo af beoeio eter Sree a oiaee 


Fe 








trees at an elevation of 40 to 50 feet above ground. 
Nests were made of small twigs and pine needles stuck 
together with saliva. 


14. Anous minutus. 

More common than tne larger representative. A nun- 
ber of colonies were noted. This species was just be- 
ginning to nest at the time of our visit. They kept 
apart from the other species of noddy and placed their 
nests on the outer limbs of the she-oak trees. Nests 
were never over 20 to 30 feet above the ground, were 
shallow affairs made of a few twigs and stringers of 
moss piled together. There was considerable evidence 
of eggs tumbling out of the nests either through care-~ 
lessness on the part of the bird or through the force 
of the wind which blows the nests about considerably. 


15. Duecula pacifica. 

Only one egample of this widely distributed species 
was observed and obtained in the bush. According to 
native information this species was formerly quite com- 
mon but such numbers were taken by the white traders 
for food, that they are now practically extinct. 


16. Caloenas nicobarica 
Not common. [solated’ individuals were taken in 
the true bush:where they rise from the ground and hide 
in foliage in the tops of trees. Reported to be 
disappearing from the atoll. 


17. Cuckoo cuculus 
Only one was obtained. [ am presuming that this is 
a New Zealand migrant. 


18. Monarecha inornatus 
Very common in the bush and shrubs. 


19. Aplonis metallica 


Not common by any means. Observed in flocks in 
the coconut trees. 


20. Flying fox. 
Tolerably common, found hanging from the coconut 
trees and flying about in the daytime. This species: 
seems to feed in the daytime. 


While aboard the 'France' enroute from Ongtong, 
Java, to Panape, Carolines, the follewing birds were obtained 
at sea: 

Petrel 6 


Vhi te tailed tropic- bird 1 
Red 1 
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Blue-faced booby dL 
Noddy tern 4 
Sooty tern 1 
Spectacled tern 1 
These were taken purely as records. No large 


series was attempted. 


Solomon Island Stores List 


A partial stores list with prices paid for com- 
modities is well worth recording. In many instances the 
amount demanded by the local firms was preposterous. 


The assessment has been worked out in American 


currency. 

Meats: 
Sausages one pound tins, per doz. $5. 25. 
Assorted meats, 12 oz. tins, per doz. 4.42 
H ash nn " " " n xa 5 00 
Lard, per pound oor 
Salmon, one pound tins, per doz. Lene 
Bacon, per pound 50 


Vegetables--in 12 oz. tins 





Carrots, per doz. tins 4.80 
Turnips id " ci 2.00 
Beans " ba r 2eDe 
Tomatoes " e 4 4.00 
Sweet corn” ad m 3.00 
Chili sauce " " 7.50 
Raisins " i 7 4.50 
Potatoes, ver pound 092 
Onions " R «12 
Spaghetti per doz. tins 2650 
Campbeli's soups per doz. tins 2.50 
Milk, 5 cent tins (per doz) 3.00 
Grape nuts, ver box 27 1/8 
Fish cakes, 12 oz. tin aT Ie 
Lime jbhice, per bottle’ etD 
Cocoa, per pound ‘ -56 


Table salt, 2 1b. jars 232 
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Other commodities 
Assorted fruits, 12 oz. tins 
Coffee, Australian, per pound 
Rice, per 100 pounds 
Sugar, 1 " W 
Ships biscuits, 50 1b. tins 
Gasoline, per case 8 gallons 
Kerosene, " ¥ a a 
Batteries for flash light, each 





60 gallon drum of crude oil for Diesel, each 15.25 
(In 1934 these same drums sold wholesale in 
America for 25cents each, which shows a fair 
profit). 
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